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Gary Norvall and Steven Gough in action. 
Key members of the college’s Crusader Shield Trophy winners. 
Photo: Ron Hartley 
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It is not surprising that sport plays such a large part in the lives 
of Falcon boys. The climate is ideal, formal academic lessons begin 
soon after dawn and are finished by lunchtime and the evenings are 
generally sufficient for private study to meet the demands of prep 
assignments and research. Thus the afternoons and weekends are 
free to prevent Jack from becoming a dull boy. Facilities are excel- 
lent and the coaching by keen staff is of a very high standard. All 
boys are competitive and often feel compelled to release surplus 
energy. Well-coordinated, fit young men who strive for perfection 
and also possess the necessary “killer instinct” take their positions 
in the various teams very seriously and their triumphs and mistakes 
are matters of concern for the whole community. They set very high 
standards for successive generations and enjoy admiration and 
encouragement from their fiercely loyal followers. 


Not all, however, are endowed with the necessary attributes for 
such excellence. One inborn gift, though, seems to be commor to all 
boys regardless of their skill and that is enjoyment, the sense of fun, 
high spirits and humour which are so valuable to social harmony 
and character development. Proof of this can be seen on most days 
after the ‘serious’ games have finished. Spontaneous contests, 
usually involving a ball of some kind, but now always, simply occur 
on house lawns or on main field accompanied by good-natured 
badinage and laughter. Age groups are forgotten, rules are invented 
constantly but fun is had by all and the extended family of each 
house is cemented more firmly. 

Having fulfilled his obligations to the valuable team sports there 
is still time for a boy to enjoy more individualistic activities like golf, 
squash, shooting or falconry which come under the heading of sport. 

He may not realise how very fortunate he is until later but the 
Falcon schoolboy has unique opportunities for enjoying life during 
the years of growth. 
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anding) G.R. DOLLAR, J.J. FEARON, G.L. SMITH, V.N. MAFU, A.C. GIBBONS. 
(Seated) N.J. GRANT (Chapel Prefect), G.R. NORVALL (Head of School) , 
THE HEADMASTER, R.O. FOLLWELL, A.B. KUIPERS 


School Notes 


We welcomed several new members of staff in January. 


Mr Gracie, an ex-headmaster of Milton School and well known in this country, arrived to 
teach senior mathematics; Miss Naudé came from Girls College in Bulawayo to take 
Afrikaans and Mr Maswera came straight from the University of Zimbabwe to teach Physics 
and Maths; Miss Buckley returned to the country after graduating at Wits University to begin 
teaching History and Commerce. Fresh from the U.K., Mr Cussans joined the Maths depart- 
ment and Mr Bureau came to teach History. Mrs Robinson’s daughter Suzanne was born in 
January, so she was otherwise occupied for a couple of terms and she came back in the third 
term. Mrs Gass produced a second son, Stephen, in April but was also back at work in 
the last term. 


At the end of the first term, Mr and Mrs Roselt left to begin their full time business venture 
in Bulawayo. There was another exodus in August when Mr and Mrs Stansbury finally 
returned to their house in Harare near St. Johns College where instead of enjoying his well- 
earned retirement our ex-senior master is now fully employed again, much to his delight. He 
was never one to sit still for more than five minutes. Dr. Hoole replaced him in time for the 
complicated organisation of the public examinations. Mr Margerison also went at the end of 
the second term to Nice by arrangement of the French Embassy to further his musical studies. 
In spite of slight culture shocks he is making the most of his time there and looks forward to 
returning to Falcon in September. Mr Heatley, another accomplished musician, finished his 
year with us and returned to begin his university career in England. Another leaver in August 
was Mr Solomon Mthethwa who had spent over twenty years as a laboratory assistant in the 
Biology department. He had steadily collected enough ‘O’ level passes to be accepted as a 
trainee male nurse and is now fulfilling his ambition in Kwekwe. Miss Smith, the daughter of 
the well known musician, Mrs Smith, musical director of Girls’ College, came to replace 
Mr Margerison. There were more staff losses in December. Mr Tattersfield left to study for a 
degree in engineering at the University of Cape Town and Mr Maswera left teaching for a car 
eer incommerce. Mr Renahan set out with his family on exchange for a post at King’s College, 
Auckland as a result of which we welcome back Mr Rob Fleming a F.O.B. who left in 1972, 
together with his English wife and two children. He will take over his old house, Hervey, as 
well as Mr Renahan’s duties. On the administration side Mrs Caroline Westwood became the 
Bursar’s secretary after her marriage to Mr Westwood in August. 


A lively performance of “The Importance of Being Earnest” was staged in the second term 
by Mr Bureau, an account of which appears elsewhere in this issue. Some ingenious and 
ingenuous performances were enjoyed at the unaided House Play Competition in the Third 
Term. 

Three highly successful sporting tours took place during the year. The first XV Rugby 
team were unbeaten on their six match tour of England. The first XI Hockey team played ten 
games in the Netherlands and West Germany and narrowly lost only three. In December the 
under fifteen Rugby team toured Ireland. They won half their matches when the going was dry 
and achieved great popularity as they enjoyed the Irish hospitality. 


News concerning transport improved during the year. The newly built-up gravel surface 
makes the road to Esigodini better than it has been for many years and work on the tar surface 
is to begin after the rains, which so far have been fairly good although there appears to have 
been little “run-off”. Some very generous Botswana parents donated a Toyota Stallion 
Minibus and the school acquired a seventy-seater Leyland Albion both of which should give 
good service especially on the better surface promised. 

Building renovations are now top priority and all the houses in turn are to receive attention 


before any further development. Founders was first on the list and work there is nearly 
finished. 


A pleasing number of Old Boys turned up for their weekend on the 15th July and appeared 
to have an enjoyable time. The Study Centre in Quiet Waters is an ideal spot fora party. Atthe 


time of going to press there is talk of another party to celebrate Dr Hoole’s latest academic 
achievement (see staff list). 


Chapel Notes 1989 


In many ways, on the surface, one Chapel year is very like another. We have the same meet- 
ings, the same special talks and often the same people giving talks. Beneath the surface 
however, we must remember we are dealing with people and people are never consistent but 
change and progress, for better or for worse, and in 1989 that has been the case. 


In the organisation of the Chapel or other Christian functions, we have not introduced 
anything new but with God’s help we have continued to see much interest in the established 
activities such as the Midweek Service on Wednesday evening. It has again been a pleasure 
to see the library filled each week by boys to hear a Christian message whatever their motiva- 
tion for being there. We have had so many excellent speakers over the last year who have reall 
captured the imagination by their humour or enthusiasm and at the same time have laid oa 
the challenge to take God seriously and to put His plans into practice. For the record, the three 


series this year have been: “People Jesus met’’, “Th ‘ nis 
‘ : 5 e Fruit of th me 
Revelation”. e Spirit”, “Lessons from 


“Midweek” is by far the most popular of the Christian meetings during the week and it is 
sometimes a little disappointing to see how few people attend the voluntary services of even- 
ing prayer or Holy Communion on Sunday evenings. School services make up the third of the 
three weekly cycle on Sundays, often with a speaker from outside the school. To all who come 
out all the way to Falcon to speak in Chapel or at Midweek, we are sincerely thankful as it 
is a big sacrifice of time and effort. We are again particularly grateful to John Smyth and 
Zambesi Ministries for their regular visits te the College. Their arrival is looked forward 
to el soe ai rebia time around Falcon appreciated in many quarters. It was also 
good to welcome back Tim and Brenda Mi i 
ee ee ee iddleton after two years away. Tim took the last 


One of the undoubted highlights of the year was the weekend away at Willow Park, in the 
Blue Hills. there were about 40 boys on the camp who thoroughly enjoyed the vitoueainane of 
activities during the day with short times of singing and a talk in the morning and evening 
We would like to thank Youth For Christ for use of the site and their help in making th ' 
weekend such a success. _— 


As usual we ended the school year with the traditional Carol Service. The Roman Catholic 
Confirmation service took place in November while the Anglican Confirmation was held in 
May. It is disappointing to see how lightly some boys have taken the serious commitment 
they made at the service. However, it is always an encouragement to see others who have 
developed as Christians and will live out what they say they believe which is far from easy 
in a boarding school. The House Reps, for example, may be far from perfect but they have 
generally encouraged people in their Houses and organised meetings of their own. These small 
Bible Studies and the Christian Group Bible Studies on Sundays are vital to learning how to 
live as a Christian. The fact that opposition has occurred at various times this year is in fact 


a good sign that Christians are being noticed and having an influence in the school. Jesus said 
this would be the case. 


We look forward, therefore, with confidence and enthusiasm to all that 1990 holds in store. 
R.B. HARRISON 


Music Notes 


Mr Margerison left us at the end of the second term to take up a music scholarship in Nice: 
we were very sorry to see him go, but happy to welcome Miss Smith in his place. Mr 
Margerison contributed a great deal to the musical life at Falcon, organising a number of 
musical evenings at which both staff and boys performed. These were held in the Chapel 
and it was most gratifying to see that on each occasion large audiences were attracted, and 
even if the standard of performance was a little short of professional, what was played was 
warmly received. 

Mr Margerison also produced a musical sketch which centred on the biblical character 
Samson. This constituted the first part of a variety concert, and a good deal of time and effort 
was expended on it. Touches of wit and vulgarity ensured its success for the mainly schoolboy 
audience; unfortunately the same could not be said for the rest of the concert, which lacked 
nothing in vulgarity, but fell short of success. 

The Choir performed on a number of open days, but the two highlights of the year were the 
combined choirs performance with Girls’ College and the end-of-year carol service, both 
traditional parts of the choral year at Falcon. The former drew record attendances at Falcon 
and at the Sibson Hall in Bulawayo, and items performed by both choirs included the usual 
Hallelujah chorus by Handel as well as the opening chorus of Vivaldi’s Gloria; in addition 
there were arrangements of Now on Land and Sea Descending and Non Nobis Domine. Much 
of the success of these items must be attributed to the excellent singing of the girls, trained 
by Mrs Shirley Smith; and our own choir’s success would be considerably diminished were 1 
not for the excellent accompaniments provided by Mrs Todd, both during rehearsals and in 
performances. 

The inter-house singing competition, organised by Mr Tattersfield in the first term, pro- 
vided a good evening’s entertainment. The set song was Sullivan’s The Lost Chord, and 
George Grey won the contest with a sensitive rendering, confirming their victory with a tradi- 

tional song from the Deep South, Dem Bones. 


The Importance of Being Earnest 


by Osacr Wilde 


‘A Trivial Comedy for Serious People’: the average boy at Falcon could hardly be described 
as Serious, and so, perhaps understandably, the trivia of this delightful play were lost on the 
majority. Although there is a good deal of satire, I do not think Wilde’s intention in including 
it was to exercise the intellect; rather, he was poking fun at society in general and the Victorian 
upper class in particular. Despite this, our youth with their pocket calculators and walkman 
personal hi-fis are so far out of touch with those more leisurely bygone days, that the full 
appreciation of The Importance of Being Earnest required for them a considerable mental 
strain, rather as would a boring history lesson. I am not suggesting in saying this that the play 
was a poor choice: quite the contrary, in fact, since it provided an admirable opportunity for 
those who were willing and interested, to be transported back in time (something modern 
technology has yet to afford) in order to have a closer look at how our forbears conducted them- 
selves in the eyes of one of their critics. 


A. Roberts as Lady Bracknell gave a good impression of a formidable woman whose actions 
were governed solely by the criterion of social acceptability. In complete contrast, A. Gibbons 
as a smiling, irrepressible Algernon plausibly Bunburied his way rough-shod over all of 
society’s hang-ups, and into our hearts. His exuberance and fun was infectious, and consider- 
able tension as generated in the confrontations he had with John Worthing, portrayed 
by R. Hewit as a sober-minded, somewhat irascible country gentleman, whose object was to 
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gain the hand of the fair Gwendolen, charmingly played by R. Elmes. Algernon was less 
fortunate in having to play opposite G. Finch’s Cecily. Finch, although knowing his lines and 
moves to perfection, lacked a few years’ maturity on the other players, and was unable to 
match their skills, a problem more judicious casting might have avoided. 


One of the most startlingly successful aspects of this production was the ironing out of 
white-Zimbabwean accents. While the results achieved were by no means perfect, the 
audience, accustomed to Falcon schoolboy diction, were sufficiently persuaded by the mieet- 
rity of the players that they were moving in the circles of British aristocracy. This observation 
applied even to the small parts of the servants, Merriman and Lane, played by M. Clark and 
Z. Gaj: their tedious, measured diction was exactly what was required. Of that furtively 
romantic couple, Dr Chasuble and Miss Prism, played by G. Smith and E. Sankey, Dr 
Chasuble had the more refined speech, but Miss Prism made up for her vowel sounds with an 
impressive array of facial expressions, conveying delight, anger, embarrassment, as required. 


On the technical side the production was of rather unequal quality. There was much atten- 
tion to detail in the set, although the bookcase in the Manor House reproachfully suggested 
Algernon’s flat, being identically placed in both scenes. Gwendolen’s B.O.A.C. fan was a little 
out of place, but she used it well; other properties were most convincing, as were the make-up 
and magnificient costumes. It is very sad that with such a splendid hall, we have to battle 
with lighting so inadequate: what was available was put to good effect, but at times the need 
for a more substantial and comprehensive system declared itself in impossible shadows 
as well as (presumably) unintentionally dramatic changes from the full glare of neon aieip: 
lighting to what, by comparison, struck the audience as the almost total darkness of a single 
spot! But none of this seriously marrred my enjoyment of a fine piece of drama well-staged: 
a at along with his cast and crew, is to be congratulated on the general standard 
achieved. 


R.J.H. 


House Plays 


This year’s inter-house Drama Competition proved to be a qualified success. House plays 
serve several purposes. They are a means by which many pupils of diverse ability have the 
opportunity to experience walking the theatrical plank for the first time. They are not only 
fun to participate in but are an integral part of extra-curricular activity, enhancing house 
spirit and nurturing creative and organisational skills within a peer group. This year the 


organisation of A.J. Fletcher and creative flair of E.J.N. Sankey are the two outstanding 
examples. 


Tredgold’s play — The Ghost of Jerry Bundler — set in colonial Kenya was directed by 
A.J. Fletcher. It stood out for its cleverly improvised set, well delivered lines and period 
costumes. All these assets counter-balanced some rather wooden acting. S.O. Gonera, how- 
ever, was outstanding as a ghost-fearing servant and justly deserved the prize for “best 
character actor”. In a close competition, Tredgold won the award for the best play and also 
the cup for the best technical production. 


In complete contrast, Oates put on Albert, a farce which was well acted, though technic- 
ally deficient. R.S. Elmes, H.T. Hove and E.J.W. Sankey had a rapport that no other cast 
possessed. The comic timing was good and the movement on stage purposeful. E.J.W. Sankey 
justly deserved the award for best actor. When constrained, he shows natural acting ability — 
a talent that must not be misused. , 


A few performances stood out in the other plays. The acting of F.C. Tanser as a rather 
stuffy hotel manager and S.J. Nicholson as an angst-ridden young soldier returning from the 


Great War, in A.A. Milne’s excellent play The Boy Comes Home certainly proved that there 
is some hidden acting talent in the College. 


The fault of some of the plays was an ignorance about the fundamental principles of acting 
and directing. Inaudible delivery, unnatural gestures and awkward movement on stage were 


common errors that can be rectified only by persuasive and knowledgeable direction. 
T.P.B. 


Headmaster’s Address at Prize-Giving 
— 10th November, 1989 


Over the last few weeks it has been both my privilege and pleasure to attend several such 
occasions and every time, as is my practice when visiting any other educational establish- 
ment, I have looked and listened, hopeful that I would learn something from them — soime- 
thing that they do better than us and, perhaps wishful thinking, something that they don’t 
do as well. Ihave been stimulated by the tremendous dignity and feeling of pride experienced 
at Northlea, by the admirable and enviable continued expansion of Girls’ College and by the 
exciting growth of C.B.C. What can I say in the light of what is going on around us? 

Perhaps the two most important points that have stayed with me and given most food for 
thought are, firstly, that on every occasion no mention was ever made of the disappointments 
and failures during the year. Perhaps my Colleagues are more fortunate than I! J mention this 
for I sincerely believe it to be imperative that we are all aware that problems do eyist, that 
we have had our hiccups but most importantly of all, that we, the Staff and boys, are Quing 
something about it. 

The second point is that Falcon is once again being faced with real, challenges which we 
fail to recognise or accept at our peril. We are probably the only Independent school to have 
retained its founding character and ethos — most of the others have found it necessary for 
a variety of reasons to go co-ed or to develop a prep school. 

There has also been a tremendous increase in the number of Independent schools — ten 
years ago there were ten and today there are thirty-four! Why should I believe that all this 
exciting expansion and development within CHISZ presents a challenge? 


There are now five new senior schools serving communities which were hitherto almost the 
exclusive preserve of Falcon and Peterhouse. Each of these is co-ed and has a prep school 
attached. Parents now have a choice and cannot be criticised for opting for a school which is 
close at hand, caters for both sexes and frees their future concerns about entry once they have 
a “foot in the door’ at grade one. We, at Falcon, have several disadvantages — we are some- 
what inaccessible, communications are difficult and we are a wholly boarding establishment 
in a day when for many, especially mothers, such institutions are an anachronism. These are 
our challenges and we must face the fact that we cannot just aim to offer the best but we must 
be so much better in our product that parents will see this as over-riding all other aspects. 

Perhaps now is the time to think briefly on what we already possess in order to meet the 
challenge. My travels and visits have proved beyond doubt that Falcon has the best qualified 
and most committed Staff who are possessed of the widest ranging expertise imaginable. 
Where else in one Staff do you find acknowledged exeperts in astronomy, herpetology, 
falconry, natural history, wild life, conservation, ecology, music, computers, art work and 
mechanics? What other school can boast sports coaches with extensive experience at both 
first team and national level in cricket (4), Rugby (4), hockey (4), athletics (3), tennis (3), 
waterpolo (2). 

If education at school is education for life, then boarding school deserves very serious 
consideration. 

There is the opportunity to develop all sorts of talents — practical, creative and intellec- 
tual — which a host of school societies and amenities will provide. What home can match the 
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fine facilities for spare-time activities which we have here? Ina sense, a boarding school may 
be relied upon to give highly-experienced, professional care and advice which many heavily- 
pressed and overworked parents cannot do to anything like the same extent. The isolation 
of boarding school might seem a risk but the regular involvement in cultural, sporting and 
community activities, and in expeditions further afield, brings the boys into contact with a 
wide spectrum of society. The challenge to parents is to continue to reinforce and build on 
the foundation laid down by the College during term time. And here we must realise that one 


cannot really expect youngsters to thrive on double standards — one set for home and one set 
at school. 


For the right child, andI would not claim that boarding is right for every child, it develops 
a healthily independent spirit, but only by the close co-operation of school and home. Today 
it has become more important than ever that parents recognise what we in schools are trying 
to achieve, and provide us with total support and assistance by guiding their sons along the 
same sort of lines and by re-affirming the same sort of principles during holidays and exeats. 
I mentioned earlier about the new schools that have sprung up in the Independent Zimbabwe 
— they are establishing themselves in all fields and building up their own traditions and ethos. 
A great strength of Falcon is that our traditions are well established, time-tested and proven. 
However, herein also lies a danger — education means change and a more subtle challenge 
to us all is how we will retain what is “pure, honest and of good report” whilst adapting to 
the new demands of society. 


Anyone who works in a boarding school must be intrigued at the way in which ideas are 
handed on by the pupils without reference to the adult world. In fact, there sometimes seem 
to be two almost separate entities — the school experience as planned and executed by the 
grown ups and the one enjoyed and transmitted by the youngsters. The points at which they 
really touch are not always easy to see and the best of the planners’ intentions may fail because 
communication can be self contradicting. There is one simple fact of life however that must be 
communicated to our young people with great clarity by all concerned. Your behaviour is 
a reflection not just of your self but of your home and of your school. You cannot drag yourself 
into the gutter without taking the others with you. It is imperative that objectives, standards 
and acceptable traditions are fully understood by both Staff and pupils so that they can be 
met, maintained and enhanced by each successive generation of Falcon schoolboys. Un- 
acceptable behaviour such as drinking, smoking, taking drugs and bullying have no place in 
any institution such as Falcon and cannot be condoned under the guise of tradition or 
seniority. 

School is a mirror of society and we must strive to see that the best aspects of society are 
reflected in the College. We also act as a buffer from society and youngsters often cannot 
see that what they do is actually punishable by law and only schools’ intervention or media- 
tion prevents this course of action. The question that can well be asked is not so much whether 
we should put the clock back — but rather how best can we stay on the right course. 


Independent education stands for being challenged. Our lads must take with them a 
knowledge of what is happening and enough inspiration, common sense and courage to act 
against those aspects of behaviour which are not accepted by society and are causing the 
gravest concern in all developed countries. 


It is not enough to say that we live in a competitive world and to organise much of our 
school life on the basis of competition. This, I believe, leads to a generation of bully-boys 
and our credibility being dismissed as we are seen, in fact, principally to be teaching our young 
to use society more successfully than those in government schools. Survival in these terms is 
not what Falcon was founded for and the idea of serving elitism is abhorrent. If our boys are not 
learning this then so much the more do we need to examine the way in which we are trying to 
get the message across. What we need to get across to the young is that “everything is con- 
nected to everything” and all solutions have side effects. One cannot just act in isolation. 
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One’s behaviour will always be related to parents and school whether it be term time or 
holidays. Our task then at Falcon, in order to meet the challenges facing us, is to ensure 
that — 

there is a deeper personal commitment by all 

there is total teacher dedication 

we actively pursue excellence in all spheres 

we offer serious and sincere application of moral and Christian values. 

As we collate material for our annual magazine it becomes apparent that a great deal has 
been achieved this year in all areas of endeavour. Our Public Exam results were highly credit- 
able with both ‘O’ and ‘A’ level pass rates over 80%. We were, however, disappointed by some 
of the symbols at A level. We had a highly successful production of the “Importance of Being 
Earnest”’, entertaining and good quality house plays, two very enjoyable choir recitals with 
Girls’ College, impressive senior and junior Public Speaking competitions and a host of 
successful club and society activities. The College’s sporting teams have aquitted themselves 
admirably — 

I have no intention of going into details but suffice it to say that we had some fifteen 
boys who won National honours and we excelled in West Germany and the U.K. on hockey 
and rugby tours respectively. 

None of this would have been possible without the dedication of a highly talented and 
professional Staff. I publicly thank you all for the invaluable role you have played in ensuring 
that the boys receive superb tuition in all fields and are taught a great deal more than the 
aS oe 

I regret here to say farewell to two members of Staff. Mr Maswera leaves for commerce 
after a year and Mr Tattersfield is retiring to University after eight invaluable years at Falcon. 
His contributions have been numerous and varied and His expertise will be sorely missed. 
We thank them both and wish them every success in the future. Mr Renahan is going to New 
Zealand on a year’s exchange and we wish him a stimulating year. 

To my admin staff — a sincere thanks for your commitment and efficiency at all times, 
to Mr Beukes and Mr Posselt — thank you for all your hard work. To the San sisters and 
Mr MacIntosh — perhaps I should not link them lest you suspect that the San is there to 
rectify Mr MacIntosh’s failures — thank you for your professionalism and loyalty. To all our 
higl-.ly efficient and hard working team of Kitchen, Laundry, Grounds and House Staff under 
the tireless leadership of Mr Masuku — “‘Bayete’’. 

To the Ministry of Education and Mr Somkence, the Regional Director, my personal 
thanks for your patience and sympathetic consideration of my problems. My colleague Heads 
— thank you for your tremendous interest, support and comradeship. 

To my Board and especially Mr Davis, the Chairman, 90% of what you have done is 
unknown to nearly everyone except myself. Thank you, I am privileged to have your support, 
wisdom and concern. 

Finally, to the Prefect body and the boys themselves — congratulations on your outstanding 
achievements and thank you for your efforts and support. May I leave you with this verse 
which I believe sums up education and living — 


“High and wide is the gate which leads to self-deception and illusion, but for those seeking 
the truth, straight is the gate and narrow the way and brave is the man who can journey 
there’. 
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Guest Speaker, Mr E.D.R. Fuller, 
Headmaster of Girls’ College 
— 10th November, 1989 


It is a very real privilege for my wife and me to be here today as your guests and I would 
like to extend my thanks to Falcon College for inviting us to be with you on this special day 
of the year. 


I must confess, however, having had a number of misgivings after Mr Todd phoned me to 
ask me to speak to you today. The first of these, perhaps inevitably, was that following the 
President last year was a little like coming in to bat after Graham Hick had made 405 runs. 
I consoled myself with the thought that tail-enders are necessary if only to keep up the 
bowlers’ morale, and also that standing here today was probably the closest I shall ever get to 
being President of Zimbabwe, or any other country for that matter. 


I was also somewhat worried that it might not really be appropriate for an old Plumtree 
boy like myself to address a gathering at Falcon College. Again I consoled myself with the 
comforting though that on a memorable occasion in the early 1960s, Plumtree once bowled 
Falcon 1st XI out for 6 runs. My analogy from that is that you might be prepared to listen to 
that I have to say to you today, since Plumtree did after all teach you how to play cricket 
in the fist place. 


My third misgiving was that as head of a girls’ school for the past seven years, I would find 
it difficult to address a gathering of young men. Then I thought that perhaps I could pass on 
some useful advice to you young men on how best to understand the thinking processes of 
young ladies — as you no doubt will have to contend with them in future years. At this point, 
I really struggled to come up with anything really useful for you as my experience of our girls 
at the college is that they are charming, vivacious, logical, (at times), but often totally 
perplexing to a mere male. For example, in a recent geography exam, the girls were asked 
to give the disadvantages of a land-locked country. One delightful young lady wrote “You 
might lose the key” now I think you will agree that that is, at one and the same time, a totally 
logical, and totally illogical answer, perhaps I had better warn you not to choose a young lady 
like that, as before you have even thought of asking her to marry you, she will have your 
engagement ring on her finger. 


Ialso like the story concerning the physicist, Albert Malvino. His book “electronic princi- 
ples’’, opens with the dedication: ‘“‘To Joanna. My brilliant and beautiful wife without whom I 
would be nothing. She always comforts and consoles, never complains or interferes, asks noth- 
ing and endures all. She also writes the dedications for my books.” 


More seriously, I am aware that adult advice, especially that which is dished out to you 
on speech days, can be a little pompous — as if speakers know all the answers to life, and to 
difficult geography questions for that matter. 

I was once a little disturbed to hear a young person say that all teachers and parents 
ever did was tell them what not to do in life, and seldom what they should do. 

This might well have been an over-statement, but it does give us food for thought. In the 
light of what I have just said, I thought I should mention a few ‘“‘do’s” rather than ‘don’ts’’, 
which I hope you might reflect on and find useful for the future. 

The first of these is to get to know yourself — your own strengths and weaknesses, the 
shallows and depths of your own personality. 

It is asalutory thought that you are the one person you will live with for the rest of your life 
— if you don’t really get to know yourself, you are continuing to live with a stranger. 


Self-knowledge is never easily gained — nor is it always flattering to oneself as one would 
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like it to be, but the effot is worth the result. Interestingly enough St Ignatius decreed that 
members of his order who went on retreat should spend the first week in a cell entirely alone 
— in this way the individual was forced to clear away some of the superficial debris covering 
his true self. 


Now, I am not advocating that you all seek a week’s leave from Mr Todd to contemplate 
about yourselves in the Esigodini hills — it is interesting, however, that poets and writers have 
often used the climbing of a mountain as a symbol of seeking truth about ourselves and others. 
It is arduous, difficult and challenging — physically, mentally and psychologically — but 
worth the view from the top. 

Can I say at this stage that if you don’t try to get to know yourselves, and by extension try 
to improve your weak points and consolidate your strong points, you run the risk of failing 
to form mature relationships with others and of failing to make the most of your chances 
in life. 

Talking of mature relationships, I was amused to hear of the husband and wife who had a 
terrible argument on a car journey, during which neither would budge from their stubborn 
standpoints. After a long silence, he pointed to a mule in a field and said ‘‘that must be a 
relative of yours”. ‘““Yes” she replied “by marriage”’. 

My second ‘“‘do”’ for you, linked inextricably to the first, is to maintain a sense of humility 
in life. 

Be an individual by all means, and achieve the very best you are capable of, but never 
under-estimate your dependence on others in what you achieve — whether this be your 
parents and family, your teachers and school, your friends and the other members of your 
team. 

Be proud of your achievements and ideals but always be aware of your responsibilities 
and obligations to others — in isolation you will achieve little or nothing. 

One of my own pet aversions in life is arrogance — whether this be because of political 
status, sporting prowess or material wealth, because the individual concerned is a transitory 
being at best, and everything in life is always relative. In a Zimbabwean context we may be 
large, but in a world and universal context we are but grains of sand. 

The important thing to do is to keep a sense of perspective — either in terms of yourself 
or through the views of others. 

The story goes that Thomas Edison had experimented for years on the incandescent lamp, 
trying to find the right combination to make it glow. When he finally succeeded at 3 o’clock 
one morning, he ran out of his workshop to the hosue and up the stairs shouting ‘darling, 
darling — look, look!” Mrs Edison woke up, turned over and said ‘‘for goodness sake Thomas, 
put out that light and come to bed.” 

Thirdly, do try to recognise that frustration and patience should be a necessary part of your 
lives. 

By this, I mean that the modern trend of immediate gratification has, I believe, been 
totally counter-productive in the twentieth century. The spoilt child smashes the toy because 
he cannot get what he wants immediately. 


Nevertheless, we should spare a thought for the children of today — a young mother was 
looking at a toy for her child “‘isn’t this awfully complicated?” she asked the salesman. “That 
madam,” replied the salesman “‘is an educational toy designed to prepare the child for life 
in today’s world. Any way he puts it together is wrong.” 

Seriously, I believe that many people have developed a ‘“‘fly now, pay later” mentality to 
merchandise, sex, drugs and other transitory pleasure which can be totally destructive. 

Remember that in much that has true value, life will impose a period of waiting and 
frustration. If you do not learn to accept and cope with this, and if you are determined to 
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experience everything that life has to offer before you are 15, I believe you can be condemned 
to permanent immaturity or a “‘spoilt child” status. 


Perhaps one of the unseen benefits of living in Zimbabwe is that we have to some extent 
missed the frantic materialism, the hectic pace of life and the oblivious flirtations with drugs 
and narcotics which are so prevalent in the developed world. Ina peculiar way we have had 
to learn to be patient and to cope with frustration in terms of spare parts, light bulbs, tooth- 
paste and cheese — all of which may help us ultimately to be more philosophical about the 
priorities in life. 

Fourthly, do try to be constructive in what you say and do. The Indian leader, Gandhi, 
had the idea that one could transform anger into constructive activity. This is a challenging 
thought, as we all have destructive potential when it comes to gossip, rumour, character 
assassination, criticism and complaints. Try to recycle your destructive energy and potential 
into positive actions and encouraging comments. Tolstoy once said “everyone talks of chang- 
ing humanity and nobody thinks of changing himself”. Perhaps there is more than a grain of 
truth in that. 


Finally, I would urge you to hope, to dream and to have ideals. 


Try not to be cowed by pessimism and despair. In his autobiography, Stuart Cloete noted 
that “some people cure depression by reducing it to despair. Despair is splendid because it is 
so restful. Where nothing can be done, why worry?” A friend of mine had a wonderful picture 


of a totally dejected orang-utang,, with the caption “just when I had the answer to all life’s 
questions, they changed the questions.” 


Especially perhaps at this time in our history which poses so many difficult questions 
to young people — we need a dash of idealism, together with plenty of optimism, hope and 
cheerfulness — and who better to provide it than the young men of Falcon College. 


In conclusion, I would leave you all, and especially the school leavers as they go into anew 
year and a new era, with one of my favourite passages from Isaiah in the Old Testament: 
“The Lord is the everlasting God 
The creator of the ends of the earth 
He will not grow tired or weary 
And His understanding no one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary 
And increases the power of the weak 
Even youths grow tired and weary 
And young men stumble and fall; 
But those who hope in the Lord 
Will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles 
They will run and not grow weary 
They will walk and not be faint.” 


If you can walk in humulity; if you can run in a positive way and if you can fly with opti- 
mism and idealism then I feel you young men have much to look forward to. 


Examination Results — 1988 


‘A’ LEVEL (Distinction are marked with an*) 


B.R. Baillie English; Geography 

H.V. Beattie Mathematics; Biology 

M.D. Bing Geography; Biology 

A. Boye Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
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B.C. Brockwell 
C. Chibafa 
N.M. Choruma 
J.A. Clark 

J.M. Curtiss 
P.A.L. Davis 
LD. de Vries 
L.R. Dixon 

G.R. Dollar 

T. Dube 
B.C.W. Edwards 
M.V. Fick 

G.I. Foster 

J.W. Fotheringham 
L.L. Fuller 

B.J. Gass 

M.E. Gelman 
S.R. Gemmill 
A.C. Gibbons 
D.B. Gibbs 
A.R. Gough 
N.J. Grant 
M.M.P. Hadebe 
N.M. Hagelthorn 
M.I. Hale 

A.L. Henderson 
R.M.R. Hewit 
A. Judge 

M.C. Kaoma 
S.S. Kelly 

A.O. Khan 

M. Khumalo 
M.J.R. Lashbrook 
M.C. Lassman 
C.A. McCann 
M.R. McDonald 
M.W. McKinney 
F.S. Mafunga 
O. Mitumbili 
C.S. Moyo 
R.K. Munyoro 
M.A. Ndlovu 
G.R. Nemapare 
G. Nkomo 

G.R. Norvall 
M.M. Nyoni 
G.M. Pattison 
N.A. Rainbird 
S.A. Reid 

W.N. Render 
R.D. Small 
P.A. Strang 


English; Geography 

Mathematics 

General Paper; English; History; Geography* 
Geography; Biology 

English; Geography 

English; Geography 

Mathematics 

General Paper; English; French 

Mathematics 
General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
English; Mathematics; Physics 

English; Geography 

English; Geography 

Geography 

General Paper; Geography; Art 

Mathematics 
General Paper; Mathematics*; Physics*; Chemistry 
Geography; Mathematics; Biology 
Mathematics 

Mathematics 

General Paper; Geography; Biology 
Mathematics 

General Paper; English 

Mathematics; Physics 

Mathematics 

Mathematics; Biology 

Mathematics 

Geography; Biology 

General Paper 

Physics 

General Paper; English; Geography 
Mathematics 

Mathematics*; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics*; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics 

Geography; Mathematics; Biology 
Mathematics 

General Paper; Geography; Biology 

General Paper; English; Geography; Art* 
General Paper; Mathematics; Chemistry; Biology 
General Paper 

Art 

General Paper; English; History; French 
Mathematics 

Mathematics 
General Paper; Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 

History 

Geography; Biology 

Biology 

Geography; Mathematics; Biology 
Mathematics; Physics; Biology 
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M.B. Stuart 
G.J. Taylor 
R.R. van der RIET 
A. van Eeden 
G.J. Walker 
D.J. Watson 
C.M. Wenham 
M.F. Wenham 
S.C. Wenman 
R.M. Wickham 
ILM. Williams 
M.J. Ziebari 


Mathematics; Physics 

English; Mathematics; Physics 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics; Chemistry 
Mathematics; Physics; Chemistry 


Art 


Geography; Biology 
Mathematics*; Physics; Chemistry 
Mathematics 


Art 


Geography 


Examinations Results — 1988 


11 passes K. Boye 


10 passes A. Fletcher; C. Grant; C. Hughson; P. Hugo; J. Lashbrook; D. Ndebele; 
S. Nicholson; A. Reid; S. Smart; J.D. Smith; B. Stead; C. van der Riet; 


‘O’ LEVEL 


D. Wenman; G. Young. 


9 passes M. Condon; C. Crockett; C. Davenport; S. Eastwood; N. Fotheringham; 
N. Gammon; S. Gough; M. Hein; P. Hendrickse; S. Marasha; D. Marr; G. Moore; 


R. Palmer; N. Parker; G. Pio; J. Udall; A. van der Merwe; C. Watson. 


8 passes D. Connery; G. Futter; B. Henderson; S. Kendall; N. Madonko; A. Mead; 


A. Mitumbili; E. Sankey; F. Tanser; S. Truscott 


7 passes _N. Bonsor; S. Capatos; J. Hutchings; S. Lalla; A. North; S. Patel; M. Prillwitz; 
T. Shaw; P. Sibanda; N. Stewart; B. Strang; M. Tshuma; M. Ushewokunze; 


D. Veldsman; H. Waungana; T. Wigham 


6 passes __R. Ashby; B. Botton; R. Crai 
R. Taylor; M. Truman 

5 passes _P. Carson; B. Fearon; H. Gifford; S. Grant 
M. Nel; W.K. Smith 


4 passes R. Becks; J. Cadman; M. Freshman; J. Hendry; W. Hewer; G. Hopkins; 
Q. Jamieson; J. Littlewood; E. Naude; P. Patel; R. Robertson; J. Way; 
D. Welman; R. Worsley; B. Zijenah 

3 passes J.M. Bion; I. Noble; C. Parsons; M. Ranchhod 


2passes J. Fitzroy 


FIRST TERM 
C. CHIBAFA 


B.S. ALLOTT 
J.H. ELLIOTT 
G. HARISIS 
N.E. JACKSON 
V. MPOFU 


Citations — 1989 


Re-award for conscientious captaincy of the Chess Club 
Club and organisation of inter-school chess matches. 


For devising and implementing a system of instruction 
and training in Chess for beginners and juniors, over 
the past four years 
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g; G. Kabasa; T. Nicolle; P. Orner; H. Rudland; 


;S. Hall; K. Harrington; M.B. Muvuti; 


J.A. BION 


H.T. HOVE 

J.LF. SMITH 
M.W. McKINNEY 
M. KHUMALO. 


ILM. CONOLLY 


R.M.R. HEWIT 
A.J. ROBERTS 
A.C. GIBBONS 
E.J.W. SANKEY 


I.A. FOLLWELL 
T.D. JOHNSON 


S.D. BEATON 


THIRD TERM 


A.C. GIBBONS 


A.J. ROBERTS 
G.L. SMITH 


S.J. FICK 
B.J. GASS 
N.C. TSIKISAYI 


1.A. FOLLWELL 
T.D. JOHNSON 


S.A. HALL 
M.A. HOMANN 
E.M. NAUDE 


M.H. HEIN 

A.M. LALLOO 

D. NDEBELE 

M. FLEMING 

G. MOORE 

N.M. PARKER 
M.D. PRILLWITZ 
D.J. VELDSMAN 
C.M. WATSON 


For demonstrating in the Chess Club an ability to 
organise, and for reliability over the past three years. 


For their hard and consistent work in teaching Adult 
Education ‘classes. 


For outstanding efficiency in administration in the 
various athletics meetings. 


For the energy and enthusiasm with which they 
acted in the school play. 


For their hard work in overcoming many 
technical problems with stage lighting. 


In recognition of all his back-stage work. 


For efficient and dedicated services as Captain 
of Shooting for 1989. 


For long and loyal service to the Shooting Club. 


For five years of loyal service to the Choir. 


For their valuable contributions to repairs and 
maintenance of vehicles and machinery in the 
school. 


for their invaluable contributions to development 
on ‘Quiet Waters’. 


For their steady hard wok in teaching Adult Education 
classes. 
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C.M. WENHAM 
B.J. GASS 

C.D.D. GOODWIN 
E.M. NAUDE 
M.A. HOMANN 
G.P. CANTER 
N.E. FITZROY 


G.A. FUTTER 


FORM I 


FORM II 


FORM III 


FORM IV 


LOWER VI 


UPPER VI 


For their heavy involvement in Cattle Club activities, 
including cutting fence lines, repairing, handling facilities 
on ‘Quiet Waters’, building the road in the Wilderness 


Area, checking boundary fence lines and checking the 
cattle. 


For his outstanding contribution in training, coaching 


and organising Junior Water Polo. 


Prize Winners — 1989 


Form Prize: P.F. GARDNER 
Good Work Prizes: T. MPALA 
B.J. SISSING 
K.K.C. MASISI 


Form Prize: 


Good Work Prizes: 


J.M. HEATHCOTE 

A. JIRIVENGWA 

S.M. HILDEBRAND 

R.I. JERRARD, J. LAXMAN 

T.D. MAKOVAH, C.L.H. MASTERSON 


Form Prize: W.J. McENTAGGART 
Good Work Prizes: J.0. STEWART 

J.O. FOWLE 

S.0. GONERA 
English: L.K. CROCKETT 
French: L.K. CROCKETT 
Afrikaans: M.K. JERRARD 
History: J.P. RAWSTORNE 
Geography: A.R. WHITTALL 
Mathematics: A.R. WHITTALL 
Chemistry: A.R. WHITTALL 
Biology: A.R. WHITTALL 
Mathematics: C.F.B. HENDRIE 
Physics: C.F.B. HENDRIE 
English: A.J. FLETCHER 
Physics: A.J. FLETCHER 
French: A. CARTER-RENAUD 
History: A. CARTER-RENAUD 
Geography: S.N. EASTWOOD 
Mathematics: D. NDEBELE 
Chemistry: M. FLEMING 
Biology: D.W.R. LASHBROOK 
Economics: P.D. HUGO 
English: M.A. NDLOVU 
Geography: A.J. ROBERTS 
Mathematics: N.J. GRANT 
Chemistry: N.J. GRANT 
Physics: M.W. McKINNEY 
Mathematics: D.B. GIBBS 
Biology: J.I. FEARON 
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Reading (Junior) 
Reading (Senior) 
Best Speaker’s Prize (Junior) 


Special Prizes 


Humphrey Cup (Best Speaker’s Prize — Senior) 


Computing (Junior) 


Computing (Senior) 


Agg-Manning Cup (Speech & Drama — Senior) 


Music 

Art (Junior) 

Woodall Cup (Drawing) 
Current Affairs (Junior) 
Current Affairs (Senior) 
General Studies 


Kim Margesson Memorial Trophy 


John Lamb Trophy 


Rob Laing Memorial Shield (for conservation) 


Thomas Prize (Sciences) 
Marjorie Sanders Essay Prize 


Greaves Trophy 
Governor’s Trophy 
Headmaster’s Prize 
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A.E. SELBY 

L.K. CROCKETT 
N.E. JACKSON 
J.R.B. KIRBY 

J.O. FOWLE and 
W.J. McCENTAGGART 
C. CHIBAFA 

A.C. GIBBONS 
C.F.B. HENDRIE 
R.D. REED 

R.T. ASHBY 

A.J. GRAHAM 
N.J. GRANT 

J.I. FEARON 

A.R. WHITTALL 
L.E. DUBE 

B.J. GASS and 
C.M. WENHAM 
M.W. McKINNEY 
FALCON COLLEGE 
FALCONRY CLUB 
R.O. FOLLWELL 
N.J. GRANT 

G.R. NORVALL 


Obituary 


Francis Bryce Hendrie M.A. (Oxon), a founder member and staunch supporter of the 
school, died in January last year. He was born in Glasgow in 1915 and came to Bulawayo 
in 1918. He attended junior school at Milton then went to Dulwich College in London. In 
1934 he went up to Wadham College, Oxford to read law. After obtaining a degree in Juris- 
prudence, he was called to the Bar in 1938. He returned to Southern Rhodesia just before 
the outbreak of war and, although called to the Bar here, he qualified for admission to practise 
as an attorney in September 1939. 


Having lost the sight of an eye as a boy he was medically unfit for service but he joined 
the Special Reserve and served at home in the S.R. Medical Corps and the Judge Advocate 
General’s Department. After demobilization he joined his father in practising law in 
Bulawayo and followed the profession until his death. 


He was always in great demand as a public figure and served on numerous committees: 
professional, cultural, educational, charitable and sporting. He was also a Director on the 
Boards of many public companies. 


Frank Bryce Hendrie was a member of the Board of Governors of Falcon College from its 
very beginning, and no school could have been better served. He succeeded Sir Charles 
Cummings as Chairman of the Board in 1961 and continued in that office until 1970. How- 
ever, he continued to serve on the Board, latterly as one of the inappropriately named 
“inactive” Governors, until his death, during which time his son, John, was also elected to 
the Board. 


Frank Hendrie was a man of great wisdom and balanced judgment. He had the keen 
humour and capacity for enjoying life that made him immensely popular, and he was much 
sought after as an after-dinner speaker. In this art he excelled as a raconteur and had the 
added virtue of being extremely audible. (He despised microphones and could afford to). His 
sense of fun and zest for life made him what Dr Johnson called ‘‘a very clubable man’, but 
first and foremost he was a family man, and there was always a hospitable warmth about 
his home that made visitors feel welcome. His contribution to Falcon, in terms of loyalty 
and judgment, was immeasurable, and he will be sadly missed. He left a widow, two sons and 
a daughter. His grandson Craig is in the Sixth form. 


H.H. Cole CBE 


Hugh Cole, who died recently in Maritzburg at the age of 90, was a distinguished educationist 
and former Secretary for Education in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. He was 
born in Bath, Somerset in 1898 and after service in the North Somerset Yeomanry between 
1914 and 1918 went to Bristol University where he graduated with B.Sc. and considered read- 
ing Medicine. However, in 1922 he went out to Southern Rhodesia as a partner in a private 
school, called Cedric, initially outside Bulawayo and later in Salisbury in what is now the 
Bishop’s residence. In 1923 he married his wife, Edna, in Cape Town in what proved to be an 
ideal and enduring partnership. In 1927 he sold the school and its goodwill to the Diocese, 
which was anxious to found an Anglican preparatory school at Ruzawi, and although he 
contemplated returning to medical studies he was persuaded to join the Government Educa- 
tion Service. There followed many years of service in some of the Colony’s leading schools: 
at Milton, as a Housemaster; later as Headmaster of Chaplin and Prince Edward Schools; 
and finally as Secretary for Education, an office he filled with considerable distinction in the 
difficult years of Federal Education, and for which he was honoured with the award of a CBE. 


20 


While this was the culmination of his career in the Public Service, it was certainly not the 
end of his career in education. After ‘retiring’ in 1958, he took on the headmastership of 
Falcon College at a formative stage of its development, where his experience and administra- 
tive skills were invaluable. After a very brief spell of retirement, he then undertook the same 
office at St Stephen’s College, Balla Balla between 1966 and 1969 with equal success, and then 
spent the next six years at the Education Department of the University of Rhodesia, where 
he was involved in teacher training. He and his wife retired to Muizenberg in 1977 and moved 
to Howick in 1987. 


Hugh Cole was a humane and uncomplicated man, and one who was regarded with great 
respect and affection by colleagues and pupils alike. His unusual breadth of experience and 
administrative skills stamped his authority on all his undertakings, and in these he received 
invaluable support from his wife Edna, who predeceased him by only a few months and whose 
loss he felt deeply. He is survived by a son and daughter and several grandchildren, one of 
whom, Jonathan Colker, was at Falcon in 1969 and 1970. 


In Memoriam 


MR DAVID WEBSTER (63) was murdered in Johannesburg on Ist May 1989. He 
was a lecturer in Anthropology at Witwatersrand University and a brave and 
tireless worker for human rights in South Africa. 

STEPHEN GOODRICH (63) died in Hong Kong in July 1988 of pulmonary 
embolism from which he had been suffering for several years “But despite that 
he was cheerful and managed to do an exacting job with endless travel involved”. 
He contributed news from FOBS in Hong Kong in the 1988 edition of ‘The 
Falcon’. 

DAVID SCHONFELDT (79) died at Kasane in Botswana when a light aircraft he 
was flying crashed. 

DR DAVID COLLINGS (’75) died tragically in England in 1988 as the result of 
working with patients suffering from A.I.D.S. From all reports he was a dedica- 
ted and skilled physician. 

MRS ELLA KOEN died in November 1989. The widow of the late PETER KOEN, 
a memorable Clerk of Works who died in 1981, she will be remembered as the 
kind and gentle counterpart of her husband. 


The College offers deepest sympathy to their families. 


MRJOHN GIBSON a long serving member of the Board and sometime chairman 
died in Audorra last year. His obituary will be published in the next issue. 
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House Reports 


Chubb House 


Housemaster: R.R. HARTLEY 
House Tutors: G.A. ARMSTRONG, I. MAYGER 
Head of School: G.R. NORVALL 
Head of House: J.1. FEARON 
House Prefects: C. CHIBAFA, N.M. GAMMON, A. HUCKLE, and G. NKOMO. 


The house had a modest year, while there was a periodic undercurrent of conflict between 
the lower sixth and upper sixth group, most of the latter being prefects. Unfortunately some of 
the latter expected standards of behaviour from the former, which they the leaders failed to 
uphold themselves. With this sort of atmosphere at the top it was understandable that there 
was a greater frequency of disciplinary problems than normal. However, we were indeed 
honoured to have Gary Norvall chosen as head of school and he was able to add a positive 
influence from time to time, when his other duties allowed him this extra burden. 


In an institution that is increasingly biased towards sporting prowess, it was pleasing to 
see some good team and individual successes recorded. By and large the Chubb boys showed 
character and determination in their inter-house activities. Chubb won the squash competi- 
tion overall, with firsts in the junior and senior sections. Firsts were also gained in the senior 
water polo and cross country, with seconds in tennis (senior and junior), senior basketball 
and soccer. Third positions were earned in senior and junior hockey, the swimming gala, 
junior water polo and soccer. Individual achievements include honours for A. Huckle (cricket) 
ad G.R. Norvall (water polo); colours for S.N. Eastwood and C.M. Davenport (squash), 
N.M. Gammor and A. Huckle (hockey) and J.I. Fearon (water polo). Trophies were earned by 
1.D. Hastings (junior squash), S.N. Eastwood (senior squash) and G.R. Norvall (open 100m 
freestyle). G.R. Norvall, A. Huckle and J.I. Fearon also earned national colours. 


Academically the house performed well, maintaining a most healthy tradition. Academic 
prizes were won by J.M. Heathcote, W.J. McEntaggart, J.O. Stewart, J.O. Fowle, A. Carter- 
Renaud, S.N. Eastwood, P.D. Hugo, J.I. Fearon, C. Chibafa, C.L.H. Masterson, D. Dudman, 
K.B. Fearon and J.K. Lyon. Chubb came second in the academic cup, while G.R. Norvall 
won the Headmaster’s prize. 


The gardens have been maintained better than ever before and great credit is due to 
H.D. Gifford for his expertise, energy and organisation. There was no outside help whatso- 
ever, while our gardener Shadrack must also be complimented. 


RON HARTLEY 


Founders House 


Housemaster: MR D.J. FLEMING 
House Tutors: MR R.B. HARRISON, MR T.P. BUREAU 
Head of House: R.O. FOLLWELL 
House Prefects: N.J. GRANT, (College Prefect), J. EMPACHER, S.J. FICK, 
M.W. McKINNEY, M.A. NDLOVU, D.H. WYRLEY-BIRCH 


Despite the disruption to routine caused by the late arrival of the Lower Sixth, the House 
quickly settled down to what has turned out to be a very successful year. The new intake was 
small in number and within a very short period of time they had built up a good dormitory 
spirit and had developed a positive attitude towards the ways and traditions of the House. 


Founders had a far more successful year in the various competitions and once again the 
trophy cabinet has its fair share of silverware. On the sports field Founders team were seldom 
out of their depth and in fact pulled off some remarkable wins against the odds. Of particular 
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note were the wins by the senior cricket and hockey teams. The U15 age group is especially 
strong which augurs well for the future. A few of the better placings in inter-house competition 
are noted below. 


1— Senior hockey, Senior cricket, Senior and Junior basketball 
2— Athletics Standards, Athletics Relay meeting, Senior Soccer 
3 — ‘Inter-house Athletics 
Individually a number of boys did well on the sports field as seen below 
J. LAXMAN — Junior Tennis champion 
V. de P. NYUMBU — Senior Tennis champion, Matabeleland soccer 
S.J. KENDALL — Matabeleland hockey 
LE. NOBLE — Matabeleland cricket and rugby 
G.J. WHITTALL — Zimbabwe cricket and rugby 
F. MUTARAH — Matabeleland basketball 
R.O. FOLLWELL — Zimbabwe rugby 


Founders is not well known for its academic prowess though there have been a few lights 
at the end of the dark tunnel. N.J. Grant and A.R. Whittall are to be congratulated for scoop- 
ing a fair proportion of the A levels and O Levels respectively. 

N.E. Jackson was the best Junior Public Speaker. 


Participation in clubs such as Natural History and Astronomy has been strong while 
1.A. Follwell, T.D. Johnson and G.P. Canter have built up a reputation on the mai::tenance 
and electrical side. 


The House ran very smoothly in 1989, with only one or two hiccups. This was largely due 
to the mature and willing group of prefects who were able to build up a good rapport with their 
charges which always goes a long way towards harmonious living ina boarding situation. The 
efforts of Head of House and his prefects are much appreciated as are those of all Founders 
House men. Finally let it be said that Founders are very fortunate to have the services of 
two tutors who have gone out of their way to ensure the smooth running of the House and who 
are both dedicated to the cause of Founders. May 1990 build on the platform laid in 
1989. 

DJF. 


George Grey House 


Housemaster: MR R.B. BREBNER 
Tutor: MR A.A. TAYLOR 
Assistant Tutor: MR T.S.C. CUSSANS 
Head of House: A.C. GIBBONS 
Prefects: M.J. PERRY, A.J. ROBERTS, M.B. STONE, N.C. TSIKISAYI 


1989 has been a good year for George Grey with a number of successes in varying fields. 
What has been especially pleasing to me has been the number of boys involved in cultural 
activities, and the successes that the House has achieved in these spheres. It was also pleasing 
to see us gain some success in the sporting area, where we have essentially languished in the 
doldrums over the past couple of years. 

The House spirit has been most satisfying and I believe strongly that our successes were 
due, in a large measure, to the support that the competitors got from the rank and file of the 
House. I believe that George Grey can look forward to a very rosy future in all departments. 
Our 1989 intake has settled in well and many of these boys are contributing well at junior 
level. Our strongest age group of the House, this year U15’s are now joining the senior ranks 
and I look forward to a solid commitment from them in the coming years. 
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The successes that the House has achieved this year in the sporting sphere are: 


Athletics Relay Meeting — Ist 
Founders’ Day Athletics — 2nd 
Junior Inter-House Hockey — Ist 
Junior Inter-House Soccer — Ist 
Junior Inter-House Rugby — 2nd 
Junior Inter-House Cricket — Ist 
Inter-House Shooting — Ist 
In cultural activities: 
Academic Challenge — 2nd 
Inter-House Singing — Ist 


It was also pleasing to note that no less than three George Grey boys played principal 
roles in the College Production of “The Importance of Being Earnest.” 

A number of individuals in the House achieved honours in varying fields. Q.I. Jamieson 
represented Matabeleland in athletics and rugby andJ.L. Way represented Matabeleland in 
rugby. L.K. Crockett was awarded sailing colours for Zimbabwe and also won the senior 
reading competition. A.J. Graham won the junior current affairs competition. A.C. Gibbons 
L.K. Crockett, A.J. Roberts and A.J. Graham were all awarded prizes at speech day. 


I would like to thank this year’s Head of House, A.C. Gibbons and his prefect body for 
all their hard work during the year, and the support that they have given me, making my intro- 
duction into George Grey a pleasant one. Thanks are also due to my wife, Debra, and Johnson 
Ncube for all their hard work in the House gardens. 


R.B.B. 
Hervey House 


Housemaster: MR G.M. TATTERSFIELD 
House Tutor: DR R.J. HOOLE 
Assistant Tutor: MR M.J. RENAHAN 
Head of House: G.R. DOLLAR 
House Prefects: G.R. SMITH (College Prefect), M. KHUMALO, I.D. McPHERSON, 
R.M. CONDON, R.M.R. HEWIT 


The year 1989 saw a marked improvement in Hervey’s fortunes in Inter-House competi- 
tions and the reaquisition by the House of several of the trophies lost during the previous year. 
We have not yet recovered our former domination of the athletics, but Hervey came second in 
the Relay meeting. On Sports Day there were pleasing performances in the Open age group 
and notable individual contributions by A. Mitumbili, A.N. Mead and T.M. Matumbike. 
Hervey won both cross-country competitions, largely as a result of a tremendous all-round 
effort, fine organisation and outstanding individual tenacity and commitment. The same 
qualities emerged in force for the Inter-House Singing competition, in which the House came 
second — our best performance for many years. 


On the Rugby field in the second term A.N. Mead and A. Mitumbili were selected to play 
for the First XV and to go on tour, and we congratulate the latter upon his subsequent award 
of Honours. Our hockey teams were rather unsuccessful, but matches were well-supported 
and there was a good effort on the field. Our senior soccer side was very experienced this year 
and went on to win the competition under the captaincy of J. Curtis. Another pleasing stacey 
in the third term came in the Chess competition, which we have now won four times in a row. 
Next year we will be looking to up-and-coming junior enthusiasts to continue the tradition! 
Hervey’s junior waterpolo players also won their competition under the able direction of 
B.K. Pohl who supervised the early morning practices. Another junior team which is up-and- 
coming is the cricket XI, who came second this year and will be largely unchanged in 1990 — 
so we can hope for outright victory then. 
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Hervey was well-represented in the public speaking competitions, with an outstanding 
first place gained by J.R.B. Kirby in the senior section and with solid contributions from the 
juniors helping us to win the overall cup. There was also some very good effort put into our 
entry for the Inter-House Play competitions, notably by S.J. Nicholson who took the major 
part, as well as by A. Reid and G.N. Young. In the swimming competitions Hervey came 
second in the standards and second in the gala. Whilst congratulating the whole House on a 
fine achievement and their superb support which was so noticeable on gala day, special 
mention is merited by G.D.R. Stewart and S. Gough, who were the backbone of our team and 
who broke six records between them. Once again, Hervey dominated the diving events with 
four first places, a second anda third. R.D. Reed took the cup for winning the highest number 
of points. Finally, in the shooting competition the House came second but J. Fitzroy won the 
Carter Cup for marksmanship. On the non-sporting side, there were notable achievements by 
A. Selby (junior reading prize), R.D. Reed (junior art prize) and A. Jirivengwa (Form II form 
prize). 

All-in-all it has been a year of markedly increased success, but frustrating to have been 
second or third in so many of the competitions. In the overall cup, Hervey came third this year 
but can look to improve on that in 1990. In the House itself renovations and improvements 
have continued. A completely new Common Room has been installed, largely as a result of 
money raised by members of the House, by sponsorships and by donations. Considerable 
difficulties arose during the year from misunderstanding of the use of authority at various 
levels, and this is an area in which a large improvement should be looked for. Many thanks go 
to Mr Renahan for his time in the House as an Assistant Tutor and for his efforts and insp-72- 
tion. We wish him very well in New Zealand. The spirit in Hervey has risen high in 1989 and 
the outlook for 1990 is even better. A.N. Mead will be Head of House in 1990, and A. Mitumbili 
will be a College Prefect and captain of Rugby. 


Oates House 


Housemaster: MR M.A. CUMMING 
House Tutors: MR R.W. GASS, MR J.M. DUNPHY 
Head of House: V.N. MAFU 
Prefects: LN. GARNETT, P.W. HALE, H.T. HOVE, L.N. NIENABER, J.I.F. SMITH, 
M.H. WRAY 


Oates has on the whole had yet another happy year. The performance of a house in a board- 
ing school may be equated with the progress of the economy of a country — there are cycles 
of boom and recession. This analogy may be applied to life in general and most school masters 
are aware of the fact that if everything is running very smoothly, there is probably something 
brewing up (metaphorically, usually) beneath the surface. If this were not the case, boys 
would not be boys, and, as life in the houses prepares them socially for the future it is import- 
ant that they learn from their mistakes. 

That is enough philosophizing — positive factors must always be emphasized and 
academically there were some very good performances. D.W.R. Lashbrook and D. Ndebele 
achieved 8 A’s each at “O” level, while J.D. Smith achieved 7. The drop to fourth position 
in the Academic Cup was disappointing, in spite of the example set by these boys. The house 
made significant contributions culturally, tying first in the public-speaking competition, 
achieving a second in the inter-house plays and producing the best actor in the plays, 
E.W. Sankey. There were strong representations from Oates in the school play, the choir and 
the Mylne Society. 

Sports-wise Oates also had a sound year. National Schools’ representatives included 
V.N. Mafu (Rugby) and I.N. Garnett (Water Polo and Swimming). At provincial level the 
following achieved Matabeleland Schools’ colours: J.I.F. Smith (Athletics & Water Polo) 
G.R. Hopkins (Cricket and Rugby); L.G. Kuttner and P.W. Hale (Hockey); V.N. Mafu and 
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C.E. van der Riet (Rugby); I.N. Garnett (Swimming and-Water Polo). The House won the 
Tug o’ War, shared first place in the senior cross country and there were good individual 
performances by P. Sibanda (Open 800m) and J.I.F. Smith (Open Discus) in the School 
Athletics. LN. Garnett was unable to perform in the swimming gala due to injury. The Junior 
Mini-League Rugby was won by Oates and the House achieved second place in the Senior 
Hockey competition. 


The maintenance and development of the house grounds has continued. More areas of 
lawn have been established, particularly under the jacaranda in the front. The area behind 
the Hall has been cleared up and plants established and the old roses in the quad replaced. 
B.G. Wenham, P.J. Orner and A.L. van der Merwe are to be commended for their supervision, 
as is H.B.W. Rudland who has done a sterling job in the orchard. 

What has been most pleasing in the house this year has been the development of greater 
“slasnost’’, an openness in dealing with problems. The boys appear to have evolved a more 
manifest pride in the house and are more prepared to expose and condemn misdeeds. This 
may be caused by getting to know them better, but, whatever the cause, it augurs well for the 
future. A spirit of co-operation and collective action between boys, prefects and staff is neces- 
sary if standards are to be maintained and it is hoped that the trend will continue next year 
and thereafter. 


Thanks go to the tutorial and attached staff, the prefects and the boys for what has been 

a successful year. Special thanks are due to V.N. Mafu for his efforts to maintain house spirit 
and his ability to handle difficult situations. 

M.A.C. 


Tredgold House 


Housemaster: MR L.M. REYNOLDS 
House Tutor: MR P.G. WESTWOOD 
Assistant House Tutor: MR T. KHUMALO 
Head of House: A.B. KUIPERS 
House Prefects: L.E. DUBE, B.J. GASS, D.B. GIBBS, C.A. McCANN, S. PILIME 
C.M. WENHAM 


1989 has been a highly successful year for Tredgold with considerable achievements, both 
academic and on the sports field. A full trophy cabinet bears testimony to Tredgold’s success 
during the year. 


The academic achievements were significant with both the Academic cup and the ‘“‘Wise 
Owl” for Academic Challenge being won. S. Pilime, winner of the Quiz Cup, contributed 
enormously to the Academic Challenge team. Form I prizes were won by P.F. Gardner, 
T. Mpala and K.K.C. Masisi. S.O. Gonera won a Form III work prize, and R.T. Ashby, 
M. Fleming and A.J. Fletcher won prizes in the Lower Sixth. C.F.B. Hendrie performed 
impressively by winning three prizes in the Fourth Form. D.B. Gibbs won the Upper Sixth 
maths prize, and L.E. Dube won the much coveted John Lamb Memorial Trophy. 


The house sporting teams performed well, winning the Athletics Shield, the Athletics 
Standards Cup, the senior tennis, and the elusive junior rugby. The swimming standards, 
relays and gala were all won by Tredgold. Numerous second places were also achieved. 


Individually, there were excellent sporting performances. L.E. Dube represented Zim- 
babwe Schools at cricket and hockey for the third year running. D.B. Gibbs was vice-captain 
of Zimbabwe schools cricket. B.C. Strang was selected for Matabeleland Schools cricket. 
In rugby A.B. Kuipers, S.A. Hall, B.J. Gass and D.B. Gibbs played for Matabeleland, while 
B. Strang and S.D. Smart played hockey for Matabeleland Schools. A.B. Kuipers and 
L. Scheepers represented Matabeleland Schools at Waterpolo and B.J. Gass, A.J. Fletcher, 
S.D. Smart and T.J. Dillon made the Matabeleland Athletics Team. M.J. Nel, A.B. Kuipers 
and A.C. Carvalho swam for Matabeleland and R.D.F. Godden and M.R. Gibbs played for 
the Zimbabwe “Fawns”’ cricket. Several other house members represented College first 
teams. 
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The inter-house drama competition was a success, with Tredgold winning three of the four 
cups for drama. The Laing Shield for conservation was won by B.J. Gass and C.M. Wenham. 
Also important was the winning of the Gardening competition. Finally, Tredgold won the new 
Tattersfield Cup for the most successful house with academic, sporting and cultural achieve- 
ments being considered. 


Tredgold has had a most successful year all round. It was pleasing to see good house spirit 
maintained. As important as the success of the house has been the dedication displayed in 
achieving this success. Inspired leadership by Anton Kuipers and a powerful prefect body 


has been largely responsible for a good balance of achievement and spirit. 
A.J.F. 


Adult Education at Falcon 


When Falcon began its Adult Education Programme five years ago, it offered almost any 
course that was asked of it. It soon became obvious that the biggest problem was going to be 
keeping a steady flow of instruction whilst our boys came and went and took their own 
examinations. For this reason we soon reduced the range of the same time we reduced the 
number of classes to two. Since then it has been possible to maintain these six teaching groups 
almost indefinitely. A few boys who volunteered to teach one subject ended up teaching a 
different subject in greater demand. Without such flexibility Night School would have 
foundered several times and these boys’ willingness to submerge their own interests is very 
greatly appreciated. 

Two groups of students which appeared at the beginning were barely literate elders and 
young boys who ought to have been going to secondary schools. The elders quickly decided 
Night School was not for them and withdrew, but the boys were another matter. Night School 
is no substitute for a formal education but several parents seemed to see it as a cheap — and 
adequate — alternative. With continuous pressure from myself and the generosity of several 
people, most of these boys ended up in the formal sector. 


There are two groups which we remain with and which we hope to continue to help. The 
first is ‘repeaters’; pupils with three or four O levels who wish to upgrade their qualifications. 
In this category we have one remarkable student whose O level English results have been 
U, E, D and C — luckily in that order. The second group is those who drop out of secondary 
school with the intention of returning when times improve. At present there are eight students 
in formal secondary schools who have been sustained by us at some time: one of these is 
studying three A levels at Northlea. 

This report is peculiar in that not a single Falcon boy has been mentioned. Nearly sixty 
boys have taught in Night School and they have almost all worked extremely hard and been 
very loyal to their students during times of their own exams. There is no way a few of them 
could be picked out for special mention without doing injustice to the others who have worked 


so hard. 
J.M.D. 


U6 Geography Trip to Kariba 
— January 1989 


It is not often that a group of ‘*A’’ Level geographers is lucky enough to have the op- 
portunity of going on a week long field trip to Kariba, as the 1989 pupils did. This very 
worthwhile outing was made possible by Mr Andrew Laing of Fawcetts Security and Mr Rob 
Beaton, father of Sebastion who made available two luxury boats — the Lasana and Citation. 
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The group consisting of twelve pupils, Mr Macdonald and Mr John Minshull from the 
Museum arrived by bus at Kariba on Sunday 15th January after spending Saturday night 
in Harare. This was the start of six very interesting and enjoyable days on the lake. During 
that time we sailed as far west as the islands near Chalala spending nights at Gordons Bay, on 
Island 126, in the Ume estaury and on Bed Island. If we were not on the move our normal day 
consisted of an hour long lecture before breakfast on some biological, ecological or geographi- 
cal topic relating to Kariba. Then after breakfast we would spend up to three hours of the 
morning on field work. A long break for lunch would then be followed by another two hours of 
work in the field. The rest of the afternoon and evening was left to recreation. Because we had 
available to us two tender boats we were able to do a considerable amount of bream and tiger 
fishing, while others went swimming in the deep portions of the Lake or game viewing along 
the shoreline. The latter was a particularly fruitful exercise because elephant, buffalo, water- 
buck, kudu, impala and zebra were seen in large numbers. Over a hundred and thirty bird 
species were also recorded. 


The field work exercises consisted of (a) the measurement of ten coastal profiles on islands 
126 and 127 to show the influence of wave action and changing water levels on the soft sand- 
stones and shales. (b) the measurement of vegetation type and density of the islands using 
transects and quadrats (c) the mapping and contouring of two small islands in the Ume 
estuary (d) fieldsketching in the Sanyati Gorge (e) the collecting and recording of fish species 
for Mr Minshull (thirteen species recorded) and (f) the collection and recording of rooted 
floating aquatic weeds (eight species recorded). 

In all twelve topics were covered in the lectures — most of considerable interest to the “A” 
Level geographers and biologists. These topics were as follows: (a) the history of Kariba 
(b) the geology and geomorphology of the Kariba basin (c) the hydrology of the Zambesi River 
before and after Kariba (d) the ecology of the lake (e) the Limnological characteristics of Lake 
Kariba (f) the Rise and Fall of Kariba Weed (g) the importance of Panicum Repens (Torpedo 
Grass) (h) commercial fishing in Kariba (i) the Kapenta Industry (j) Tourism and Recreation 
on the Lake (k) the pollution of the Lake (1) the mesoclimate of Kariba. 


Allin all, the trip was a great success. More was learnt in those six short days than a month 
of lessons in the class room and it is hoped that our other ‘“‘A”’ Level groups in the future get 
such an opportunity. We are very grateful to Mr John Minshull for accompanying us and 
sharing with us his vast fund of knowledge of Kariba. We are also grateful to Mr Laing 
and Mr Beaton for making the boats available and to Mr Beaton and his wife for organising 
the food. 

G.A.M. 


Quiet Waters 1989 


Chairman: G.A. MacDONALD 
Secretary: E.J. MARAIS 
Treasurer: D.F. FLEMING 
Committee members: R.R. HARTLEY, R.B. BREBNER, A.A. TAYLOR, 
G.M. TATTERSFIELD, G. ARMSTRONG, M.A. CUMMING, J.P. POSSELT, 
V. MASUKU. 


1989 was a year of consolidation for the Quiet Waters Project. Development work in the 
fenced area of the park was essentially completed, and exciting new work was taken on in the 
large adjoining Wilderness Area. The Project as a whole, continued to attract the interest 
and support of a wide-section of people, both within the Falcon community and through- 
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Relaxing on the Lasana 


Stopover on Bed Island. 
John Minshull searching for artifacts. 
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out Zimbabwe. Much of what has been achieved has been as a result of the generous invest- 
ments of time, cash or kind by wild life experts, local farmers and businessmen, staff and 
schoolboys, parents and Old Boys. The continued enthusiasm of all concerned is reflected in 
the great progress that was made during the year. 


A high priority in 1989 was the stocking of the fenced area with game. Kudu, Impala and 
Zebra had already been put into the park and the first crop of births was most encouraging. 
Many females were pregnant again by the end of the year, and another good crop is anticip- 
ated. The present number of Zebra is nine and the Impala number over thirty. The outbreak 
of foot and mouth disease severely hampered plans to transfer in more animals. We have not 
yet been able to take advantage of offers of five Tsessebe from Debshan Ranch, of a number 
of Warthog or of further game from Liebigs. It is hoped however, that conditions will improve 
in 1990 and transportation of the animals on offer will be allowed. We were fortunate, in spite 
of the problems, to receive four Tsessebe and two Reedbuck as a donation from Essexvale 
Ranch. One Reedbuck and one Tsessebe died shortly after translocation, but the others are 
thriving in their new home. It is hoped during 1990 to assess the carrying capacity of the fenced 
area, and offers to assist with this have already been received from experts in the field. 


A large number of birds, both migratory and permanent residents, were noted on Quiet 
Waters during the year. A good population of waterfowl lives on the Mbonisa Weir, and there 
are representatives of a fair diversity of species there. Altogether, the definitive list of species 
sighted on Quiet Waters now stands at 188 species, which is remarkable for so small an area. 
Mr Des Jackson from the Bulawayo Museum has spent several series of nights in the park 
studying the behaviour of nightjars, and other experts have made more cursory visits to enjoy 
the wide variety on offer. In addition to wildfowl, Mbonisa Weir has also been stocked with 
Mozambica Bream and Florida Bass fingerlings. For much of the year a display of fishes of 
Zimbabwe was set up at the Old Boy’s Study Centre. This display has now been replaced by a 
showcase of Arachnids, set up by Mrs Jacqui Minshull. We are very grateful to the staff of the 
Bulawayo Museum for their continued association with the Quiet Waters Project and support 
for its educational and conservation goals. 


The largest development at Quiet Waters during 1989 was the establishment of the Cattle 
Section by Mr Mike Cumming. At the time of writing a herd of ten Tuli is being grazed on the 
property and twenty commercial cattle will arrive very shortly. A handling facility con- 
structed largely by Falcon schoolboys has been repaired near the Quiet Waters Main Gate 
and much time and thought has gone into the clearance of internal fences in the Wilderness 
Area and the provision of adequate paddock and watering facilities beyond Gordon’s Gate. 
There are many advantages to Quiet Waters of running asmall herd, ultimately of about sixty 
cattle. In the first place it will be a profitable exercise, which will yield an income to cover 
the maintenance costs of what has already been built. The Cattle Section is an invaluable 
educational opportunity for schoolboys to experience what cattle farming is about. To date 
the the newly-formed Cattle Club has attracted a very big response from the boys. Cattle 
will be used in the Park both for the clearing of moribund grass and, as the cattle are of course 
being dipped regularly, as some form of control against parasites. The cattle project is an ideal 
way of utilising the large Wilderness Area, which has not been put to adequate use in previous 
years. Finally, there will be the opportunity to study and to control the pressure on the land 
from running cattle here, and perhaps to increase our understanding of the extent to which 
cattle may be run in the same area as game without undue impact. 


Apart from the establishment of the Cattle Club, there have been several other important 
developments during 1989. An excellent functional hide was built on the bank of Mbonisa 
Weir in memory of Ian Homann. The Homann hide was opened by Ian’s family during the 
— term. It promises to be a valuable facility, particularly for photographs and bird enthu- 
siasts. 


Just beyond Gordon’s Gate a campsite has been established and fenced. Camping facili- 
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ties, including water tanks, cooking and food preparation surfaces and toilets have been 
set up. The campsite was made possible by contributions from the Matabeleland Branch of 
the Wild Life Society, and it has now permitted visits over a period of several days by large 
groups interested in studying the area. We are again indebted to Mrs Gail Amyot of the Wild- 
life Society for all the interest and support which she has for our project, and which she has 
inspired in others. A third major development has been the construction of a pipeline crossing 
Quiet Waters to Hammerkop Dam, where a holding tank has been repaired. A small artificial 
pan was built near the tank, and this is now in use by game, particularly during dry spells 
when water may not be available elsewhere. The water supplied to the tank may also be used 
in future to supply the cattle in the Wilderness Area and will bea valuable source for the camp- 
site, which is very nearby. Other developments during 1989 have included the clearance of 
vegetation from the peripheral road, the continued onslaught against lantana and the est- 
ablishment of anetwork of nature trails. The trails were cut by schoolboys as part of their con- 
tribution towards Quiet Waters development, and they are an extremely attractive way of 
seeing the park. 

Schoolboy usage of and involvement in Quiet Waters is, of course, the main idea of our 
entire project, and 1989 has seen some extremely pleasing and valuable contributions by the 
boys at Falcon. Not only have the academic been making use of the property — the junior 
science teachers have set a lot of project work at Quiet Waters this year, and it continues 
to be integral part of field study for A-level biologists and geographers — but schoolboys have 
used the park in other ways for themselves. There have been a large number of parents visiting 
over the weekends to drive around or to use the picnic sites. Schoolboys themselve., “sit 
on Bush Exeats, and the Houses have continued to send work parties to help with the jobs 
that need doing. Schoolboys have played a major part in the development of the Cattle 
Section, the building of the Homann Hide, scrub clearance, Nature Trails and the cutting 
of a new road in the Wilderness Area. More than ever Quiet Waters has become one of the 
premier educational assets of Falcon College, and this is reflected in the burgeoning interest 
in the Natural History Societies and the Cattle Club. 

One of our foremost aims in 1989, continuing into 1990, has been to make this very special 
asset of Falcon College more widely available to others in the Matabeleland educational 
community. In 1989 we had two junior school visits — one by Whitestone School and the other 
from Hippo Valley Primary School. Visiting parties are able to visit for several days by staying 
at the campsite, and it is the aim of the Quiet Waters Committee to involve themselves as 
far as possible in the structuring of courses for school groups. The use of Falcon schoolboys as 
instructors has proved very valuable on both sides, and we are now looking at providing 
structured courses with literature to accompany them, so that visiting groups may benefit 
from the expertise available here and from the body of knowledge which we have of the area, 
and which continues to grow. A sub-committee has been formed to look into improving the 
educational facilities available, and the committee as a whole is dedicated to offering the 
opportunity to visit Quiet Waters to as many schools and other groups as may be willing to 
come here. 

Looking back, 1989 has been the year in which Quiet Waters completed initial develop- 
ment and opened up a series of new prospects. Although the project is now a far more secure 
financial footing than in previous years, it remains a fact that Quiet Waters is largely sup- 
ported by generosity from outside. Those who have offered donations, materials, advice or 
expertise are too numerous to mention individually, but the committee and the College are 
ever grateful for the support and sheer ethusiasm that we have enjoyed from a wide variety of 
sources during the year. It is very much hoped that parents and others will continue to assist 
and will visit Quiet Waters during 1990 to see how much of what has been invested in the 
project is now coming to fruition. 

We record with great sorrow the death in 1989 of Dr. Tony Taylor who was a great ally of 
Quiet Waters and a valuable source of advice. It was largely due to his guidance and help that 
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Alison and Richard Homann in their hide. 
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the fence around the Park has taken its present shape, and his knowledge and expertise is 
bound to be missed not only by the Quiet Waters project by the Matabeleland agricultural 
community as a whole. 


G.M.T. 


Mylne Society Report 


Chairman: N.J. GRANT 
Secretary: A.B. KUIPERS 
Treasurer: G.R. NORVALL 


This year, in the election of the Committee for 1990, it was decided to ask each member 
in the Lower Sixth year to give a speech on a topic of his own choice, after which voting for 
the new office bearers took place. Perhaps the speeches did not influence the voting to any 
great extent, but it certainly demonstrated that the most capable members were, in fact, 
elected. 

Three members of the staff at Falcon addressed the Society during the year: Mr Posselt 
spoke on his experiences in the Department of National Parks and Wildlife; Mr Armstrong 
presented an account of Charlie Chaplin, illustrated with some original films from the period; 
and Mr Tattersfield gave his views on the development of space exploration anu ‘ter- 
planetary travel. In each case the topics proved of great interst to the Society and the talks 
were warmly received. 

The guest speaker at the annual dinner was Mr A. Laing, an Old Boy of the College and 
a member of the Board of Governors. His topic was life at Falcon when he was a pupil here. 
What was most striking about these reminiscences was that, with so much changing both 
in the College and Zimbabwe generally, the essential character of the College remains intact. 
Mr Laing’s most poignant memory of Falcon was always being hungry: this, however, is some- 
thing the boys do not complain of at present, and the excellent fare provided by Mr McIntosh 
on this occasion was ample evidence explaining this happy state of affairs. 

R.J.H. 


The Debating Society 


President: MRS S.A. HOOLE 
Chairman: V.N. MAFU 
Secretary: M.H. WRAY 
Committee Members: I.L. NOBLE, M. TSHUMA 


The Debating Society enjoyed another successful year with numbers in the society increas- 
ing greatly and some new talent came to the fore. The first meeting of the Debating Society 
was held in the Turner Hall and took the form of a balloon debate. F. Mutarah, alias Frank 
Bruno, gave a slick portrayal of himself and thus secured the safety of the balloon. 

The second meeting took the form of a panel debate, the motion being “‘Non-Prefect Upper 
Sixth should have the same privileges as Prefects.” For the motion S. Pilime, K.J. Udall and 
TJ. Dillon were mown down in the heated debate. Togwe, C. Tsikisayi and M. Khumalo 
won the debate with their main theme being ‘‘No responsibility — no privileges’’. 

The third meeting involved those who had not been heard previously. The one minute 
pleases were humorous and revealed hidden talent. 


33 


At the fourth meeting, of which the motion was “A man should marry a woman he does 
not love rather than stay single for the rest of his life.”’, some interesting points were brought 
to our attention. Pre-arranged marriages were inclined to work and points against the motion 
were that people were content with a casual relationship and those children whose parents 
were divorced were subject to a turbulent childhoold. Again no Inter-house panel debates 
were held. 


As usual, the Debating Society did not meet formally in the third term as the Public 
speaking competitions took place then. The individual winners of the public speaking compe- 
titions were J.R.B. Kirby (Senior) and N.E. Jackson (Junior). The Herring Cup was won by 
Hervey House and the Gordon Cup by Hervey and Oates Houses. 

M.H.W. 


Prahecq Club 


Members of Staff: MRS S.M. JACKSON, MR R.B. HARRISON, MR G. GASS 


Although the activity of the Club is limited to boys in Form II (i.e. the second year of 
French), the whole school is always welcomed to the social activities which range from a 
monthly French Film — with Enlgish sub-titles — visits to places of interest, and participa- 
tion in public events through the Alliance Francaise in Bulawayo. 


Form IV pupils (the original Prahecq Club members) collaborated in the writing of a 
fifteen-minute historical French play which was performed by Form II] boys with puppets 
at the Schools’ French Festival. The Club received from Prahecq a cassette of modern French 
pop songs, accompanied by a dossier, and at the request of our ‘“‘twin” club in France, we 
compiled an illustrated file on the endangered species of animals in Zimbabwe. 

The Prahecq Club members were invited to visit the French Technical and Electronic 
School for Apprentices in Bulawayo. 

\ S.M.J. 


Versailles 
10h 30 du mati 


le KS Juillet 7 8 


From Three Al French Club Members with Puppets of the French Revolution. 
Left to right 
D. KENDALL, N.E. JACKSON, G. NDEBELE, J.O. FOWLE, V. MPOFU, 
J.J.M. THORNYCROFT, G. HARISIS. 
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Computer Club 


There is no doubt that the Club will be starting a new era in 1990. At the end of 1989, we are 
losing Mr Tattersfield and also the effective nucleus of the Club. The present Upper Sixth 
contained many very keen members who had done much to make the Club what it is, 
and we are all very sorry to see them go. When these members reached the Upper Sixth, 
they had little time for computing and the club lost momentum. We now have two keen groups 
moving up the school — the present Form III and Form IV — and it is very much hoped that 
they will revitalise the Club. 

One problem that bedevils the club is the limited access provided to the computers 
outside formal instruction periods: the rules are being cautiously relaxed and this should 
give serious members a chance to settle down to working on their own. We are also purchasing 
a PASCAL ROM (at present we are using BASIC exclusively) to allow boys to widen their 
experience of computing languages. We have already obtained texts dealing with 
PASCAL. 

Most boys — and both of the writers — find the BBC to be a not particularly user-friendly 
machine. No one doubts its computing power and versatility but in many wyas it is a clumsy 
machine for day to day computing and does not closely resemble computers used in day to day 
commerce or industry. A strong case can be made for Falcon complementing the BBCs with 
some less idiosyncratic computers which would give boys more experience of computing in the 
way they are likely to meet computers in their future offices. 


J.M.D. and T.M. 


Chess Club 


Teacher in charge: MRS S.M. JACKSON 
Captain: C. CHIBAFA 
Vice-Captain: J.A. BION 

The loss of the Upper VI and Senior players each year always seems to produce a stale- 
mate within the Club, and yet invariably, almost inevitably, good Juniors move forward to 
replace them. 

Of the 38 new players who joined this year, 23 became regular members on the Black 
Ladder, having been coached by players on the Top Twenty Ladder: B.S. Allott, J.H. Elliott, 
G. Harisis, N.E. Jackson and V. Mpofu. Club matches during the second term seeded the new 
players, and Challenge Matches brought to light a dark horse, C. Mead, who challenged his 
way into the Top Twenty. 

Seven Senior Schools in Matabeleland South, within fairly easy travelling distance of 
Falcon, have hosted the Falcon Chess Team, and in turn have visited Falcon, providing a 
brisk series of matches, with, altogether, 40 lost and 135 won. Falcon teams have emerged 
as the second strongest in Matabeleland, with an ambition to oust Gifford from top placing. 

A mini-inter-provincial festival held in Bulawayo, gave Falcon players an opportunity 
to experience the expertise of the Mashonaland schools, and although we won no matches 
against them, we enjoyed the challenge and followed it up with an historic ‘‘first” for the 
Falcon Chess Team — a visit to Mashonaland to play St Georges and Allan Wilson. 

The Macdonald-Taylor Cup for Inter-House Chess is currently held by Hervey, whose 
team features the three Condon brothers. 

The Club grows stronger every year, and we look forward to an active and potentially 
highly successful 1990. 

S.M.J. 
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Photographic Club 


Master-in-charge: MR R.R. HARTLEY 
Members: R.T. ASHBY, S.D. BEATON 


Despite the availability of black and white film, chemicals and an improved dark room, 
very little material of quality was produced. S.D. Beaton had his moments and produced 
mainly prints of documentary character, with a few creditable prints involving innovative 
ideas. R. Ashby was most competent, but mainly dormant. 

T hope the new members will manage to find time to produce more work next year. This 
is the first year for some time when no photographic displays were mounted. 

R.R.H. 


Video Club 


Chairman: D. NDEBELE 
Committee: J.D. SMITH, T.A. CHIKWAKWATA, M. USHEWOKUNZE 


This fledgling club has had its share of problems in its first year of existence though 


it is hoped that the experience gained will allow for a more purposeful approach towards the 
activities of the club. 


There are many boys who would like to become involved in the Club but unfortunately 
the equipment and facilities are limited and so membership must be restricted. Selection 
courses will be held in the future to ensure that the genuinely interested boys are catered for. 


At present the activities of the Club revolve around the filming of events, sporting and 
cultural, at the College. Tapes can be dubbed and where reasonable filming has occurred 
copies can be made for parents or pupils. It is hoped to expand these activities to include the 
creation of short feature films next year. Despite the purchase of a more up to date video 
camera this year, the scope of the clubis still restricted by the lack of portable battery operated 
camera and a small colour T.V. monitor. 


The major activity this year has been the creation of a promotional type film on Falcon 
College. Some of the senior members of the club have worked in conjunction with 4M Produc- 
tions in Bulawayo to produce the film. Much valuable experience has been gained as a result. 
Copies of this film should be available in the New Year. 

D.J.F. 


Bee-keeping Society 


President: MR R.B. BREBNER 
Chairman: D.H. WYRLEY-BIRCH 
Members: A.R. WHITTALL, P.G. WOODHOUSE, G.P. CANTER 


The club has had another successful year despite some set backs early in the season. In the 
first term our Bee House on Mr Mylne’s farm was broken into and one of the hives was vandal- 
ized. This meant that we had to start from scratch and build up one of the strongest hives 
from base level again. Thanks to Mr Mylne for replacing the old wooden door with a metal 
one and making the house more secure. 


We had asuccessful cropping in the first term and Wyrley-Birch was also able to crop some 
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comb honey from his hive. On average we were extracting 18 bottles per super. Other hives 
in the club are still being strengthened and built up and should be ready for cropping in early 
1990. 

Our final cropping proved to be very disappointing. Much of the honey comb had not been 
fully capped by the end of November and so we were only able to crop a limited number of 
frames. Some hives were still in the early stages of build-up and so could not be cropped at all. 
This was interesting as by the end of November 1988 the hives were literally brimming with 
honey. We hope we will have a better cropping next term during the late flow. 


Our thanks and appreciation to Mr M.R. Mylne, Mr C. Martin and Mr J. Bryan for allow- 
ing us to keep hives on their farms. 
R.B.B. 


Senior Natural History 


i/e: R.R. HARTLEY 
Chairman: R. FOLLWELL 
Secretary: J.1. FEARON 
Committee: J. EMPACHER, G. WHITTALL, C. PARSONS 


The society had an active year, characterised by sound organisation and good attendance, 
with over forty regular members. Meetings were held most Friday afternoons, while there were 
many evening sessions, including talks from visitors, and several outings over weekends. 
Credit is due to J.I. Fearon and R. Follwell, who maintained an interest in this regard. More- 
over J.J. Fearon proved a most capable secretary, distilling the relevant details from some 
rather testing and stimulating lectures, by such people as Dr A. Dunckley, Mr H.D. Jackson 
and K. Hustler. 


An encouraging aspect has been the emergence of capable and enthusiastic younger 
members, who should add some depth to the research input next rear. Sadly the log book 
entries were rather modest this year, although some members managed to excel individually. 
C. Goodwin and N. Fitzroy were often in the field, covering impressive distances, with con- 
siderable energy or in some instances with useful tactics. C. Goodwin studied a pair of Secre- 
tary Birds at the nest, a pair of Black Breasted Snake Eagles and he also checked the Tawny 
Eagles at Alice Kopje and Sacred Heart. N. Fitzroy recorded a Bateleur nest which success- 
fully fledged a chick, as well as several pairs of Tawny and Wahlberg’s Eagles. He also checked 
the progress of a nesting pair of African Hawk Eagles. The Bateleur record is the first for this 
district in at least eight years. A particularly notable event was the examination of a Kori 
Bustard nest, found on Essexvale Ranch by a herdsman, and pointed out to some of us by 
N. Fitzroy. K. Lyon and D. Dudman also covered a lot of ground, studying the Lanners at 
Three Fingers, the African Hawk Eagle at Seven Sisters and a pair of Black Sparrowhawks 
at Ntabenendi. The Lanners were ringed by R. Hartley and Dr P. Mundy, while egg shells 
were collected and analysed by Prof. J. Enderson of the Peregrine Fund Inc., U.S.A. K. Lyon 
has also supervised the nest record card system. 

C. Masterson took over the Atlas card programme in the third term, resulting in a much 
improved system. It has been interesting to note the dearth of proper scientific information 
from many of the senior members, particularly from the highly competent A’ Level biology 
contingent. No book prize was awarded, while there was no entry for the Marjory Sanders 
essay prize. Despite this most of the members have shown good background knowledge and 
understanding of natural history. Some of the younger members have shown a lot of promise 
in this regard. 

Five teams again participated in the 0.A.Z. birdwatch. This is the largest single entry, 
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Combined Falconry Club-Natural History Society excursion to 
Debshan Ranch, Shangani. 


Peter Steyn at work, with “Guta” the subject (five year old 
African Goshawk female). 
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D. Dudman checking 2 Lanner 
Falcon chicks. Eggshell fragments 
were also checked for thinning by 

the Peregrine Fund Inc. U.S.A. 


nationally. The groups recorded 96, 100, 96, 100 and 92 species respectively. In terms of the 
atlas squares covered 2028BB yielded 90 species, 2028BD yielded 90 as well and 2029AA 
yielded 175 species. Three groups worked in 2020AA, recording 34 more species than group 2 
managed in 1988. Four of the groups spent the Saturday night out in the bush; so that 24 hours 
was devoted to the exercise. The results are an improvement overall, owing to greater prepara- 
tion (a series of talks and field exercises were undertaken beforehand) and more time spent in 
the field. It was overcast and windy on the Saturday evening, but warm and clear on the 
Sunday. Some interesting sightings were made including two Martial Eagles, three Bate- 
leurs, a Secretary Bird, a Lesser Spotted Eagle, a pair of African Hawk Eagles, Cape and 
White Backed Vultures, a pair of Cape Teal, a pair of Kori Bustards and several groups of 
Carmine Bee-eaters. A full report will be published in Honeyguide. 

A number of lectures were given, spread evenly throughout the year. These included 
R. Hartley on bird identification, B. Magwizi on taxidermy (at the Natural History Museum, 
Bulawayo), H.D. Jackson on nightjars, J. Posselt on game farming and conservation, 
R. Hartley on Chizarira, and also on the breeding of peregrines in captivity, Dr A. Dunkley 
on the origin of life and the nature of predation, H. Dijkstra on nature conservation in 
Holland, D. Follwell on wildlife in Australia, Prof. J. Enderson on the Peregrine Fund Inc. 
operation in the U.S.A., K. Hustler on the fisheating birds of Kariba, E. Marais on animal 
behaviour and Mrs J. Parry-Jones on the Falconry Centre. Several of these speakers are world 
authorities in their respective fields. Each of the foreign speakers commented favourably 
on the standard of awareness, the depth of knowledge and the high standard of behaviour 
amongst the pupils. 

A wildlife quiz was popular and closely contested with Founders winning, Hervey second 
and Chubb third. 

R. Hartley presented a couple of programmes on the fauna of the mine workings on the 
radio programme Wildlife Forum. 

Four members went on the Z.F.C. Falcon-Peterhouse expedition to Siabuwa and Chiza- 
rira, while six members went on an outing to Wabai at Shangani, together with the Falconry 
Club. The colony of Cape Vultures was seen, while there was some excellent bird watching 
and game viewing. The falconry club had a successful hunt and the quarry species were 
studied and documented. 

With the help of Mr G. Armstrong a number of excellent video programmes were added 
to the collection. Several video evenings were had, while two classes from Carlisle school 
were treated to sessions of suitable wildlife and conservation themes. 

Several members served as guides for the visiting schools at Quiet Waters, and they 
performed their duties commendably. 

Thanks are due to Mr H.D. Jackson for the donation of five mounted specimens of birds, 
and additional reference material; and to Mr and Mr R. Dollar for the donation of a magni- 
ficent display cabinet. 

RON HARTLEY 


The Snake Club 


The basic functions of the Club are: 
1. to build up a good, varied collection for identification and study purposes 
to give basic training in the handling and care of snakes to our Club members 


3. to put on displays, especially for the benefit of visitors to the College with the emphasis 
on the importance of snakes in the environment 
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4. to offer facilities so that boys can pursue research if they so desire 


It is a very simple matter to catch a snake in the open — it takes infinite time and care 
to look after a collection of snakes, especially when the vagaries of our climate create shortfalls 
in natural food supplies. We have greatly upgraded our rat and mice breeding operations 
with new stock and extended facilities, and production has already improved. Display facili- 
ties have also been extended. We have put on the usual displays, and I am delighted again to 
have pupils from Carlisle School take advantage of the facilities we offer. We also put on dis- 


plays for the video photographers who are making a film of the wide range of activities that 
exist at Falcon. 


During one of these displays, we had an incident which was unique in our handling 
experience at Falcon. During one display of routine pinning and picking up of a puff adder 
for a group of young visitors, I stressed the need to keep the fingers well back (the puff adder 
tends to drop a fang down the outside of its lower jaw, and twist in an effort to stab into a loose 
finger under the lower jaw — he also tries to pull backwards out of a grip so that the finger and 
thumb must be situated behind the head and in the narrow neck region). I held up the snake so 
that the correct handling could be appreciated, and we then saw that the snake had driven its 
fangs through its own lower jaw so that it would have pierced incorrectly placed fingers. The 
snake was pinned across its neck so that this could not have caused the problem. It could have 
come about when the first finger was placed firmly on the broad adder head, or it could have 
been a voluntary defensive action by the snake. This same snake later dropped its fangs out- 
side its lower jaw and twisted viciously and squirted a great deal of venom backwards on to my 
fingers — again this is uncharacteristic as snakes try to conserve their venom. This same snake 
has over the years been used extensively for displays, and it has therefore been subjected to 
considerable stress. It normally hisses very violently when in its container, and this latest 
behaviour may be the culmination of years of stress. 

There has been a good start to this year’s frog season, and we have had good numbers both 
of sitings and of captures of snakes. We have a batch of house snake eggs incubating on sterile, 
damp sand; and we have the ingredients for an active and interesting snake season ahead. 
Finally, I would like to record our thanks to Mr D. Jackson and the Museum of Bulawayo for 
a valuable collection of publications on snakes and amphibia. 


G.A. 


Junior Natural History Society 


Master-in-charge: MR G.A. MACDONALD 


In many ways, 1989 was a disappointing year for the society in that, although we had 
thirty-six members, never at any Friday afternoon meeting were all the members present. 
They were either at sports sessions or away on exeat or they just did not turn up. Very often 
members did not excuse themselves. One has the feeling that often boys joined the society 
not because they were interested, but because it was a society that they could belong to. 


Apart from seeing a number of wildlife videos, members also attended talks and slide 
shows organised for the senior society. Visits to Quiet Waters took place and some members 
helped tag trees along nature trails. A group from the society was also involved in Bird Watch 
1989. 

The highlights of the year were two weekend outings in the first and third terms. In the 
first term, a most informative and enjoyable weekend was spent in the Matopos where all 
mammals and birds seen were recorded. All those who went on the trip thoroughly enjoyed 
the long walk through fascinating country from Togwana Dam to the iNanke Cave. 
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In the third term another visit was made to the Wabai area on Debshan Ranch in the 
Shangani area. All the ten boys who went on the trip had a full and interesting time. The Cape 
Vulture colony was visited and the only chick hatched for some years was observed. A large 
number of snakes were seen including a black mamba. Antelope and other game were plenti- 
ful — Tsessebe, Kudu, Impala, Reedbuck, Duiker, Steenbuck, Klipspringer, Dassie, Scrub 
Hare, Bushpig, Zebra and Black-backed Jackal were seen and recorded. A leopard was heard 
coughing around the camp on the first night and caused some alarm. Some ninety-eight bird 
species were recorded which proved the richness of the area. Several boys spent some of their 
time down at the river fishing, whilst others were more energetic and climbed Wabai, a 
massive granite feature which dominates the area. The view from the top was quite breath- 
taking. 

The members who went on the trip are very grateful to Mr Dave Tredgold for allowing 
them to visit the ranch; to Mr Colin Edwards, a section manager, for organising wood and 
water at the camp and for giving a most informative talk on Tsessebe and game utilisation 
on the ranch and to Mr Wayne Grant for kindly allowing us to use his safari camp. 


Next year it is proposed that the membership of the society is smaller and confined to 
those who are genuinely interested in becoming good naturalists. This will also allow for 


eater flexibility and more outdoor activity. 
" " G.A.M. 


Cattle Club 


Chairman: C.M. WENHAM 
Vice-Chairman: J. EMPACHER 
Treasurer: R.T. ASHBY 
Secretary: R.R. ROBERTSON 
Committee Members: H.T. HOVE, J.I.F. SMITH, B.J. GASS, R.M.R. HEWIT 


The initial demand for membership of the Cattle Club when it was inaugurated at the 
beginning of the year was overwhelming. The Chairman and other Office bearers were elected 
and members were put to work. The tasks of bush clearing and cutting fence lines soon caused 
the faint hearted to fade away and the club was reduced to manageable proportions. Plans 
to move livestock onto Quiet Waters and the Wilderness Area had to be postponed until 
November owing to the Foot and Mouth epidemic and this also caused a reduction of 
members until a hard core of genuinely interested boys remained in the club. 


In spite of the problems mentioned above, much has been achieved by the Club. The ring- 
fence around the Wilderness Area has been checked and one small section is to be replaced. 
The handling facilities have been cleared and are being renovated at present. A road has 
been cut from the end of the existing boundary with Essexvale Ranch — a singular achieve- 
ment as all the work was done by hand and it involved cutting into the sides of steep slopes 
as well as filling in dongas and removing stones. A trough is being built outside the game 
fence near Hammerkop Dam to provide a clean, permanent water source in the Wilderness 
Area. 

The Club really came into its own in November when 10 Tuli heifers arrived at Quiet 
Waters. They were purchased from Mr Paul Goodwin at a very reasonable price — thanks to 
Mr Goodwin — and their arrival provided an incentive which caused interest to blossom, 
making the boys realize that the hard, physical slog they had been through had some purpose. 
A Tuli bull was very kindly loaned to the Club by Mr Fitzroy of Essexvale Ranch and it is 
hoped that the heifers and their progeny will form the nucleus of a pure-bred breeding herd. 
The boys should gain experience in genetic selection, herd recording and also see the benefits 
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of introducing pure-bred bulls into a commercial herd to upgrade quality and performance. 
C.S.C. finance for 50 head (20 breeding cows and 30 slaughter steers) has been applied for so 
that by early next year the boys will be working with the two vital aspects of beef-management 
— breeding and running a commercial herd. 


The prime aim of the Cattle Club is education with production. In view of this it is vital 
that the members are exposed to all aspects of beef production, farm-planning financial 
management, physical handling of the stock, maintenance of facilities, as well as their deve- 
lopment, and exposure to exepertise in the entire spectrum of livestock production will be part 
of the Club’s activities. A number of prominent people have already expressed interest and 
a willingness to assist, which is gratifying. In 1990 Club members will be taken on visits to 
ranches, dairies, the C.S.C., research stations and stud herds to gain as much exposure as 
possible. They will be allowed to handle cattle in quantities, carrying out activities such as 
dipping, dosing, de-horning, castration, branding and so on. At the same time they should 
have a basic introduction to the theoretical aspects of management from experts in the field. 
The application of what they learn should produce tangible results, both financial and other- 
wise, in their own herd. 


The thanks of the Club go to a number of people for their interest and assistance: Mr 
Paul Goodwin, Mr Jim Fitzroy, Mr Jim McKinney, Mr Phil Newton and the Quiet Waters 
committee for their support and encouragement of the project. Colin Wenham and his com- 
mittee must be commended for their efforts in adversity and it is hoped that they will, when 
they return in the future, be able to see the real results of what they started. Finally, the entire 
club deserves a pat on the back for their continued enthusiasm, effort and interest. 

M.A.C. 


CATTLE CLUB 1989 Photo: R. Ashby 
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Falconry Club 


i/e: R.R. HARTLEY 
MEMBERS: B. COCKER, D. DUDMAN, K. FEARON, M. FIGGINS, K. LYON, 
L. TRIEGAARDT 
JUNIOR APPRENTICES: G. DUCKWORTH and C. MASTERSON 

The full members had a very good season. Quarry was abundant and the hunting was most 
successful. Some good scientific data was collected and this was analysed and published by 
six of the members, who managed to win the lucrative Marjory Sanders essay prize for their 
efforts. Their reports appear elsewhere in this edition and describe the species of quarry taken 
and related matters such as moult, size and breeding condition; and the energetics of the 
hawks used. This data collection has been a continuous operation in the club since 1985, 
and it involves a disciplined and painstaking effort each evening after the hunt. However, 
the members are learning a considerable amount about the field biology of the birds con- 
cerned. Several members are B stream pupils, but such practical work is extending them 
academically, beyond many of their A stream counterparts in this field of endeavour, which 
amounts to basic research. All the data will be used to update material in such texts as 
Robert’s Birds of Southern Africa (Maclean 1985). 


The junior apprentices showed much interest, particularly C. Masterson who gained 
acceptance into the functional ranks of the club. He will fly a female Gabar Goshawk next 
year. G. Duckworth contributed with a regular supply of doves and loeries for hawk food, 
but unfortunately sporting commitments have inhibited him, and he has chosen to drop 
out. 


Veteran female African Goshawks, “Tich” and ‘‘Guta’”’, provided another season of 
excellent action, particularly the former, who also layed her first clutch of eggs, while moult- 
ing in her mews. Sadly ““Gismo”’, the two and a half year old Red Breasted Sparrowhawk died 
early in the season, while the famous ““Whizz’’, my eight year old F1 Peregrine Falcon, broke 
her neck when she caught a Shelley’s Francolin as they careered through a fence. Ironically 
this occurred at the end of the season just when she was about to be rested. Finally ‘“‘Zara’’, 
atwo year old Gabar Goshawk died in her mews. Despite a post mortem, no cause of death was 
established. African Goshawks ‘“‘Guta”’ and “Emma” will be released this Christmas holiday. 
Three fresh eyas Gabar Goshawks will be trained for the new season, while it is hoped that 
a new eyas Black Sparrowhawk will be collected soon. 


“Mphezi’’, the intermewed female Black Sparrowhawk had an excellent and character- 
istically dramatic season. First she was lost for three days early in the season, and was in very 
poor shape when recovered on a chicken by some locals in a nearby compound. A $20,00 
reward was payed, the two locals retiring to the ‘‘Why Not Hotel” for a party. Then she took 
a guinea fowl in a well, dropping some seven metres with her quarry. This event much sur- 
prised our visitors, Mr Henk Dijkstra, a world famous falconer from Holland, and Dr Arthur 
Dunkley, the National Parks falconry coordinator. Brian Fearon needed a rope ladder and a 
hard hat for the recovery. 

My team of “Whizz” and “Kermit” (F1 Peregrine tiercel produced here last year) flew 
with verve and style, individually and as a cast. They took 91 and 40 head of game respecti- 
vely, including francolin, teal, White Faced Duck, guinea fowl and Grey Loeries. Together 
with “Cilla” (seven year old African Hawk Eagle), who took 91 hares, they entertained a wide 
range of people. 

The club gave several lectures to visiting schools, the O.A.Z. and to fellow pupils. 

Visitors included Peter Steyn, Henk and Anne-Marie Dijkstra, Dr Arthur Dunkley, 
Jim Weaver, Bill Heinrich and Prof. Jim Enderson (from the Peregrine Fund Inc.,), Dr Peter 
Mundy (chief Ornithologist with National Parks) and Mrs Jemina Parry-Jones from the 
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Falconry Centre, U.K. We were most honoured with these visits, with all of our guests making 
time to discuss raptors and conservation with the boys, and some of them giving lectures as 
well. 


In my study, strewn with maps, research data, books, and Peregrine egg shell samples 
being analysed by world famous researcher Prof. Jim Enderson, we were entertained by the 
latter to a superb slide show and talk on the Peregrine Fund operation in the U.S.A. He also 
presented the library with a signed copy of his very recent publication, an anthology on 
falconry, entitled ‘““Gamehunting at its very best.” Jim Weaver and Bill Heinrich presented 
the library with a signed copy of “The Rites of Autumn”, another generous gift from the 
Peregrine Fund Inc. Mrs Parry-Jones will be sending us a signed copy of her excellent and 
popular book “Falconry, care, captive breeding and conservation.” 


An effort to recover a pair of young Taita Falcons for captive breeding was unsuccessful, 
despite nearly two weeks in the field. This is part of a joint programme with the Peregrine 
Fund Inc., which will amount to a major study on the falcons of this region. Taitas were seen 
and studied and it is hoped to recover a pair next year. The Taita is Africa’s rarest falcon. 


Four members participated in the Zimbabwe Falconers’ Club Falcon-Peterhouse expedi- 
tion to Siabuwa and Chizarira recently. This was the second year of our involvement with 
the ODA Environment Impact Assessment Team. Last year’s report appears elsewhere in 
this edition. The recent trip was a resounding success all round, with some extremely import- 
ant results, which will help to provide a clearer picture of DDT contamination in that 
area. 


All of the members have made an effort in the field looking for raptor nests and checking 
traditional sites. Several members attended the Z.F.C. Heroes Weekend Fieldmeet, held this 
year at Eastdale Ranch. Our hosts were Johan and Norma Heymans, parents of Pierre (1985) 
and Marc (1987) who were highly successful falconers in this club. An outstanding event, the 
college contingent enjoyed some good success in the field. 


Probably the most notable event was the return of “Inca”, the ten year old Ayre’s Hawk 
Eagle female, released here a year ago (see the Falcon 1989). After being released she returned 
for food nearly every day for some twenty weeks. Then she disappeared for three weeks 
only to return briefly for two feeds, before disappearing for five months. On her latest return 
she persisted around her favourite perch, a large Coffee Shade tree above the Peregrine breed- 
ing pens. The latter were at the early stage of incubation; so that it became necessary to retrap 
“Inca”, as the Peregrines were coming off their eggs in defence of their eyries. Despite her 
extended sojourn in the wild she settled down to her constrained existence in captivity 
yet again. She will be released when the young F'l Peregrines are fully grown. Then Dirk 
Dudman recovered a juvenile Ayre’s Hawk Eagle male caught in a fence near Lupane. This 
bird has now recovered and he will be released with ‘“‘Inca’’. 


Dirk also successfully trained and rehabilitated a juvenile Brown Snake Eagle called 
“Trouble”. She was hacked from the Posselt’s house, and delighted all those interested in 
birds for just over three months, before disappearing. All of the birds released are 
ringed. 

Five young Peregrines were produced in captivity from two pairs, including Africa’s first 
F2 (ie both parents are F1 birds). The parents of the latter are well known hunting hawks 
“Rudi” and “Chigwe’’. Successful double clutching was employed for the first time at this 
facility, involving the older pair of Peregrines, “Jake” and “Rudzi’’, now in their eighth year. 
This pair produced four young, three males and a female. These were also hatched in an 
incubator and reared for about two weeks by hand before being returned to their parents. 
Just one of these will be retained here for training. Another will go to a falconer in Harare, 
while three will be hacked back around the college. Together with the Peterhouse facility, 
which produced their first young this year, these are the only schools in the world which pro- 
duce endangered species captivity. It is also fitting that Peregrine Falcons are bred and 
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FALCONRY CLUB 


BREEDING ENDANGERED SPECIES IN CAPTIVITY 


“Pickle” captive bred peregrine 
just fledged and ready for train- 
ing. 


Two of the five peregrines bred at the college. The 
larger female ison the left. Three have been released. 


45 


Retrieved from a 10m. deep well, Mphezi on her guinea fowl. 
Left to right (Standing) H. DIJKSTRA, B. FEARON, A. DUNKLEY 
(Kneeling) A. DIJKSTRA 
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oo 


Two of the five peregrines pro- 
duced in captivity at the College, 
including Africa’s First F2. 


HUNTING THE SANDVELD 
(Left to right) C. MASTERSON, 
PEREGRINE, PINCER, 

A. DUNKLEY, H. DIJKSTRA a 
AND G. DUCKWORTH. ieee 


Cis 
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released at this college. 


Finally I gave a couple of presentations on falconry and our conservation work at Siabuwa 
on the radio programme Wildlife Forum. 


It has been varied and stimulating year which will long be remembered, not the least for 
the constant vigilance day after day, where up to seventeen raptors, four pointer dogs and 
over a hundred racing pigeons and quail have to be cared for and fed. Unlike gun hunting and 
cricket, where the equipment is stored in the cabinet or cupboard, the hunting hawks and their 
considerable infrastructure must be maintained daily. 

RON HARTLEY 


Falconry as an Extra Curriculum Activity 


Introduction 


The present club is now seven years old and well established with a set routine. It is also 
world renowned. In short it has ‘made it’ despite the strong emphasis on sporting activities 
within the college. A powerful tradition for natural history has helped enormously. 
Club activities have been accommodated well within the extra curricular programu.?. 


It is unlikely that any other extra curricular activities are as demanding in terms of time 
required. Moreover a great degree of self discipline and perseverance are required. The hawks 
are a precious natural resource that cannot be wasted, abused or neglected. Any careless 
mistake is often fatal and the last to be made in that context. The loss of a trained hawk is 
always painful, moreso for the younger inexperienced apprentices. Consequently it is essen- 
tial that prospective members undergo a rigorous selection filter. 

Just eight places are available for full members, who are entitled to train and hunt a suit- 
able hawk. Each of these is apprenticed to me, the full time professional falconer. It is a 
genuine apprenticeship. The outline below describes the key conditions for entry and the 
minimum standards accepted. There are also places for junior apprentices, who do not fly 
hunting hawks, but who attach themselves to the full members and so learn some of the 
basics. Junior apprentices who show promise sometimes take up a rehabilitation hawk for 
training and eventual release. It is from these ranks that a shortlist for new members emerges. 
An oral test is given at the end of the year. 


Conditions for Apprentices 


THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN SHORTLISTED MUST OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING 
PROCEDURE: 


1) Study the folder on training, management and regulations. You will be required to sit a 
test on this material in due course. 
2) You must arrange a time with Mr Hartley, when you will be required to handle one of the 
trained hawks, so that he can assess your basic “touch” with hawks. 
3) SHOULD YOU BE SELECTED AS A MEMBER, FINAL SUCCESS WILL BE 
DEPENDANT UPON YOUR FULFILMENT OF THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 
i) Equipment — you must present suitable swivels (2 Sampo); leather for aylmeris; 
nylon for leashes and jesses; bells (available from the Z.F.C. at $15,00 per set); aglove 
(these can be purchased from the Club and cost approx. $30,00); and two hoods made 
by you. 
ii) Inthe event of your satisfying the above, you must provide at least 25 doves in order 
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to feed your hawk adequately, while additional food must be collected for continued 
maintenance. 

iii) You may be required to collect your own hawk, which should be one of the prescribed 
species i.e. Gabar Goshawk, African Goshawk. Apart from the Specifically Protec- 
ted Species the following are NOT permitted for beginners: Ovambo, Red-breasted 
and Little Sparrowhawks. Although acceptable, the following species are not 
recommended: Wahlberg’s Eagle, Chanting Goshawk, Black Shouldered Kite and 
the Migrant Kites. Other species worth consideration include: Avgur Buzzard 
Greater Kestrel, and Dickinson’s Kestrel. 

iv) You must join the Z.F.C. (Zimbabwe Falconer’s Club) — application forms are 
available. Membership costs $10,00 per annum. 


v) You are expected to improve your knowledge of birds of prey and conservation. 
vi) You should read widely on hunting and outdoor sports so that you come to appreciate 
the finer qualities of sportsmanship. 


vii) Study the behaviour and habits of quarry species so that you come to respect them 
and their conservation. 


viii) Study the art of dog training, especially the pointing dogs, useful to falconry. 

xi) Study the correct management of a pigeon loft, useful in the training of longwings, 
and a source of enjoyment for its own sake. Racing pigeons are excellent flying birds 
and must be treated with respect. 

x) Learn the skills of hood making. 

xi) Ensure that you have a suitable mews at home, correct perches etc 

4. Club members are expected to help in the development work (build mews etc) and must 
maintain the facilities in a clean, hygienic manner. Defaulters will be suspended. 


5. When members are away for a weekend, those remaining must assist in the correct 
management of the hawks. 


6. The most important principle of falconry is the HAWKS — THEY COME FIRST. 


Educational Merits 


Members naturally explore the outdoors for potential hunting hawks and for quarry. 
These searches in the wild involve adventure, initiative, physical ability, courage, way find- 
ing and considerable perseverance. As the club is involved in meaningful research and con- 
servation, all natural history records are documented. Constant referral to standard works 
in natural history is an integral part of the exercise. There is an intellectual element, especi- 
ally when members are asked to analyse and even publish material. 


Moreover the ‘hands on’ approack to wild life stimulates a keener interest in the creatures. 
The exercise is tangible and meaningful in a unique sense. 


Members also learn about the rigours and principles of livestock management. They also 
get a first hand experience of animal behaviour in the context of training and hunting their 
hawks as well as in observing the evasive tactics of the quarry. It is often difficult to hunt 
certain quarry species and a couple of assistants are often required. 

Teamwork is important and vital. When some members are away over weekends someone 
has to take responsibility for the extra hawks. As the team professional, I have to keep a 
constant eye on the livestock on a daily basis. This is a way of life. When a hawk is lost 
members are expected to help, which requires an exodus into the bush before first light, with 
lures and even live decoys. There also has to be a good plan. 


This club has been extremely successful all round. A perusal of The Falcon, 1983 to the 
present, will endorse this remark. 
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Daily Regime 

Allof the hawks are cared for every day and there is a considerable collection. At the time 
of writing there are thirteen Peregrine Falcons, six of which have been bred here in captivity, 
five of them this year. There are two Ayre’s Hawk Eagles (Africa’s rarest and the only pair 
in captivity in the world), an African Hawk Eagle, a Black Sparrowhawk, two Gabar 
Goshawks, and three female African Goshawks. 

In the morning the hunting hawks are taken from the night quarters, called the mews, 
tethered outside to their perches on the lawned weathering area. The students complete this 
exercise after breakfast. These hawks are checked periodically during the day, given a bath 
when necessary and kept in the shade. 

Food is taken out of the freezer after lunch, while members organise hunting areas for the 
afternoon. It is vital that there is no overlap in this regard, as the hawks will slay each other in 
the field. 

By 3.30pm in the winter, the main hunting term, it is time to pick them up for weighing. 
The hawks are weighed before and after the hunt, in order to gauge their condition, an 
essential part of the hunting programme. These weights are recorded, as well as the nature of 
the food given. 

Hunting can take place around the college, or a trip can be arranged with me, as I hunt 
my Peregrines every day, invariably using my faithful Isuzu pickup to get to the more distant 
areas. We have roughly half a million acres of land to work over in this district, a fantastic 
luxury. Consequently the furthest trips extend about twenty-five kilometres from the 
campus. 

Most hunts involve a walk of one and a half to two hours; so that five to six kilometres of 
walking is the norm. Most falconers hunt their hawks for at least one hundred days in the 
season, and it is not unusual to extend this to 200 days. 

On the return from the hunt the hawks must be fed and placed in their mews. If any kills 
are made, these are examined, identified, weighed, measured, sexed and the stomach or 
crop contents are stored for analysis. Junior apprentices are expected to attend some of these 
sessions and learn the basic procedure. By kind favour of ““Macnosh” a late supper is avail- 

able. Members often start prep late. However, a careful check is maintained on their acade- 
mic progress. Sanctions can be imposed on falconry activities, should there be a lack of effort 
in the classroom. 

At the end of the season when there may be a need to collect a new hawk, members will 
spend the whole day out searching for nests. Tree climbing is necessary and this is not for the 
faint hearted or the sufferer of vertigo. Considerable care and dedication during the day is 
needed in the rearing of young hawks. 


Optional Extras 
The annual Z.F.C. Fieldmeet in August is held in a different farming district each year. 
It is the premier falconry event in Africa, and several foreign members attend as well. 
Expeditions are held from time to time, such as those to Siabuwa and Chizarira. These 
inolve exciting and original research on raptors, in particularly wild and pristine areas of the 
country, where there is also dangerous game. 


Costs and Comparisons 

Members are levied a basic charge of $15,00 per term, which helps to cover some of the 
costs of maintenance, including the Z.F.C. deep freeze. Most of the essential equipment can 
be made or purchased in the country. This includes gauntlets, bells, leashes and swivels, 
perches and hunting jackets. Perches and the mews facilities, a club room, deep freeze, 
weighing scale and weathering area are provided. Hawks can even be left here during the 
holidays, provided sufficient food is provided. Food is a vital consideration. While a basic 
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ration must be provided at the beginning of term, periodically an intensive dove shoot is 
arranged over some of the weekends. This is a team effort. A satisfactory days hunting will 
yield about forty doves. 


Most of the hawks require a quarter to half a dove per day. Such a diet is preferable to the 
equivalent in beef or venison. The hunting hawks bring in a significant proportion of this, 
about a third of the annual ration of 2 920 doves required. Deidre Hartley rears coturnix quail 
at a break-even price of 80c per bird. A quail is the same size as a dove. Doves are shot with a 
.22 rifle or pellet guns. Shooting with a .22 rifle is no longer a cheap option as each round 
now costs about 40c! Without the cost of the quarry taken by the hunting hawks, it is costing 
at least $1 600,00 to feed this menagerie each year, ie two thirds of the annual ration. 


When one considers the cost of hawks in Europe and North America, coupled with the 
difficult access to hunting, it is not surprising that Falcon College and Peterhouse are the 
only falconry clubs at school level in the world. In Zimbabwe it is illegal to trade in raptors 
without a permit, while the most prized hawks for falconry require a National Parks permit 
as well. As there is no market for birds of prey within Zimbabwe, trade has not arisen as a legal 
option. However, in say the U.K., a Peregrine Falcon would cost £900,00, while a successful 
breeding pair would cost about £4 000,00. An African Hawk Eagle and a Black Sparrowhawk 
would cost about £1 500,00 each, and an African Goshawk about £500,00. The Ayre’s Hawk 
Eagle is so rare, that no practical value could be ascertained. Sc in terms of U.K. prices 
the collection of raptors at this college is worth £14 600,00! Fortunately there is no trade 
here and the hawks can be treated in a healthy natural way. Three of the captive bred Pere- 


grine will be released shortly, while both of the Ayre’s Hawk Eagles will go the same way. 


The apprentices at this college are indeed fortunate. There are also four top quality, 
trained pointing dogs, one of which is used regularly by the young members. Probably the 
most valuable asset is the generosity of our neighbouring landowners, who allow us un- 
inhibited access to their land, which has ampie populations of quarry. 

Finally the firm support of the Z.F.C. and the Department of National Parks and Wild 
Life Management is the fulchrum for this unique educational programme. 

RON HARTLEY 


Prey Selection of Trained Accipiters 
at Falcon College 1989 


Introduction 


At Falcon College this year five hawks were hunted and these were; one Black Sparrow- 
hawk (Accipiter melanoleucus) three African Goshawks (Accipiter tachiro) and one Gabar 
Goshawk (Micronisus gabar). The Black Sparrowhawk has no had two hunting seasons and 
was obtained from Harare in June 1988. Only one of the African Goshawks is relatively new 
to the club and was obtained from Mazowe in November 1987. This hawk has had two seasons 
of hunting. However, it has turned out unsuccessful. The other two African Goshawks have 
served the club well with six hunting seasons each and were both obtained from Mutare. 
The Gabar Goshawk was also a relatively new hawk to the club and had two hunting season 
being obtained from Ruwa towards the end of 1987. Unfortunately this hawk died this year 
at the beginning of the season for a reason unknown. 


The hawks are mainly hunted in mixed thornveld except when boys go home for the 
weekends and holidays where different habitat is encountered. The hunting and management 
of the hawks is conducted by the Falcon College Falconry Club. 
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Methods 


These focus on actual hunting forays in the local bush around Falcon College. The Hawks 
chase quarry that is natural to them while certain individuals specialise on certain species 
they become adept at capturing. (R. Hartley pers. comm.) 


The Black Sparrowhawk is a quick flier, its flight being clandestine and often low level. 
Normally it captures its prey as the latter is forced to put in following a swift dash. It is mainly 
a gamebird hunter and in this respect the use of pointers and “‘flushers’’* is required, parti- 
cularly when the gamebirds have been chased once, when they are reluctant to fly again. The 
pointer is able to track down the scent of a gamebird which is normally in cover. After a con- 
firmed point the gamebird is flushed and thus the hawk is served. Black Sparrowhawks react 
immediately to a flushed bird and they are tenacious and persevering in the hunt. Many 
hunts proceed after an inadvertent flush by the falconers. 


The African Goshawks mostly use level pursuit off the glove and in some cases can learn 
to take gamebirds. Normally they will take buttonquail as well as cisticolas, larks and other 
small birds. African Goshawks are extremely opportunistic and take small mammals such as 
rats, nightapes and squirrels (Crossland 1988). 

The Gabar Goshawk uses a similar hunting style to the African Goshawk and hunts 
mainly the small birds. Flushers are used mainly and a pointing dog occasionally, for the 
African Goshawk and the Gabar Goshawk. 

All the hawks were hunted at quarry they were keen for and so the prey selection was 
similar to that of hawks in the wild. 


*Flusher — A person who is used to disturb the quarry to allow the hawk an opportunity to 
chase it. 


Results 
Table 1 (1989) 


Origin Av. Prey 
SPECIES OF HAWK & Date Flying Wght asa No. of Main 
Obtained Weight of %of Kills Prey 
Prey hawks (no. 
taken Body weigh- 


Weht_ ed) 
Black Sparrowhawk (Mphezi) Harare 770-810g 592g 76% 58 Gamebirds 
Jun ’88 (46) (91%) 
African Goshawk (Titch) Mutare 340-350g 153g 44% 41 Birds (58%) 
1984 (40) Mammals (42%) 
+ Reptiles 
African Goshawk (Guta) Mutare 340-350g 129g 37% 12 Birds (92%) 
1984 (10) Mammals (8%) 
+ Reptiles 
African Goshawk (Emma) Mazoe 325-335g 52g 16% 2 Birds (100%) 
Nov ’87 ( 2) 
Gabar Goshawk (Zara) Ruwa 185-190g 46g 25% 7 Birds (100%) 
Nov ’87 ( 6) Cisticola, 
Prinia and 
Buttonquail 
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Table 2 (1988 and 1989 kills) 


Species of Hawks 
Black Sparrowhawk (Mphezi) 


Species of Hawks 


African Goshawk (Titch) 


Species of Hawks 


Species of Kills 1988 1989 


Helmeted Guineafowl 12 10 
(Numida meleagris) 

Swainson’s Francolins 20 32 
(Francolinus swainsoni) 

Natal Francolins 6 5 
(Francolinus natalensis) 

Coqui Francolins il ) 
(Francolinus coqut) 

Crested Francolins 2 
(Francolins sephaena) 

Senegal Coucals 2 4 
(Centropus senegalensis) 


Species of Kills 1988 1989 


Treble banded Courser 1 
(Rhinoptilus cinctus) 
Blacksmith Plover 1 
(Vanellus armatus) 
Arrow-marked 2 
(Turdoides jardineii) 

Grey Lourie 1 
(Corthaixoides concolor) 

Kurrichane Buttonquail 1 
(Turnix sylvatica) 

(9 species) po 
Total kills 45 
100% Birds (87% gamebirds) 
(44% Swainsons francolins) 


(8 species) 
Total kills 58 


(91% gamebirds) 
(55% swainsons 


francolins) 
Swaisons Francolins 1 6 
Natal Francolins 1 1 
Grey Louries 6 2 
Senegal Coucals 2 2 
Fiery-necked Nightjars 1 
(Caprimulgus pectoralis) 
Arrow-marked Babblers 3 
Kurrichane Buttonquails 4 
Long tailed shrikes 5 1 
(Corvinella melanoleuca) 
Species of Kills 1988 1989 
Crested Barbets 2 1 
(Trachyphonus vaillantit) 
Three streaked tchagara 1 
(Tchagara australis) 
Grey headed sparrows 1 


(Passer diffusus) 
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African Goshawk (Guta) 


Croaking cisticolas 
(Cisticola natalensis) 
Rattling cisticolas 
(Cisticola chiniana) 
Night Apes 

(Galago maholi) 
Slender Mongoose 
(Herpestes sanguineus) 
Squirrels (Bush) 
(Paraxerus cepapi) 
Tree rats 

(Thallomys paedulcus) 
Angoni vlei rats 
(Otomys angoniensus) 
Short snouted Elephant 
shrews 

(Elephantulus 
brachyrhynchus) 

1 Striped skink 
(Mabuya striata) 
Grasshopper 

(15 species) 

Total kills 


78% Birds 
22% Mammals 


Senegal Coucals 
Grey Louries 
Spotted Eagle Owls 
(Bubo africanus) 
Arrow-marked Babblers 
Boubou Shrikes 
(Laniarus ferrugineus) 
Long tailed shrikes 
Crested Barbets 
Kurrichane Buttonquail 
Tawny flanked prinia 
(Prinia sublava) 
Rattling cisticola 
Squirrels (Bush) 
Frog (unidentified) 
1 Striped skink 
(9 species) 
Total kills 
73% Birds 
23% Mammals 

4% Reptiles 
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(16 species) 
Total kills 


54% Birds 

42 Mammals 
2% Reptiles 
2% Insects 


(9 species) 

Total kills 
84% Birds 

8% Mammals 

8% Reptiles 
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African Goshawk (Emma) Long-tailed Shrikes 
Southern Black Tit al 


Squirrels (Bush) 1 

(1 species) ——s (2 species) = 
Total kills 1 Total kills 2 
100% Mammals 100% Birds 


Gabar Goshawk (Zara) Kurrichane Buttonquails 20 ) 
Micronisus gabar 
Harlequin quails 6 
(Coturnix delegorguet) 
Helmeted guineafowls 1 
(Juvenile) 
Cisticolas 4 2 
(croaking & rattling) 
Rufous naped Larks 
(Mirafra africana) 
Tawny flanked Prinias 2 
(Prinia sublava) 
Red billed Queleas 1 
(Quelea quelea) 
Melba Finches 1 
(Pytilia melba) 
(7 species) _—— (4 species) es 
Total kills 33 Total kills 7 


100% Birds 100% Birds 


Discussion 


The diversity of quarry a hawk may kill depends mostly on three factors: 


The relative size and weight of quarry. 

The ability of the quarry to out-manoeuvre the h awk, whether it is able to fly or run more 
quickly, until the hawk gives up or by being able to jink and dodge the hawk, possibly 
escaping into a hole or thick cover. 

3. The willingness of the hawk to chase, which depends partly in the inherent abilities of 
the species used. 


Noe 


The Black Sparrowhawk is the biggest of the Sparrowhawks and will take big quarry 
such as the Helmeted Guineafowl weighing about 1 560 grams. However, it will also take 
relatively small prey for example a Kurrichane Buttonquail weighing about 38 grams. On 
average our Black Sparrowhawk at Falcon College takes prey about 76% of its body weight. 
Although the Black Sparrowhawk is a quick flier it only reaches its maximum speed after 
about eight metres of flying. For its size it is surprisingly agile, and it has a very long tail, 
which assists it considerably. It is a very efficient hunter. The Black Sparrowhawk essentially 
captures birds and in our case 87% of the kills were gamebirds and 60% of these gamebirds 
consisted of Swainson’s francolins. The Black Sparrowhawk is a very willing hawk in the chase 
and will often pursue quarry for 500 metres. 

The Gabar Goshawk is about four times smaller than the Black Sparrowhawk and thus 
takes smaller quarry. Our Gabar Goshawk’s biggest kill was a juvenile Helmeted Guineafowl 
of 172 grams and the smallest kill was a Tawny flanked Prinia weighing 9 grams. On average 
this Gabar Goshawk took quarry of about 25% of its body weight. It is a quick flier and is 
very agile being able to fly in areas with a considerable number of obstacles such as in Acacia 
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scrub. The Gabar Goshawk will show a considerable amount of persistence and will pursue 
quarry for about 200 metres. This hawk will take various species of small birds although it also 
feeds on mice, reptiles (lizards, snakes) and insects. 


The African Goshawk is twice the size of the Gabar Goshawk. Instead of taking small prey 
or just big prey it will take a range of sizes from as big as a Natal Francolin cock of 546 grams 
to as small as a Rattling Cisticola of 14 grams. It takes an average quarry of about 38% of its 
body weight. The African Goshawk is less agile than the Gabar Goshawk but its hunting style 
is similar and consists of level pursuit. This hawk is not very persistent and will chase a 
francolin for about 100 metres and may then give up. It takes a large variety of species which 
comprise of about 50% birds and 40% mammals and it will also take frogs, insects, grass- 
hoppers and lizards. The most commonly killed mammals around Falcon College are tree 
mice and squirrels and these are found mostly in trees and bushes as well as quarries. Another 
two mammals which the African Goshawk kills are Night apes which are disturbed from their 
nests and the ferocious slender mongoose which may be a result of misidentification with the 
bush squirrel. The Spotted Eagle owl taken by Guta (table 2) was injured and had to be put 
down. It is unlikely that a female African Goshawk would normally tackle such prey. The 
African Goshawk has proved the most versatile raptor taking 18 species of quarry, while the 
Black Sparrowhawk has proved the most specialised taking 9 species, 87% of these being 
gamebirds. 
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Notes of Weights, Measurements, 
Moult and Breeding Period of Game Birds 
Caught by Trained Hawks 
around Falcon College in 1989 


Introduction 

There are seven species of game birds taken regularly by both long and short winged hawks 
around the Falcon College area. These are the Coqui (Francolinus coqui), Shelley’s 
(Francolins Shelleyi), Crested (Francolinus sephaena), Swainson’s (Francolinus swain- 
sonii) and Natal francolin (Francolinus natalensis), the Helmeted guineafowl (Numida 
meleagris) and the Kurrichane buttonquail (Turnix sylvatica). The hawks used to catch 
these birds were,the Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus minor), the Black sparrowhawk 
(Accipiter melanoleucus) and the African goshawk (Accipiter tachiro). 
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This paper summarises the weights, measurements and details of moult of the quarry 
species caught. There is little data published on these characteristics. (Maclean 1985). 


Methods 


After the quarry is caught it is taken back to school where it is weighed and 
measured. 


The weight is found by using an Ohaus Triple Beam Balance scale. The weight is usually 
taken to the nearest fifth of a gram. The result is then recorded. 
The culmen is measured using a pair of dividers. The reading is taken from the upper 


mandible to the end of the bill (except in Guineafowl where the bill measurement is taken). 
The distance is then measured in millimetres and then recorded. 


The wing measurement is taken from the wing elbow to the tip of the largest straightened 
primary feather, using a millimetre ruler. The result is then recorded. 

The tail measurement is found by measuring the distance from the base to the tip of the 
tail. The result is then recorded. 

The tarsus measurement is found by measuring from the middle of the ankle joint to the 
top of the middle toe. The result is then recorded. 

The bird is then checked for essential primary moult and then sexed and noted whether 
it is in breeding condition. This is done by judging the size of the ovaries or testes, which are 
measured respectively. The measurements of the quarry are taken and averaged out at the 
end of the season. Only the fully grown specimens are included in this paper. 


Shelley’s Moult 2 5 3 3 2 31 
Francolin No Moult 0 0 9 2 5 
Crested Moult 0 0 0 1 0 2 
Francolin No Moult 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Swainson’s Moult 0 8 9 5 6 41 
Francolin No Moult 1 3 2 5 1 
Natal Moult 0 0 1 1 0 6 
Francolin No Moult 1 0 1 2 0 
Helmeted Moult 0 0 4 38 0 4 
Guineafowl No Moult 0 0 0 zh 0 
Kurrichane Moult 0 0 0 0 0 2 
Buttonquail No Moult 0 0 0 0 1 
Table 3 — Percentage of birds caught that were in breeding condition 
Species April May June July August 
Coqui No. in breeding 
Francolin condition 1 2 1 2 0 
No. caught 2 2 1 7 2 
% 50% 100% 100% 28,5% 0% 
Shelley’s No. in breeding 
Francolin condition 2 5 8 2 
No. caught 2 5 11 5 
% 100% 100% 73% 40% 28,5% 
Crested No. in breeding 
Francolin condition 0 0 0 0 0 
No. caught 0 1 0 a 0 
% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 
Swainson’s No. in breeding 
Francolin condition 2 9 4 8 1 
No. caught 2 11 11 10 7 
% 100% 82% 36% 80% 14% 
Natal No. in breeding 
Francolin condition 0 0 0 1 0 
No. caught 1 0 0 3 0 
% 0% 0% 0% 33% 0% 
Guineafowl No. in breeding 
condition 0 0 0 2 0 
No. caught 0 0 1 8 0 
% 0% 0% 0% 25% 0% 
Kurrichane No. in breeding 
Buttonquail condition 0 0 0 0 2 
No. caught 0 0 0 0 2 
% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 


Overall, the data in Table 1 falls within the parameters given by Maclean (1985), but there 


Results 
Table 1 — Showing all average weights and measurements of game birds caught 

No. of 
Species Sex Weight Culmen Wing Tail Tarsus Moult Speci- 

mens 
Coqui M 260,5 20,3 146,5 77,6 35,2 5 9 
Francolin F 228,0 19,3 123,7 64,5 32,8 7 
Shelley’s M 496,0 29,2 172,5 83,0 39,5 14 18 
Francolin F 456,0 28,5 167,5 77,0 38 13 
Crested M 363,0 24,0 162,0 90,0 41,0 1 1 
Francolin F 314,5 23,0 155,0 77,0 40 1 
Swainson’s M 704,0 31,0 196,5 72,5 58,9 30 19 
Francolin F 485,0 27,0 178,5 73,5 54,0 22 
Natal M 473,5 27,0 165,6 93,3 46,0 6 3 
Francolin F 408,0 24,6 146,0 61,0 42 3 
Helmeted M 1 514,0 25,3 290,3 165,0 74,9 3 3 
Guineafowl F 1 414,5 22,9 282,0 155,0 73,3 11 
Kurrichane M 39,0 11,0 — 19,0 1 1 
Buttonquail F 48,0 11,0 81,0 41,0 24,0 1 
Table 2 — Seasonal distribution of moult 
Z Moult F No. of 
Species If any April May June July Aug. Becta 
Coqui Moult 1 1 0 0 16 
Francolin No Moult 1 1 6 3 
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are some differences highlighted below, coupled with the fact that this study provides a much 
wider sample for the weights of species such as the Coqui (see Table 4 below) and Shelley's. 
This is the only data published for this specific area in Zimbabwe, while it forms a part of 
a much larger study being undertaken by Mr R.R. Hartley (in preparation). 


57 


Table 4 — Number of specimens examined for weight a) Falcon College study 
b) MacLean (1985) 


_— Sox Falcon College Maclean (1985) 
No. of Specimens No. of Specimens 

Coqui M 9 2 

F 7 1 
Shelleys M 18 7 

F 13 10 
Crested M 1g 8 

F 1 3 
Swainsons M 19 90 

F 22 100 
Natal M 3 5 

F 3 5 
Helmeted M 3 326 (not sexed) 
Guineafowl F 11 
Kurrichane M 1 3 (not sexed) 
Buttonquail F 2 
Coqui 


The average weight of the Coqui examined around Falcon College is significantly higher 
than that in Maclean (1985), 260,5gms compared with 241,5gms, while the largest male 
weighed 295,0gms as opposed to 255,0gms. However, an unsexed individual in Maclean 
weighed 350gm — this was probably a male. 


Crested Francolin 

The weights of the Crested francolin fall well within the parameters given by Maclean. 
However, there were only two Crested francolin sampled at Falcon College; one male and one 
female weighing 363gms and 314,5gms respectively; this obviously is not a very reliable 
average for Falcon College. 


Shelley’s Francolin 

Compared with Maclean (1985), Falcon College’s Shelley’s weights are comparable and lie 
within the range given. However, the larger individual male and female recorded by Maclean 
each weighed 600gms. Falcon College’s records differed in that the largest male was 560gms 
while the female was 599gms. The average weights of male and female specimens at Falcon 
College were 494gms and 456gms respectively. The unusually large female was carrying eggs. 
The next largest was 525,6gms. 


Swainson’s francolin 

The average weight of male and female recorded at Falcon College were; 704gms and 
485gms respectively comparable with Maclean’s averages of 706gms and 505gms for male and 
female respectively. 

The largest male and female individuals recorded at Falcon College were 824gms and 
630gms respectively, compared with the largest male and female recorded by Maclean, 
875gms and 750gms respectively. 


Guineafowl 

The largest male and female recorded at Falcon College are 1 568gms and 1 581gms 
respectively. The average for the males recorded at Falcon College was 1 514gms and the 
average for the females recorded at Falcon College was 1 414gms. Maclean only gives unsexed 
birds of which the average was 1 352gms and the largest was 1 860gms. 
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Natal francolin 


The average weights of males and females recorded at Falcon College were 473,5gms 
and 408gms respectively. These are not accurate according to Maclean’s whose male and 
female averages are 606gms and 425gms respectively. Both the largest female and male 
individual fall below the average of Maclean, being 421gms and 544gms respectively. 


Kurrichane buttonquail 


Falcon College recorded a male of 34gms and a female of 48gms. Maclean weighed three 
of the species which were unsexed; the smallest was 37gms the average 42gms and the largest 
was 48gms. Both pieces of information are not very good as there are only a few of the species 
recorded by Falcon College and Maclean. 


Moult 


Unfortunately there is not much data available on this. As can be seen from Table 2 that 
there is no set pattern for the moult and it is erratic. 


Breeding: 
Coqui 

During the hunting season at Falcon College there were six birds found to be in breeding 
condition, one in April, two in May; June there was one; two in July and none in August. This 


is rather erratic but falls within the range given by Irwin who, however, states that the peak 
of the breeding season is December to February. 


Shelley’s 


Falcon College records show that the breeding season is in its height at the beginning of 
the hunting season (April and May) and eases off towards the end of August. Irwin (1981) 
shows that this is so but the amount of breeding peaks again in September. 


Crested 


There were no birds found in breeding condition in the Falcon College study, which cor- 
relates with Irwin (1981) who states that they breed from October to March. 


Swainson’s 


At the beginning of the hunting season the breeding seemed to be at its peak dropping 
off till June. In July the breeding statistics rose again but then dropped again in August. 
this is also the case in Irwin (1981) except for that the fact that he does not show an increase 
during July. 


Natal 


Falcon College recorded one case of breeding during the hunting season. It was in the 
month of July. Irwin (1981) however states that April is the peak of the breeding season 
dropping off as the year progresses. 


Guineafowl 


Two birds in breeding condition were found at Falcon College in July. Irwin states that 
the breeding season is from October to April, the peak being November and December. 


Kurrichane buttonquail 


Two of the species. were found'in August to be in breeding condition at Falcon College. 
Irwin (1981) states that they breed throughout the year their peak being February and 
March. 
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The Energetics of Three Species of Accipiters, 
a Gabar Goshawk, a Blackshouldered Kite 
and a Brown Snake Eagle 


Introduction 


The aim of this is to show i) the daily consumption of food and ii) the relationship 
between the size of the hawk and the amount of food it consumes. This investigation includes 
three female African Goshawks (Accipiter tachiro), two Gabar Goshawks (Micronisus 
Gabar), a Black Sparrowhawk (Accipiter melanoleucus), a Red Breasted Sparrowhawk 
(Accipiter rufiventris), a Blackshouldered Kite (Elanus caeruleus) and a Brown Snake 
Eagle (Circaetus cinereus). The figures for this paper have all be obtained from records kept 
by the falconers who flew the respective hawks regularly during the 1989 season. The statis- 
tics were taken whilst the hawks were in hunting condition, being flown nearly every day, 
to relate them as accurately as possible to similar species in the wild. Very little work of this 
sort has been done on raptors in Southern Africa (Brown 1970). This paper is part of a collec- 
tive project done by the Falcon College Falconry Club. 


Method 


Each hawk was weighed on an Ohaus Triple Beam Balance both before and after being 
fed and exercised every twenty-four hours. The percentages of body weight figures were 
obtained by dividing the average amount of food ingested by the hawk, by its average body 
weight, then expressed as a percentage. The hawks are weighed at approximately four o’clock 
in the afternoon, and again at about seven o’clock in the evening. 


Table 1 — Summary of average food consumed per day during the hunting season 


: Average Period of 
Species & Name Weight Food % ranting N 
Brown Snake Eagle 1 530 g 35g 2,3 12 July - 14 
(Trouble) 5 August 

35 days 
Black Sparrowhawk 793 g 61g 7,6 19 May - 35 
(female) 27 August 
(Mphezi) 100 days 
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African Goshawk 350 g 32 g 9,0 27 April - 54 


(female) 26 August 
(Guta) 121 days 
African Goshawk 345 g 35g 10,0 7 May - 75 
(female) 19 August 
(Tich) 104 days 
Species & Name Weigke Food % He N 
African Goshawk 339 g 30g 9 3 July - 30 
(female) 7 August 
(Emma) 35 days 
Blackshouldered Kite 245 g 25g 10 13 July - 12 
(male) 7 September 
(Thead) 56 days 
Gabar Goshawk 188 g 30g 16 11 January- 30 
(Zara) 4 March 

56 days 
Gabar Goshawk 187 g 2g 15 28 June - 30 
(Phoenix) 24 July 

26 days 
Red Breasted Sparrowhawk* 186 g 19g 10 10 February - 19 
(Gizmo) 21 February 

11 days 


*This hawk was being reduced in weight after four months of ad lib feeding in a pen. 
A Table excerpt from ‘African Birds of Prey’, written by Leslie Brown (1972) 


Species Food % N Weight 
Blackshouldered Kite 40g 20 27 200g 
(male & female) 

Brown Snake Eagle 200g 10 3 2 000g 
(male & female) 

Gabar Goshawk 42g 27 3 150g 


(male & female) 


Key 
Weight — Average hunting weight 
Food — Average amount of food consumed in twenty four hours 
Percentage — Food x 100= % 
Weight 
Period of hunting — The period when the hawk was hunted 
N — Number of figures taken to obtain the averages (Taken when the hawk was in hunting 
conditon). 


Discussion 

From the results obtained there is an obvious relationship between the volume to surface 
area and the amount of food consumed by the hawks. Less food to body size was needed by the 
Snake Eagle (2,3%) than the Gabar (15%) in the same period of time. This shows that the 
Snake Eagle is a better conserver of energy than the smaller hawks. As the Snake Eagle is 
able to consume large amounts of food in a meal it can fast for up to three days unlike the 
Gabar which has to be fed daily. An anomaly was the low percentage intake of food by the 
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Red Breasted Sparrowhawk, which was being reduced in weight after the moult. In normal 
hunting condition, she consumed 13,4% of her body weight (Hartley 1989). 


Comparing the two separate tables, it is seen that very little work has been done on this 
concept, leaving room for further investigation and improvement. Leslie Brown’s figures 
were approximations estimated from known weight. His estimates on the Black Shouldered 
Kite and the Gabar Choshawk are significally different from the results of this study, while 
that on the Brown Snake Eagle is at variance as well. As this study is based on objective results 
from fieldwork it is likely that Brown’s estimations are inaccurate. 
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The Zimbabwe Falconers’ Club 


FALCON-PETERHOUSE EXPEDITION TO SIABUWA AND CHIZARIRA, 1988 

Aims 

These were to assist the Environmental Impact Assessment Survey led by Mr R. 
Douthwaite of the Overseas Development Association, under the auspices of the Department 
of Tsetse and Trypanosomiasis Control Branch of the Veterinary Services. The survey is 
attempting to quantify the effects of DDT and related persistent chemicals on the environ- 
ment. The key practical objective was to find the nests of woodland accipiters and other 
raptors such as falcons. Where possible productivity could be assessed, and eggs could be 
removed for analysis. 


A key educational aim was to promote an interest in natural history and show the students 
the value and limitations of research work. 


Programme 


While the emphasis was on hiking including overnight sessions in the field, variation was 
provided in the form of an excursion into Chizarira National Park for two days. Each group 
had an experienced adult as a leader, while an armed game scout was also provided, the area 
being well populated with dangerous game, such as elephants, buffalo, lion and even Black 
Rhino. All of the major river systems and their larger tributaries are well populated with 
crocodiles. Bushcraft and care in the field was imperative. 


Reports on each leg of the expedition follow below. i.e. (1) and (2) 
THE ZIMBABWE FALCONERS’ CLUB RAPTOR SURVEY OF SIABUWA, 
4-11 DECEMBER 1988 


R.R. Hartley 


ABSTRACT: Review of survey. Justification for taking more samples of eggs, and for 
extending the geographic range of the study. Other recommendations. 
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Introduction 


At the invitation of the DDT Impact Assessment Team, which is working with the Tsetse 
and Trypanosomiasis-Control Branch of the Department of Veterinary Services, a team from 
the Zimbabwe Falconers’ Club (Z.F.C.) was assembled to survey the raptors in the study area 
(Figures 1 and 2), particularly the woodland accipiters. It was an appropriate invitiation as 
falconers were amongst the first to alert authorities to the dangers of DDT in Zimbabwe and 
have contributed significantly to the collection of samples for analysis (Thomson 1984d). 


One of the main reasons for the establishment of the successful Z.F.C. captive breeding 
programmes of Peregrines, started in 1978, was the detection of relatively high levels of chlori- 
nated hydrocarbons in the eggs of some raptors, particularly falcons, accipiters and the Fish 
Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer (Hartley 1983, Thomson 1984b). 


As relatively little work has been carried out on this subject in the Tropics (Mendelsohn 
et al., 1988), and as there is evidence to suggest that the breakdown of these chemicals is 
quicker here than in temperate latitudes, it is imperative that a wider sample of work is 
undertaken. Moreover a recent study on DDT insecticide levels in Zimbabwe revealed that 
residues are “able to accumulate in some wildlife to potentially harmful levels . . . Cause for 
concern lies in the fact that avian predators of these animals (e.g. Bat Hawk Macheir- 
hamphus alcinus, African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro and Fish Eagle) can suffer eggshell 
thinning from the DDE in their food, and there is no doubt that DDE levels in the sampled 
species were sometimes high enough to cause this.’”’ (Matthiessen 1985). 


Team 


This consisted of three specialist falconer-naturalists: the author, from Falcon College, 
R.W Querl from Peterhouse and G. Bodington from Banket. Each of these was able to lead a 
party of three students, chosen from the Falcon College and Peterhouse falconry clubs and 
natural history societies. Three armed scouts from Tsetse Control Branch were also provided 
as escorts in an area which was dangerous game. The student members were: H.V. Beattie, 
J.K. Lyon, N. Fitzroy, K.B. Fearon (Falcon), I. Carter, M. Nilson, S. Mirams, W. Hollinshead 
and S. Carey (Peterhouse). 


Methods 


Working from a fixed based point at the DDT Impact Assessment team’s camp at 
Nabusenga Dan, the area was surveyed from vehicles and then intensively on foot. Both the 
sprayed and unsprayed areas were covered, while particular attention was given to establish- 
ing models for nest sites in this undulating and somewhat monotonous woodland. The team 
leaders swapped groups so that the young naturalists were able to vary their approach and 
benefit from the variety of expertise available. Within 48 hours two suitable models were 
identified and the fieldwork was focussed in these areas. 


Atlas cards were compiled for each grid square studied. Detailed notes on the raptors 
sighted were made, while nest sites were plotted accurately on 1:50 000 topographical sheets. 
Nests were checked for occupancy, while an egg was remoy «i for analysis. Wherever possible 
counts were made of juveniles fledged to assess breeding success. 


Study area 


This lies in the Siabuwa Communal Land, just 90 km east of Binga (Figure 1). Covering 
about 920 km2, it consists of flat to undulating country dominated by mixed woodland with 
Julbernadia globiflora, Kirkia acuminata, Combretum spp., Commiphora sp., mopane and 
baobabs. The study area is dissected in the east by the Sengwa River, with several well defined 
tributaries, forming a significant network of riverine habitat. Some large trees occur in this 
habitat especially near and along the Sengwa River and include Acacia albida, Diospyros 
mespiliformis, Lonchocarpus capassa, Cordyla africana and Combretum imberbe. 
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Zimbabwe Falconers’ Club Falcon-Peterhouse Team 1989 


Stabuwa-Chizarira expedition. 


Studying peregrines at the eyrie. 
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Photo: Ron Hartley 


Results 


About six percent of the area was covered intensively on foot, with groups averaging 
7.7kms per session (Figure 1). Seven full sessions were undertaken with some 21 % hours spent 
searching on foot in the unsprayed and 57 hours in the sprayed areas. 


On the basis of raptors sited per hour in the unsprayed area, 1.21 were seen, as against 
0.72 in the sprayed area. 


Of the 27 species of diurnal raptors seen six were proved to be nesting in the area, with 
another seven almost certainly breeding as well (Table 1). One of the four species of owls 
was proved to be breeding. It is clear that those species attempting breeding are producing 
young, with juveniles being seen around the nests of Little Sparrowhawk Accipiter minullus, 
Little Banded Goshawk Accipiter badius and Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar. It is reason- 
able to assume that the normally resident species, the Fish Eagle and the African Hawkeagle 
Hieraetus spilogaster produced the juveniles seen in the area. Young of the Ovambo Sparrow- 
hawk Accipiter ovampensis and the Wood Owl Strix woodfordi were also seen in the company 
of adults. There is no reason to suspect that the two pairs of Wahlberg’s Eagles Aquila 
wahlbergi would not have produced young in due course, being migrants and less susceptible 
to pesticide poisoning (Mendelshon et al., 1988). 


TABLE 1. LIST OF RAPTORS SEEN AT SIABUWA 


Species Status 

Hooded Vulture Common 
White-backed Valture Common 
White-headed Vulture Common 


Nests found Comments 


Yellow-billed Kite Common 

Black Kite Common 

Black Eagle Resident pair Yes 
Tawny Eagle Isolated 
Wahlberg’s Eagle Common Yes 


African Hawkeagle 


Crowned Eagle 

Brown Snake Eagle 
Bateleur 

Fish Eagle 

Steppe Buzzard 
Lizard Buzzard 
Ovambo Sparrowhawk 
Little Sparrowhawk 


Black Sparrowhawk Uncertain 

Little Banded Goshawk Quite common Yes 
African Goshawk Common Yes 
Gabar Goshawk Common Yes 

Dark Chanting Goshawk Common Suspected 
Gymnogene Common 

Osprey Isolated 

Peregrine (African) Isolated 

Hobby Quite common 
Dickinson’s Kestrel Common 

Barn Owl Quite common 

Wood Owl Common Suspected: 
Scops Owl Quite common 


Giant Eagle Owl 


Quite common Suspected: 


Quite common Suspected: 


Common Suspected: 
Quite common 

Common Yes 
Isolated 


Quite common 


Quite common Suspected: 


Quite common Yes 


Uncertain 
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two large nests in main fork of 
trees suitable prey remains 

classic nest on river, adult birds seen 
on top of Euphorbia 


adult female seen with juveniles 


Likely to breed locally 


1, Nabusenga Dam 
Seen twice — adult male 


Pair seen 


2 broods of recently fledged young 


However it was interesting to note the relatively small number of juvenile Little Banded 
Goshawks seen, just two individuals from four pairs of adults found (Table 2). The two pairs 
of African Goshawks found nesting were just 2.3 km apart. Both of these pairs were nesting 
later than expected (Irwin 1981), Hartley unpublished data), one pair with a single egg clutch 
removed for analysis and on the point of hatching, and the other about to lay, the nest well 
lined with green leaves. The first pair must have laid in the first week of November, while 
the second about the middle of December (calculated from the size of the two chicks found in 
early February). The single egg clutch is most unusual (Maclean 1985). The second pair laid 
a normal clutch of at least three eggs, as an unhatched egg was found with the two chicks 
(Douthwaite pers. comm.). Permeated with cracks the latter was removed for analysis. Very 
high levels of contamination were detected in these two eggs, 174ppm and 114ppm dry weight 
respectively. 


TABLE 2. SUMMARY OF NESTS FOUND AT SIABUWA 


Species Nest Site Comments 

Black Eagle Cliff Adults seen. Alternate nest 

Wahlberg’s Eagle Baobab Nest lined and female sitting 

Wahlberg’s Eagle Baobab Nest repair in progress 

? African Hawkeagle Acaciu nigrescens In good state of repair — may have been 
used this year 

? African Hawkeagle Mopane May be alternate nest 

Crowned Eagle Acacia Classic site and adults seen 

Fish Eagle Baobab Barbel heads found on nest 

Fish Eagle Baobab Separate pair — over 10 km away 

Brown Snake Eagle Euphorbia sp. 

Little Sparrowhawk Commiphora sp. Two fledged young nearby 

Little Banded Goshawk Unidentified tree One juvenile nearby 

African Goshawk Unidentified tree Classic site on river line. Birds not seen, 
but heard lower down system. 

African Goshawk Unidentified tree Egg removed for analysis 

African Goshawk Acacia sp. Two chicks in early February. 
One egg removed for analysis 

Gabar Goshawk Unidentified tree Hear solicitation calls and see adult 

Peregrine or 

? Lanner Falcon Cliff Signs of fledged young but none seen 

Unidentified Mopane Deep cup, not lined 

Small accipiters Various trees Nine nests, five of which may have been 


used this year. 


TABLE 3. PAIRS WITH YOUNG — NO NESTS FOUND 


Species Comments 

(U) Little Banded Goshawk Adult male passes food to juvenile 

(S) Little Banded Goshawk Adult male calls a lot late afternoon and the next 
morning. No female or young seen 

Pair of adults active and noisy. No juveniles 
Adult female and juvenile female seen 


(S) Little Banded Goshawk 
(U) Ovambo Sparrowhawk 


(S) African Goshawk Adult seen and calling over optimum habitat 
(U) African Goshawk Adult seen and calling over optimum habitat 
(U) Dickinson’s Kestrel Pair of adults seen near suitable old stamps 
(S) Wood Owl Pair with recently fledged chick 

(S) Wood Owl Adult with two recently fledged chicks 


KEY: (U) — Unsprayed area 
(S) Sprayed area 
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Discussion 


Arequest to record the number of raptors seen per hour in the sprayed and unsprayed areas 
reveals a contrast that cannot be resolved satisfactorily by pesticide contamination. The 
mobility of raptors even the resident species, with such a small study area makes this type of 
comparison inappropriate. Moreover the terrirotial behaviour, including home ranges of the 
various species in this area is not yet known. Even the African Goshawk which may occupy a 
small territory all year (Hartley unpushlished data) may still conceivably hunt over the 
unsprayed or sprayed areas. To further confound this compartmentalised approach, the 
precise nature of the prey and the mobility of these creatures is not fully understood. It is 
possible that some prey items taken by say the African Goshawk in unsprayed areas may have 
come from sprayed areas. This concept is enhanced by the fact that most of the immediate and 
wider region has been subject to DDT spraying (Figure 2 and 3). Consequently the unsprayed 
area is a relatively small island within a broad region that has been subject to varying degrees 
of spraying. It is likely that raptors are recruited into this area from either sprayed or 
unsprayed areas in the wider region. While it is important to continue the survey on breeding 
success it is evident that more data on the precise degree of pesticide contimination is 
required. 

It is recommended that permits are obtained to collect the eggs of selected species 
(Table 4) and that a more comprehensive survey is undertaken. This is one of the few areas 
where there is a record of the amount of DDT applied per year, a factor not normally available 
the southern African subregion (Mendelson et al., 1988) or indeed elsewhere in the 
World. 


Apart from the systematic work completed on Fish Eagle eggs (Thomson 1981, Douth- 
waite and Taylor 1988) little has been done on other suitable indicators of biological ac- 
cumulation such as woodland accipiters and the falcons in Zimbabwe. 


It is recommended that the National Parks supported Falcon Survey (Z.F.C.) in the 
Chizarira and Chirisa areas should be collated and included in this survey, as both regions 
fall into the tsetse sprayed zone (Figures 2 and 3). Both of these zones contains several falcon 
eyries which should be monitored more intensively, with samples of eggs removed for 
analysis. Already it is suspected that certain of these pairs are failing to produce because 
of pesticide contamination (A.S. Dunkley and J. Weaver pers. comm.) 


The Z.F.C. Captive Breeding Project is prepared to place progeny from its projected 
harvest in 1989 into eyries where eggs are collected. It is also prepared to continue to place 
its young F1 birds into eyries which are proved to be failing because of pesticide problems. 
With five established breeding pairs of Peregrines, plus another six pairs of potential breeders 
(Hartley 1988), this exercise should be possible. At least four Peregrine eyries could be in- 
volved. 

With the higher levels of DDT applied in the Chirisa Safari Area (Figures 1 and 2) amount- 
ing to some thirteen applications over sixteen years, at least one traditional eyrie can be 
included, preferably two. A further two eyries from the Chizarirra National Park could be 
added to this plan, some three to four applications havi: »een sprayed here since 1972. It is 
likely that the Peregrine spotted in the Siabuwa study ares ‘ly in from territories in Chizarira, 
just 14 km away. Peregrines nesting in the Chikore area regularly hunt over the Save area 
at Humani Ranch a distance of some 15 to 20 km (Hartley unpublished data). Consequently 
some Peregrines in the Chizarira area are likely to hunt over terrain that has been sprayed 
more frequently than the National Park. 


TABLE 4. Potential target species for sampling for breeding success and for pesticide 
levels in eggs 


Eyries Known Occur* Est. laying Optimum 


Spesins Siab.  Chiz. Siab. | Chiz. Time? Prey? 
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Fish Eagle Yes — Yes Yes April-June F and B 
Ayre’s Eagle a — Yes Yes April-May? 

African Mixed: B 
Hawkeagle ? — Yes Yes July-Aug. M and R 
Ovambo 

Sparrowhawk ? — Yes Yes Aug.-Sept. B 

Little 

Sparrowhawk Yes — Yes Yes  Sept.-Oct. B 

Black 

Sparrowhawk — Yes Yes Yes Sept.-Oct. B 

Little Banded Mixed: R 
Goshawk Yes — Yes Yes  Sept.-Oct. ILB&N 
African Mixed: B 
Goshawk Yes a Yes Yes  Sept.-Oct. M&R 
Gabar Mixed: B 
Goshawk Yes — Yes Yes  Sept.-Oct. M&R 
Lanner Mixed: B 
Falcon ? ? 2 Yes  July-Aug. M,I&R 
Peregrine Falcon ? Yes Yes Yes July-Sept. B 

Taita Falcon _ Yes _— Yes Aug.-Oct. B 
Dickinson’s Mixed: I 
Kestrel is Yes Yes Yes Sept.-Oct. R,M&B 
Wood Owl ? _— Yes Yes Oct.-Nov. Mixed: I and B 
Footnotes: 


(1) From Irwin 1981 and Z.F.C. nest records. 
(2) From Steyn 1982, Talon 1981 to 1989, Hartley 1987 and unpublished data. 
(3) Based on cards maintained by author — October 1986 to December 1988. 


Key: 
B - Birds mainly. M - Mammals. I - Insects. R ~ Reptiles. F — Fish. 


Aconsiderable amount of comparative data is available on pesticide and Peregrines, 
particularly in North America and Europe (Porter et al., 1987 — 249 references cited). 
As specialist bird catchers Peregrines are an important indicator species in the biological 
accumulation of pesticides. The much rarer Taita Falcon Falco fasciinucha should be 
monitored closely, but it is not recommended that eggs be removed for analysis, save addled 
ones during a legitimate harvest of young from the eyrie. Other species that should be con- 
sidered for sampling of eggs are Lanner Falcon biarmicus, Black Sparrowhawk, African 
Hawk Eagle, apart from the non-protected species on the list (Table 4). 


In the Siabuwa study area a useful single species study would be that on the African 
Goshawk. It is possible that another three to six pairs could be identified by the Z.F.C. team 
in December 1989. A versatile feeder, this accipiter takes birds mainly, but will also feed on 
tree-dwelling reptiles such as the Tree Agama Agama atricollis, which in turn feeds mainly 
on insects. They are also partial to rodents such as the Black-tailed Tree Rat Thallomys 
paedulcus which feeds on green leaves, fresh seeds, seed pods and insects (Stuart 1988). 
Little work has been published on the feeding habits of the African Goshawk, but the author 
has considerable experience on the species both in the wild and in captivity under falconry 
conditions (Hartley unpublished data and 1987). From this it is suspected that the African 
Goshawk may well take a number of prey items such as those mentioned above, which are 
essentially arboreal and insectivorous. This is relevant when it is considered that DDT has 
been sprayed specifically on tree trunks. Two other species that merit similar attention as 
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they too link up with similar food chain are the Little Banded Goshawk and the Dickinson’s 
Kestrel. It is hoped that the Z.F.C. team will identify a suitable number of nests this 
year. 

The suspected nest sites of the African Hawkeagle and the Lanner/Peregrine Falcon have 
been given to R. Douthwaite for checking. Several potential nest sites of the African Goshawk 
have also been described. 


174 species were recorded for the Siabuwa square, for the atlas project. 
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Chizarira Report 
7th to 8th December 1988 


BY RON HARTLEY 


Introduction 


The principle objective of the Chizarira sojourn was to give the team a welcome relief 
from the rigours of the Siabuwa fieldwork, and allow them to see one of the finest National 
Parks in Zimbabwe, particularly for this group with its interest in raptors. 


There was just time for an afternoon’s drive along the main face escarpment crest from the 
Mucheni Gorge to the Ruzi, and for a days walk starting from masikela Spring to Ngalan and 
finally along the Ruzi back to the vehicle. 


Notes were kept mainly on the birds seen, but alsoon mammals such as the Black Rhino. 
As for Siabuwa, an atlas card was maintained on the birds. 


Results 
Birds 
At 5.00 pm on 4th December, after reporting our presence in the area to warden R. Parry, 


a juvenile female Peregrine (Falco peregrinus minor) was seen near the entrance to the 
park. 


The main party arrived in the park at 9.30 am 7th December, and departed at 3.00 pm on 
8th. Ninety two species of birds were identified during this period (see atlas card enclosed). A 
number of cliff faces were scrutinised for the presence of raptors. A K54 power spotting scope 
was used and four well used sites were identified, one occupied by a peregrine — just a single 
bird being seen, during a two hour watch. It is possible that the four sizes had fledged young 
this season, judging from the amount and tone of the staining. It was surprising, however, 
that no juveniles were seen around the eyries at this time of the year. Two occupied 
Wahlberg’s Eagle nests were found, while fledged young (two branchers) of a pair of 
Dickinson’s Kestrels were seen near their nesting stump. 


Other raptors seen included a pair of Taita Falcons, both liarassing a Brown Snake Eagle; 
a Crowned Eagle calling and display flying; Brown Snake Eagle seen several times — near 
the main office, above the Mucheni Gorge and south of the Ruzi; a juvenile female Ayre’s 
Eagle flying and landing rather inexpertly around Kaswiswi Camp at 5.30 pm; Black Eagles 
— a pair of soaring and landing at the mouth of the Ruzi; Fish eagle — a lone adult soars over 
the mouth of the Ruzi; a female African Goshawk over the main office area and several Augur 
Buzzards, including an adult sparing and feeding (presumably on locusts) on the wing over 
the Ruzi Gorge. 


Mammals 


Several elephant were seen feeding below the scree slope at the mouth of the Ruzi, while 
a couple of others were seen on the top lip, just a few hundred metres from some twenty to 
thirty Buffalo feeding in the open grassland. A mature Black Rhino was seen above the 
Mucheni Gorge in good health, while he was relatively unperturbed. Lion were heard calling 
about a kilometre north west of Kaswiswi on the night of 7th. 
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Rugby 1989 


Rugby once again engendered its usual enthusiastic support from Falcon pupils. The 
continued success of Falcon teams has not only developed the reputation of the school’s 
rugby prowess, but also made it the prime target for opposing schools who seek to topple 
Falcon. 


This leaves no room for complacency. 


A dedicated staff and the invaluable coaching assistance given by First Team players are 
the key factors to the overall high standard of the game at Falcon. 

Thanks are once again expressed to Ian Buchanan and Don Hatton for their continued 
interest and support of the game at the College. 

Special thanks must go to the large number of Falcon supporters who with exceptional 
generosity helped finance the 1st XV and U.15 Overseas Tours. 


FALCON COLLEGE RUGBY 


Falcon had a successful season of rugby at all levels. The U.15 Team finished the rugby 
term with an unblemished record, having never suffered defeat in its junior career. 


The U.15 side tours Ireland in December will provide valuable experience for players 
when they compete for places in the senior age group in 1990. 


The Second XV has lost once only in the last three years; and the U.14As lost just once in 
the seasons showing tremendous improvement over last year. 


The First XV, bar two disappointing games, had an outstanding season. In all twenty 
matches were played, seventeen were won and three lost. The Falcon team toured Yorkshire, 
Dorset and Wiltshire in September where the side climaxed its season by producing superb 
rugby. An unbeaten six match tour of England left a favourable impression of Zimbabwean 
School Rugby, and was equally if not more successful in impact than the Falcon 1986 XV 
which had an unbeaten tour of Kent. 


The Falcon XV had an exceptionally large pack and incisive and penetrative three- 
quarters. 


The season began well with the team being awarded the David Whitehead prize for being 
the outstanding team of the festival at the pre-season tournament held at Prince 
Edward. 

After a five Try destruction of a good Prince Edward XV at Falcon which many pundits 
described as one of the finest displays of schoolboy rugby seen in years, the Falcon team 
looked unbeatable. There are, however, few greater levellers of character than rugby amongst 
team sports and the team was beaten by St. George’s and completely outplayed in the backs 
by a very good Peterhouse XV, during the season. 

The enduring memory of the team will be of a side which on its day (which was most of the 
time) produced some of the finest running rugby seen for a very long’ time. 

Sides were torn apart by rampant Forwards driving and smashing their way through 
opponents to provide superb possession for a backline which revelled in confusing the opposi- 
tion by either using crash ball to link back with the Forwards or spinning the ball wide against 
teams that could provide no answer to superb support play and clever inter-passing. 

The results and try count will reinforce just how successful the team was in both achieve- 


ment and playing the traditional Falcon Running Game. 
L.M.R. 
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Results 
Played 20 Matches, Won 17, Lost 3 


Points for — 541 
Points against — 155 
Tries for _— 91 
Tries against — 19 
Falcon 


vs Marondera 

vs Churchill 

vs Prince Edward 

vs Milton 

vs Prince Edward 

vs St. Georges 

vs Plumtree 

vs C.B.C. 

vs Milton 

vs Peterhouse 

vs Plumtree 

vs Methodist College Ireland 
vs Lomagundi 

vs C.B.C. 

vs West Park Bramhope 

vs Bishop Wordworth School 
vs Bryanston 

vs Weymouth Colts 

vs North Dorset Colts 


vs Guildflord Royal Grammar School 


: won 30- 3 
: won 44-9 
: won 6- 0 
: won 20- 0 
: won 33- 6 
: lost 15- 9 
: won 41- 6 
: won 33- 0 
: won 17- 7 
: lost 27- 3 
: won 44- 3 
: lost 20- 8 
: won 44- 9 
: won 20- 3 
: won 17-12 
: won 16-10 
: won 55- 0 
: won 36- 3 
: won 40-12 
: won 21-10 


RUGBY AWARDS 1989 


Honours: V. MAFU (re-award) 


R. FOLLWELL 


Colours: J. FICK 
I. NOBLE 
‘50’ Club: re-awards 
D. GIBBS 
A. KUIPERS 
‘50’ Club New awards 
P. BARTON 
B. GASS 
S. HALL 
Matabeleland Schools 


V. MAFU (Captain) 


R. FOLLWELL 
S. HALL 

G. HOPKINS 
A. KUIPERS 
A. MITUMBILI 

Zimbabwe Schools 
V. MAFU 
R. FOLLWELL 


(Captain of lst XV) 
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A. MITUMBILI 
G. WHITTALL 


C. van der RIET 


G. NORVALL 
P. SIBANDA 


G. HOPKINS 
J. WAY 
M. WRAY 


I. NOBLE 

G. NORVALL 
C. van der RIET 
J. WAY 

G. WHITTALL 


G. WHITTALL 


ON 


Ist XV RUGBY TEAM Left to right 
(Standing) R. BECKS, A. MEAD, P. BARTON, S. HALL, G. HOPKINS, R. FOLLWELL 
J. FICK, B. GASS, Q. JAMIESON, J. WAY. 
(Seated) C. VAN DER RIET, P. SIBANDA, A. KUIPERS, D. GIBBS, MR L. REYNOLDS, 
V. MAFU (Captain), M.L.M. CUMMING, G. NORVALL, A. MITUMBILI, I. NOBLE, 
G. WHITTALL (On ground) M. WRAY, S. GONERA. 


lst XV RUGBY TOUR OF YORKSHIRE & DORSET, U.K. 


The tour party, consisting of 22 boys and 2 staff, arrived without loss or incident at 
Heathrow on the morning of 25 August and was met by Mr Bob Blair who had kindly under- 
taken responsibility for the London legs of the tour. The boys were whisked down to Old 
Harrodians Club in Barnes in London taxis, changed and had their first training session on 
English soil. Queen’s Park Rangers were working out on the next field. After a splendid 
brunch the party moved on to Twickenham where a guided tour was conducted by Mr Rex 
King, a man steeped in rugby lore and full of anecdotes about the ‘Cabbage Patch”. The 
developments at Twickenham and the expansion of rugby union generally were most impres- 
sive. The group then boarded the coach for the trip to Leeds. The Bank Holiday traffic on the 
MI slowed the trip down, but the boys seemed to find plenty of entertainment in the form of 
young ladies in passing cars and coaches. 


The warm welcome we received at West Park Bramhope R.F.C., in spite of the lateness of 
our arrival, was typical of Yorkshire hospitality, as we were to realize throughout our stay in 
the north. We were royally entertained and then taken home by our hosts. The following morn- 
ing we were privileged to have Geoff Cooke, manager of the English team, in attendance at a 
practice session ably assisted by Peter Walker, Youth Development officer for Leeds and 
West Yorkshire. He exposed players and coaches to concepts and techniques which will prove 
invaluable in the future. The boys also had their first real experience of wet conditions and 
their associated problems. In the evening we went to Harry Ramsden’s Emporium, the largest 
fish and chip shop in the world. It was a tired group which returned to West Park Bramhope. 

On Sunday 27 August we went to York where we visited the Railway Museum, the im- 
pressive Yorkminister and the the Jorvik Centre, an underground reconstruction of a Viking 
Village complete with sounds and aromas. That was an experience in itself. We returned to 
Leeds for a Yorkshire roast dinner at a local hotel, with Dennis Shuttleworth former R.F.U. 
president as guest of honour and speaker. The meal was magnificent (the boys will testify 
to that) and the speeches entertaining — it was Yorkshire bonhomie at its best. 
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Pre-match nerves were calmed somewhat on Monday morning by a mayoral reception in 
Leeds. The Lord Mayor was presented with a Falcon plaque and the group was taken on a tour 
of the City Hall. The Lord Mayor, a teacher himself, quickly broke the ice and the occasion 
really was enjoyable. 

The match against West Park Bramhope Colts took place in near perfect conditions — 
it was sunny, warm and there was very little wind. The West Park Colts had risen through the 
Club ranks as a very successful group and, indeed, they provided the strongest opposition of 
the tour. They led 6-9 at half-time, with two penalties by Ian Noble keeping Falcon in the 
game. Several promising moves broke down close to the try-line — poor handling and selfish- 
ness were the causes. A wealth of good quality ball was gained in both set-pieces and loose 
play. Typical Falcon driving play wore down West Park. Quinton Jamieson and Alex 
Mitumbili scored good tries and Ian Noble added another penalty — the final result was a 
17-12 win to Falcon. It was a hard, physical match with no quarter given, but played in good 
spirit. 

That spirit increased at the reception afterwards, especially when one of the West Park 
players received a real surprise for his birthday — a decorous young lady with very little decor- 
ation. Several members of the touring party had serious doubts as to their chances of surviv- 
ing the tour at the end of the Yorkshire leg. 


After bidding regretful farewells to our Yorkshire hosts and a brief shopping spree in 
Leeds, we proceeded to London, where Bob Blair had arranged accommodation at a hotel in 
Bayswater. The night of Tuesday 29th, Wednesday 30th and the morning of Thursday 31st 
were spent exploring and shopping in London. The stories of the boys’ experiences have yet 
to become public, but it suffices to say all were present and reasonably correct in time for our 
departure for Salisbury on Thursday afternoon. 


The trip to Salisbury was punctuated by a brief stopover at Stonehenge and then the party 
was picked up by hosts at Bishop Wordsworth School, right next to the picturesque Salisbury 
Cathedral. Friday morning was spent relaxing (and recovering after the London sojourn) 
and the match against Bishop Wordsworth took place in the afternoon. 


A rather complacent Falcon side was jolted back to reality by the mobility and slick 
handling of the Bishop Wordsworth team. The opposition’s speed to the ball and effective 
mauling had Falcon floundering well into the second half, even though a 12-7 lead had been 
established by half-time. Prince Sibanda and Jason Way scored tries, both converted by 
Richard Becks. A solitary try by Carl van der Riet in the second half completed Falcons score- 
line, while Bishop Wordsworth put over a further penalty to bring the final score to 16-10. 
Every touring side has a “rocky horror” of a game and the Bishop Wordsworth match was 
a fine example of this. The weather was fine, the field hard and dry, but the team seemed 
to succumb to pressure and had difficulty putting a foot right. 


There was a reception with presentations after the match at Bishop-Wordsworth and the 
boys were invited to a disco at the Salisbury R.F.C. Many retired early, wisely. Saturday 
morning was spent sight-seeing and relaxing in Salisbury and we departed for Bryanston 
in the afternoon. On the way to Blandford, near which Bryanston is situated, we passed the 
Steam Fair, a massive exhibition of steam driven machinery including tractors, fair ground 
attractions and industrial plant. We were met at Bryanston by old friends Mike Pyrgos and 
Graham Thomas who had been in Zimbabwe in 1988. Mike was responsible for the organisa- 
tion of the leg of the tour in the south of England and had done a splendid job. 

The match against Bryanston on Sunday afternoon, the third encounter between the two 
schools, was the antithesis of the Bishop Wordsworth game. On the field surrounded by the 
magnificent Bryanston scenery everything seemed to click. Dominance was established by 
the forwards in both the set pieces and the loose, territorial possession was built up through 
accurate kicking by Ian Noble and the backs ran effectively, passing accurately and unself- 
ishly. Victor Mafu opened the scoring and at half-time it was 23-0 in Falcon’s favour. The 
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pattern continued in the second half with Bryanston struggling manfully to contain a 
rampant Falcon pack and backs who were hungry for tries. The result was 55-0. Try scorers 
were Quinton Jamieson (5); Alex Mitumbili, Victor Mafu, Gary Norvall, Guy Whittall and 
Derek Gibbs (1 each). Ian Noble converted 6 of them and a penalty. A very pleasant reception 
was held afterwards and mementoes were exchanged. 


Early on Monday morning the party was picked up by Andy Anderson ina coach arranged 
by John Peek of Bournemouth — a friend of Bob Blair’s and member of the Sinners’ Rugby 
Club. It was another example of Bob’s extraordinary organisational ability and generosity. 
We were taken to the Naval Base at Portsmouth and there visited the Marie Rose exhibition, 
H.MLS. Victory, the Naval Museum and H.M.S. Warrior. This added a cultural and histori- 
cal dimension which is so necessary on any school tour overseas. The tour of H.M.S. Victory 
was conducted by a very curt and efficient Royal Marine — the boys visibly braced up every 
time he spoke. The route to Weymouth passes through the beautiful New Forest which was 
at the time showing signs of the ravages of drought and fire, much more familiar to Zim- 
babweans than Englishmen. 


Supper was provided at Weymouth R.F.C. and then the party was taken home by hosts. 
The match against Weymouth Colts took place in the late afternoon, again under neear 
perfect conditions. The lady Mayor of Weymouth met the team before the match and plaques 
were exchanged. Falcon started rather slowly. Again, the forward dominance was obvious 
and plenty of quality ball was obtained from both tight and loose play. The back tried to run 
from deep in Falcon territory far too early, with the result that Weymouth were able to break 
down movements before they became too threatening. The half-time score was 10-3; Victor 
Mafu and Svunu Gonera scored tries, one of which Richard Becks converted. Weymouth 
replied with a penalty. In the second half Falcon’s fitness and unremitting forward pressure 
took its toll of Weymouth. Quinton Jamieson (3), Svunu Gonera and Alex Mitumbili (1 each) 
scored tries and Richard Becks converted three of them. The pressure of the tour now began 
to tell — Victor Mafu left the field with a pinched nerve and wasn’t able to play again on tour. 
The final score was 36-3. 


There was a reception with presentations and speeches in the evening after the Weymouth 
match and the group disappeared with hosts. One member of the party later lost his shoes 
(among other things) on Weymouth beach and was seen the following day trying to find them 
by excavating the beach with a plastic spade. He may well have assisted with the Channel 
Tunnel as he turned up late for the coach in the afternoon. 


The trip to Gillingham through picturesque Dorset countryside was uneventful. Most of 
the boys slept as tour pressure built up on them. We were met at Gillingham and distributed 
to hosts from the North Dorset R.F.C. The party was scattered as far afield as Shaftesbury 
and two of the boys went to a large dairy farm. The match against North Dorset Colts was 
played out in the countryside, on a field set in farm land. It was rather a dull afternoon, but 
the field set in farm land. It was rather a dull afternoon, but the field was firm and dry which 
suited Falcon once again. The notorious slow start was evident once again, although this 
may well have been due to exhaustion more than anythii.,, se. North Dorset’s defence was 
spirited and counter-attacks caught Falcon flat-footed on several occasions. Tackling lapses 
allowed North Dorset to run in two tries in the first half, while Derek Gibbs and Quinton 
Jamieson scored for Falcon. Richard Becks converted one and the half-time score was 10-8 
in Falcon’s favour. In the second half far more positive rugby was played, although North 
Dorset kept on coming back. The last ten minutes of the match were really exciting, with 
North Dorset defending sturdily and then mounting probing counter attacks. They scored 
one further try. Prince Sibanda and Jason Way (2 each), Derek Gibbs and Johan Fick (1 each) 
scored tries, of which Ian Noble converted 3. The score at full time was 40-12. A reception was 
held at North Dorset R.F.C., presentations were made and a weary tour group went home with 
their hosts. 
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We arrived at the Royal Grammar School, Guildford the following afternoon and after a 
quick tea were distributed to hosts. The match against R.G.S. took place at 11.00 am on 
16th September, the last day of the tour. It was the team’s first experience of ‘wet’ rugby — 
the sky was overcast and it was drizzling intermittently. Attempts to play open, running 
rugby failed miserably, with movements breaking down well behind the gain line all the time. 
The backs struggled to control the wet, heavy ball and keep their footing. The score at half- 
time was 9-7 to Faleon — Gary Norvall scored a try which lan Noble converted as well as 
slotting a penalty. R.G.S. scored a try and a penalty. The margin was disturbing. In the 
second half- ten-man tactics were used — the ball was kept in the forwards and the blindside 
exploited all the time. It paid dividends — Barry Gass scored two tries and Paul Barton one. 
Again fitness and powerful rucking play were the key factors. R.G.S. replied with a single 
penalty to bring the score to 21-10. When the final whistle was blown there was a communal 
sigh of relief and deep satisfaction at completing an unbeaten tour. 


After lunch and presentations at R.G.S. the tour clambered wearily onto the coach for the 
final trip to Heathrow, burdened by a bewildering variety of electrical equipment, sports kit 
and other “goodies” from the U.K., much to the amusement of our hosts and by- 
standers. 


Analysis: 

Played 6, won 6, draw 0, lost 0 

Points for: 185; against 47 

Tries for: 34; against 6 

Top try scorer — Q.I. Jamieson — 10 

Top points scorer other than tries — I. Noble — 35 


It is always difficult at the end of a massive undertaking like a rugby tour to express ade- 
quate thanks to all the people who contributed to the tour administratively, financially or 
in any other way. There is the danger of inadvertently omitting someone and hurting feelings. 
The tour party would like, thus, to express its deepest appreciation and thanks generally to 
all those kind and generous parties who assisted with the tour, both in the U.K. and Zim- 
babwe. It was an experience of a lifetime, on the sports field and off, and we are grateful to 
everyone who made it possible. 

M.A.C. 


THE U.15 RUGBY TOUR TO IRELAND 


In December 1989 the highly successful U.15 age group undertook a demanding two week 
tour to Ireland. This unique tour was the brain-child of Mr Mike Renabam, the coach of this 
group for the past two years. A vast amount of organisation was required, but with the active 
help of the parents, staff at Falcon and the two contact men in Ireland, Mike put together a 
memorable trip for the youngsters. 

For many it was their first time out of Africa. Certainly for all the party, Ireland was a new 
experience. The incredible hospitality and generosity of the Irish was a revelation to these 
young men who tend to take their home comforts for grant ed. The weather had them reaching 
for adjectives not normally in their vocabulary. The quantity and choice of articles in the 
shops had the boys practising monetary self-discipline — very difficult but necessary with our 
forex restrictions. 

The difference between the First World and our Third Word] was brought home to many 
of us when ournon-stop train between Dublin and Belfast, having left half an hour late (shades 
of Bulawayo station) not only made up the time lost but also made an unscheduled stop at 
Lisburn, south of Belfast, to let off the visitors from Africa, thus saving us an hour or so of 
extra travelling. And they can play rugby in Ireland as well!!! 
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U15 tour squad with their counterparts at Blackrock College, Dublin. 


Blackrock College was the venue of the first game, twenty-four hours after our arrival in 
Ireland. With an imposing Catholic institutional backdrop Falcon proceeded to show the 
best in Eire what the best in Zimbabwe could do in conditions that for the only time on the 
tour matched their own in terms of humidity if not temperature. For the next three games 
the Zimbabweans were pushed progressively deeper into the mud as they struggled to come to 
terms with air and surface conditions requiring totally different tactics from those they had 
learned from the cradle upwards. Frustration and some bitterness at their failure gave way 
to enjoyment as their natural boyhood instincts took over and they romped in the mud. To 
enjoyment was added good tactical sense by the coach and gradually the team clawed its 
way to the top again. 

Several vital injuries hampered progress in the middle stages of the tour but by the penul- 
timate game the team was back to full strength. Finding the drier conditions at Grosvenor to 
their liking, and remembering that straight running is one of the secrets of the game, the 
three-quarters crowned a monumental foward battle by snatching a deserved victory with a 
last gasp goal. The stage was set for the final confrontation with the school with the best rugby 
reputation in Ulster. Methody had destroyed our Ist team in July at Falcon! Pride was at 
stake and probably a bit of average. The boys rose to the occasion and ignoring the driving 
rain which had them soaked the minute they left the change room they proceeded to give 
the Irish a lesson in how to play rugby in Irish conditions. 


This was a fitting conclusion to a hectic but unforgettable two weeks. The matches were 
all close as the scores below indicate and they would undoubtedly have been different had we 
had our main place kicker with us. But the important thing was not the result but the way 
the boys played their hearts out on the field and made friends off it. They were true ambas- 
sadors for the College and Zimbabwe. 


Results 

vs Blackrock College won 20-14 
vs Belvedere College lost 0-6 
vs St. Mary’s College lost 11-18 
vs Friends’ School lost 7-9 
vs Grosvenor/Sullivan won 10-8 
vs Methodist College won 10-3 


D.J.F. 


oT 


Cricket 1989 


Cricket at Falcon is alive and well despite the modern trend among the youth of cricket 
playing nations to drift away from a sport that demands time and dedication to perfect the 
elementary skills necessary for a player to enjoy himself. The born sportsman is a rarity; 
the dedicated amateur an endangered species. But at Falcon the opportunity for all boys 
to develop into the latter is afforded and many continue playing enthusiastically after their 
first two years of compulsory participation. 


Cricket is a game that requires not only dedication and time but also a measure of skill 
and ball sense. Most of the cricketer’s skills must be learnt and unfortunately the trend in 
many of our Zimbabwean schools has been away from the teaching of the basic skills. Some 
boys arrive at Falcon with no cricket experience while the majority have a rough idea of the 
basic disciplines involved. Very few are the products of a junior school with a strong cricketing 
tradition. 


Despite these indifferent beginnings the boys are soon moulded into cricket playing and 
learning groups that enjoy the benefit of either the small band of skilled and dedicated staff 
coaches or the enthusiastic and well schooled attentions of the senior schoolboy cricketers. 
The Junior Inter-House B League is a year long competition in which the majority of our 
young cricketers pit their strengths against each other. This league reflects the image of 
Falcon cricket. Immaculate dress, good playing manners and sportsmanship, keen competi- 
tion and above all enjoyment for the players and spectators alike. The B league was deserve- 
dly won by Tredgold. 


The depth of cricket at Falcon is well illustrated by the disparity between theA & B 
team results in the 13 & 14 age groups. While the A teams seldom had things their own way 
the B teams generally swept all before them. This is again a sad commentary on the general 
standard of cricket in Zimbabwean schools. The U.13s provide the link between junior and 
senior schools for this season usually have more fixtures than most other school team. This 
year most of the age group arrived with severe weaknesses in batting technique, but a marked 
improvement was noted by the end of the third term. The bowlers were generally able to hold 
their own though fielding standards were inconsistent. Yet again the weakest depart- 
ment was that of wicket-keeping. Players showing most promise were O’Donovan, Knight, 
Ebrahim and the Nkala brothers. 


The 14As started disastrously, losing their first 6 games. However, by closing the year on 
a winning note, they restored some confidence in their ability. Gilmour, Jirivengwa, 
Kwelagobe and Laxman were the most consistent performers. In contrast to their A string the 
B team enjoyed an unbeaten year. The maturity of this side was shown clearly in the excellent 
6 wicket win over Peterhouse in October. Bin-Ali and Graham were the two to impress most 
in the side. The U15s have been a remarkable group with genuine talent stretching down into 
the C team region. The only loss recorded this year was by the C team who lost their first 
encounter with the Northlea 1st team. A mark of their strength was that even when the A or 
B team reversed their batting orders huge totals resulted. Unfortunately, the batting skills 
of many of the players were never tested and the genuine hope is that they will not be 
discouraged and will be fighting for places in the open teams next year. 

Open cricket was dogged by a paucity of fixtures and the inevitable comings and goings 
of players, caused by the non-arrival of the six lower in term one and the pressure of exams 
in the third. The lack of cricket fixtures for the 2nd and 3rd XIs is a sure indication of the 
malaise alluded to at the beginning of this report, and doesn’t bode well for the future of 
club and districts cricket in Zimbabwe. 


On a more cheerful note, early rains have vindicated all the hard work put in by Mr 
J. Posselt and his groundstaff. The fields were in immaculate condition for the National U.15 


78 


(Fawns) Trials in early December. Mr A. McIntosh and his catering staff have again done 


the cricket fraternity proud and to these two gentlemen in particular we extend our genuine 
thanks. 


In conclusion it may be worth reflecting on the Inter-House competition which was held in 
the third term. For many boys this was the strongest competition they had faced all year and 
many responded well to the challenge. Rivalry was intense, particularly in the senior section, 
where Founders, very much against expectations, lifted the trophy after a very polished all 
round display. Tredgold were the defeated finalists. In the Juniors George Grey were worthy 
winners with Hervey as their runners up. 


Team Records 

Played Won Lost Drawn Tied 
Ist XI 16 7 4 5 —_ 
2nd XI 8 5 2 —_— 1 
3rd XI 6 3 2 1 — 
15A 9 9 
15B 9 9 
15C 2 1 1 — —_— 
14A 10 4 6 — — 
14B ila 11 _— _ — 
13A 11 6 3 2 _ 
13B 14 10 _— — 


D.J.F. 


Ist XI CRICKET 


Captain: D.B. GIBBS 
Vice Captain: A.G. HUCKLE 


It can safely be said that 1989 was not one of Falcon’s better seasons in recent years 
through no particular fault of the hard core regular players. Hard on the heels of the non- 
appearance of the Lower Sixths in the first term came the double rugby, hockey tour in the 
August holidays. The latter effectively decimated the team for the schools Cricket Festival 
in Harare. The upshot of these problems was that no less than 26 players made appearances 
for the 1st XI in 1989. Any sort of consistent performance was therefore impossible. 


In the circumstances it was not surprising to see the fortunes of the side very closely 
related to the performance of the three old campaigners in the side. Gibbs, Huckle and Dube 
have given sterling service over the years, not only to Falcon but also Zimbabwe Schools. This 
bowling threesome has been the scourge of many a side and their contributions to Schools 
cricket cannot be overstated. Between them they took 77 of the 118 wickets to be captured, 
were a constant inspiration in the field and Huckle was the leading batsman by far. The awe- 
some sight of Dube and Gibbs steaming in from their respective ends on Main Field will long 
be remembered. 

For the first time in recent years straight cricket rather than limited overs predominated. 
It is perhaps significant that the only games Falcon lost were of the limited over variety. 
The major flow in the Falcon lineup, the lack of positive batting, was exposed not only in the 
limited overs game but on several occasions in the straight game where opportunities for easy 
victory were squandered by negative and timid batting performances. Much was expected of 
G. Whittall this year but with a top score of 41 in school matches he was a disappointment. 
Huckle went from strength to strength during the year and fittingly reached his peak witha 
string of good scores at the Zimbabwe Schools Trials. Hopkins was the only other batsman 
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to show any consistency and yet he always contrived to get himself out when he seemed set 
for a big score. 


Only five batsman aggregated over 100 runs for the year and two of these were U.15s 
who were blooded in the third term. In all five of the highly successful 15A side played matches 
for the Ist XI] in the third term, none of them being overawed by the occasion. R. Gifford had 
played three excellent innings during the Festival in Harare and had a dream debut on Main 
Field in the second game against Peterhouse. His 78 was as good an innings as any seen on 
that field in recent years. He, Wishart, Streak, Elliott and Godden are all highly promising 
players who should form the backbone of Falcon’s cricket over the next few years. 


Of the other regular players Strang showed that he had finally emerged from his brother’s 
shadow with some excellent bowling performances in the third term. His left arm seamers 
will be heavily relied upon next year. More patience with his batting will reap just reward. 
Gammon isa thinking bowler who should really come into his own next year. Without a recog- 
nised spinner for the first time in many years both these bowlers could be asked to shoulder 
much of next years bowling. Cullen is a promising wicket keeper who improved with each 
outing while Becks will need to curb his natural desire to hit the cover off very ball if he 
wishes to get anywhere. Noble never realised his potential, always looking good before throw- 
ing his wicket away. 


Generally it was a happy side despite all the comings and goings though they were probably 
too casual in the field and consequently often looked downright sloppy. 


1st XI CRICKET Left to right 
(Standing) R.P. GIFFORD, A.R. WHITTALL, N.M. GAMMON, G.R. HOPKINS, 
T.M.L. CULLEN, B.C. STRANG, R.J. BECKS. 
(Seated) C.M. WENHAM, A.R. HUCKLE, D.B. GIBBS (Captain), L.E. DUBE, 
G.J. WHITTALL 
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(Above) NATIONAL CRICKETERS 1989 
From left to right G. WHITTALL, 
A, HUCKLE, E. DUBE, D. GIBBS. 


Photo: Ron Hartley 


D. GIBBS 
National player 1989 or Zimbabwe Schools 
Team Bowler. 
Photo: Ron Hartley 


Results: 


Ist Term 

vs Plumtree 
vs St. Georges 
vs Bushticks 
vs Plumtree 
vs Peterhouse 
vs C.B.C. 


Festival 


vs Linconlshire Schools 


vs Eaglesvale 
vs Ellis Robins 
3rd Term 

vs Plumtree 
vs St. Georges 
vs Peterhouse 
vs Peterhouse 
vs Jameson 

vs C.B.C. 

vs Stragglers 


Awards 
50 Club 


Colours 
Honours 
Zimbabwe Fawns 


Zimbabwe Schools 


Overall 1989 proved to be an enjoyable and successful hockey season. Almost all teams 
played fewer matches than last year, particularly against Mashonaland schools, but some- 
1! Local rivals such as Plumtree and C.B.C. still provide 
land schools which test us the most and so 
progress and interest in hockey at Falcon. Plans have, however, 


times for reasons beyond our contro 
fair competitiion, but it is generally the Mashona 
these games are important for 


Draw 

Draw 

Won by 16 runs 
Won by 59 runs 
Lost by 6 wkts 

Won by 8 wkts 


Lost by 96 runs 
Lost by 5 wkts 
Won by 10 wkts 


Won by 4 wkts 
Draw 

Lost by 3 wkts 
Draw 

Won by 6 wkts 
Won by 7 wkts 
Draw (rain) 


(Hopkins 5-36) 
(Dube 9-31) 
(Gammon 5-15) 
(Huckle 64) 


(Dube 8-29) 
(Gifford 74) 


(Gifford 65) 


(Gibbs 6-28) 


(Gifford 78) 

(Huckle 53*) 
(Strang 5-26) 
(Hopkins 59) 


T.M.P. CULLEN, N.M. GAMMON, G.R. HOPKINS, 


A.R. WHITTALL 


B. STRANG, G.J. WHITTALL (re-award) 
L.E. DUBE (re-award), D.B. GIBBS, A.G. HUCKLE 


J.H. ELLIOTT, J.D. FERREIRA, M.R. GIBBS, R.P. GIFFORD, 


H.H. STREAK, C.B. WISHART 
L.E. DUBE, D.B. GIBBS, A.G. HUCKLE, G.J. WHITTALL. 


D.J.F. 


Hockey 1989 


been made to ensure these fixtures take place next season. 


This year we did not entertain any touring sides, but the day visit by former German 
national coach, Wolfgang Busch, was very stimulating. Both coaches and players apprecia- 
ted the time he gave us and learnt much from him as he introduced us to the latest European 
hockey coaching routines and theories. 

The first game was busy preparing itself for the highly successful European tour while 
the second game showed the depth of talent in the College. Unfortunately other schools are 
unable to provide much strong opposition at 3rd and 4th team levels. Our full 3rd XI was only 
extended by Peterhouse and the 4th XI was only able to play one school match which is sad as 
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it gives little incentive to many younger players who have much potential. 


At the junior end of the scale, the U15 sides again performed most impressively. The U15A 
side in particular was an outstanding team with all players contributing to its success, 
Perhaps the most notable results were the victories over Peterhouse and C.B.C. Both U14 A 
and B sides were undefeated and the U14A team also achieved a 100% record, playing with 
great determination and working together well as a unit. The highlight was undoubtedly 
the 5-0 victory over Peterhouse. The U13 age group was full of enthusiasm but only towards 
the end of the season did they begin to play with much confidence, producing sterling efforts 
against Peterhouse and C.B.C. when they avenged earlier defeats. C team games were also 
played at U14 and U15 levels. 


The week of house matches turned out to be very exciting with both senior and junior 
competitions providing upsets and a very close finish. The standard of hockey was perhaps 
not as high as in the past, but it was nonetheless a very enjoyable week. The senior and junior 
mini-league hockey also went well once again, providing interest and a challenge to many 
boys who would otherwise miss out on match play. 


At this point grateful thanks must be accorded to Mr John Stansbury for his efforts over 
the last few years with the junior mini hockey. It always runs with great enthusiasm and 
efficiency. My own experience of chocsing U14C sides shows me just how much enthusiasm 
— and indeed talent — is created by this league. We will certainly miss having him around. 


Finally thanks are also due to the coaching staff for their time and effort given during 
the season, to Mr Posselt and the groundsmen for preparing pitches and to Mr Renahan for 
his help with the administration. 

RBH. 


Ist GAME HOCKEY 


The 1989 Ist XI was one of the most exciting and talented teams to represent the College 
for anumber of years in spite of the fact that only four members of the previous team returned. 
Including the tour to Europe the team played nineteen games of which it won twelve, drew 
four and lost three. The only game lost in Zimbabwe was against our old rival, Peterhouse, 
where in the first encounter of the season we were convincingly trounced 4-0 by a superior 
side which had just returned from a successful tour of England. It is a pity that because of 
an unfortunate administrative misunderstanding the traditional fixture between the two 
teams later in the season did not take place — I am sure that the result would have been a 
great deal closer! 


Why was the team successful? Firstly, it hardly changed its make-up the whole season 
— we were fortunate to have no injuries and no illness. The result was that the members of the 
side came to understand each others play exceptionally well. Secondly, Dube as captain was 
dedicated and inspiring leader both on and off the field. He demanded maximum effort from 
all of his players all of the time, but never asked anything from them that he himself could 
not do. His high level of skills and his determination did much to bring out the best in some 
of his younger team members. Thirdly, unlike last year the forwards were goal-hungry and 
when on attack were difficult to stop. Two moves, in particular, will demonstrate how the for- 
wards made goals out of almost impossible situations. The first one was against C.B.C. where 
Smart far out on the right wing got in a perfect cross pass by diving at a ball which was almost 
over the dead ball line. The second one was against Plumtree where Huckle executed a beauti- 
fully timed reverse scoop from near the edge of the circle and over the head of the advancing 
goalkeeper. Veteran National player Des van Jaarsveldt, who was watching the game said he 
had never seen a better goal. Fourthly, much of the attack developed from quick, but con- 
structive midfield passes — the linkage between the defence and forwards was excellent. 
Finally, the team as a whole put a great deal of practice in its own time on perfecting set pieces 
and developing well rehearsed moves inside and outside the circle. 
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Condon in goals worked hard at his game and as a result improved and gained in con- 
fidence as the season progressed. Early in the season the backs Kendall and Strang showed 
considerable talent but were inclined to make the odd costly defensive errors. However, the 
end of the tour they had developed into confident, mature players. For Matabeleland and on 
tour Strang showed his versatility by playing remarkably well at centre half. Hale, at right 
half lacked the technical skills of a truely talented player but this was compensated for by 
drive and determination. He was an effective attacking half who scored a number of goals 
and created others. However this tendency to attack often led to his opposition wing being left 
unmarked. Gammon at centre half on the other hand was a good defensive player with a long 
reach but lacked the vision required for effective and widespread distribution. Lalla, at left 
half, was a tenacious and reliable player but lacked flair. Smart at right wing developed from 
a mediocre run-of-the-mill forward at the beginning of the season into an outstanding attack- 
ing player. Huckle, at centre forward scored eighteen goals in nine games — this speaks for 
itself, and he was sorely missed on tour. Kuttner the “baby” of the side moved from left half 
to left inner half way through the season — there is no doubt that he is the player of the future. 
He not only has considerable skills but he has a natural ability to read a game. Finally, 
Fitzroy playing the whole season at left wing worked hard at the special skills required in his 
position and to a large extent perfected them. Unfortunately he sometimes suffered from a 
crisis of confidence and this did not help his game. 


The 2nd XI consisting of a group of young players had a very successful season only losing 
one game. A number of players namely, Davenport, Grant, Ushewokunze (Mangu), East- 
wood and Stuart show considerable potential for the future. In fact the prospects for the 1990 
season and beyond look very bright. Not only are there ten players from the squad that 
toured Europe returning but there are a crop of young players emerging from the 3rd XI and 
the talented U15 group. 


G.A.M. 

Results 

P WwW D L F A 
Ist XI 9 7 1 1 44 10 
2nd XI 10 7 2 i} 32 13 
8rd XI 10 7 2 1 45 10 
4th XI 1 0 0 1 0 2 
U15A 6 6 0 0 31 2 
U15B 6 5 ne 0 26 2 
U15C 2 2 0 0 6 1 
U14A 7 4 0 0 36 5 
U14B 8 6 2 0 26 6 
U14C 5 4 0 1 10 3 
U13A 7 5 1 1 24 13 
U13B 5 2 0 3 7 ii 

76 58 9 9 287 74 
Leading goalscorers 
18 A.G. HUCKLE (ist XJ) 12 A. JIRIVENGWA (U14A) 
15 R.D.J. STUART (2nd XI) 11 L.E. DUBE (1st XI) 
14. D.G. CARLE (3rd XI) 10 B. GILMOUR (U14B) 
138 H.H. STREAK (U15A) 
Ist XI Results 
vs Peterhouse lost 0-4 
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vs Eaglesvale drew 2-2 
vs St John’s won 7-0 
vs Hamilton won 8-0 
vs Plumtree won 4-2 won 5-0 
vs C.B.C. won 4-0 won 4-1 
vs Lomagundi won 10-0 


Hockey awards 


Senior House Hockey Cup: FOUNDERS 

Junior House Hockey Cup: GEORGE GREY 

Senior Mini-League Winners: HERVEY 

Junior Mini-League Winners: TREDGOLD 

Most Improved Senior Player: L.G. KUTTNER 

Most Improve Junior Player: G.J. LOWE 

Zimbabwe Schools: L.E. DUBE 

Matabeleland Schools A: B.C. STRANG, N.M. GAMMON, S.J. KENDALL, 
L.E. DUBE (Captain), A.G. HUCKLE, L.G. KUTTNER, 
J.StL. FITZROY. 


Matabeleland B: R.M. CONDON, P.W. HALE, S.D. SMART 

Honours: L.E. DUBE 

Colours: A.G. HUCKLE, P.W. HALE, N.M. GAMMON, 
R.M. CONDON, S.D. SMART, B.C. STRANG 

“50” Club: S.J. KENDALL, L.G. KUTTNER, J.StL. FITZROY, 
S. LALLA. 


1st XI HOCKEY TOUR OF THE NETHERLANDS, WEST GERMANY AND MALTA 
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 1989 


The touring squad met at Harare Sports Club on the afternoon of Saturday 19th August 
for a pre-tour practice game organised by the national coach, Brian Fraser. This proved a 
fruitful outing as Brian was able to point out a number of weaknesses and also give us advice 
on how to play on artificial surfaces. Unfortunately the coach, Mr Macdonald, could not be 
there as he was still winging his way from Kariba and the tour manager, Mr Brebner had not 
arrived from Bulawayo because of illness. That evening we had a thoroughly enjoyable fare- 
well party at the Davenport homestead but the news that Richard Brebner would not be going 
on tour because of a mystery illness proved a damper on the otherwise high spirits. 


Sunday 20th was a long day. The bulk of the party met at the airport at 11.30am. Rodney 
Stuart was so late he nearly missed the flight to Lilongwe. At Lilongwe Ethan Dube left his 
folder with all his documents and money on the Air Malawi plane, Rodney Stuart lost his 
camera and Jimmy Fitzroy nearly left a box containing presents at the airport — by this 
stage the coach, turning grey by the minute wondered what he had let himself in for! The 
flight on K.L.M. to Dar-es-Salaam and then onto Amsterdam went off without further 
incidents. 


We landed at Schipol Airport in the early hours of Monday (21st August) morning but 
fortunately a charming K.L.M. group hostess was there to help so our passage through im- 
migration, luggage collection and customs was a fairly painless exercise. The trip by bus into 
Central Amsterdam was a real eye-opener for our players — most had never been out of Africa 
before. 


The first two days were free. Apart from the normal sight-seeing opportunities offered 
by such a fascinating international city all the boys were offered drugs (but declined) openly 
on the streets and had a conducted tour of the infamous ‘Red Light Area’ — this seamy side 
of life in the developed world rather shocked them! Some took the opportunity of doing a boat 
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trip along the canals, whilst a few visited the world renowned art museum. One of the party 
caused considerable alarm by getting himself lost in the ‘concrete jungle’ for over two hours 
— the coach gained a few more grey hairs! 


On Wednesday afternoon (23rd August) we were met by our first hosts and taken to 
Pinoke Club grounds in the suburb of Amsterdam — the home of Dutch hockey. In spite of the 
lack of practice, travel fatigue and the astro turf surface, the team played attractive hard 
hockey and won 5-0 (Stuart 3; Smart 1 and Dube 1). The opposition were somewhat surprised 
by the quality of hockey produced by a side out of “darkest Africa”. The following day (24th 
August) we played a second game against the same team. We started slowly and hesitantly — 
by half time we had conceded a goal, but in the second half we dominated and ended victors by 
3-1 (Dube 2; Fitzroy 1). 


The following day (Friday 25th August) was gioomy and wet. Our Dutch hosts who had 
been extremely kind saw us onto the airport bus and bade us a fond farewell. Our flight to 
Hamburg was via Eindhoven, the home of Philips. During our short wait at Eindhoven airport 
the coach caused considerable mirth amongst the players by misreading a toilet sign and 
disappearing into the Ladies. Our next hosts, Bad Oldesloe, were at Hamburg to meet us. 
After an hours travel by car we arrived at the club house where we were distributed amongst 
our host families. There was a fair smattering of good looking, German girls, which impressed 
our players. Bad Oldesloe is a quaint attractive North German town (only twenty kilometres 
from the North Sea) which was built around a water mill. 


Our game the next day (Saturday 26th) was played on a heavy, soggy grass surface — quite 
an adjustment to the fast astro-turf. Our play in the first half was poor to say the least — the 
team lacked co-ordination and we were lucky to be one all at half time. Condon in goals, had 
saved a penalty stroke. Some strong words by the coach at the break seemed to do the trick as 
some excellent attacking hockey was played in the second half and we won 5-1 (Stuart 3; 
Smart 1; and Dube 1) After the game we were introduced to the Mayor and and the local press 
was there in force. A magnificent braai lunch was followed in the afternoon by a “‘social’”’ 
hockey game which involved an opposition consisting of several girl players. Richard Harrison 
arrived during the game after a long and circuitous route from Zimbabwe. The coach handed 
over the managers responsibilities in haste and with a sigh of relief. 

We woke on Sunday (27th August) to a dull sky, wind and rain. At 11 o’clock we were met 
by our next hosts, Elmshorn, and taken to our next North German town by luxury bus. The 
“very fond” farewells to the girls of Bad Oldesloe was a good indication that some of the 
players had enjoyed the North German hospitality. The weather continued to deteriorate, so 
that inspite of an artificial surface we were unable to play. This was disappointing because it 
was clear that the people of Elmshorn had gone to a great deal of trouble to make our visit a big 
occasion. Instead we played a series of indoor hockey games ina nearby school hall. This was a 
new experience to our boys which they enjoyed. That evening we had another braai (the 
Germans love their Bar-B-Ques) and were presented with penants and T-shirts by officials 
from the town council. A good time was had by all despite the grim weather. 

The next morning (Monday 28th) we woke to find it still raining. The news reported hurri- 
cane force winds, closed autobahns and breached dykes. School in this part of Germany was 
cancelled. It was therefore with some apprehension that we boarded the Lufthansa flight to 
Dusseldorf. The first five minutes after take off were bumpy and uncomfortable in the extreme 
— some of our less experienced travellers were understandably frightened. However, we were 
soon above the weather. Unfortunately, the poor weather was covering much of Europe so our 
descent was as unpleasant as our ascent and a few of the boys reached for their air sick bags. 
Our Dortmund hosts were at the Dusseldorf airport to meet us and after an hour trip through 
the heavily industrialised Ruhr we arrived at Dortmund, where after a hearty meal at the 
clubhouse we were allocated to our hosts. 


The Dortmunders treated us like royalty. The next day (Tuesday 29th August) we assem- 
bled at the new City Hall fora Mayoral reception, then taken fora sumptious lunch at a nearby 
breweries. Before going to the grounds we were taken shopping, where a large number of radios 
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were bought. Lalla surpassed all by buying aT.V.! Our reputation as hockey players had gone 
before us because we arrived at the ground to find we were playing a Combined Dortmund 
side. A combination of fatigue, suspect umpiring and poor play on our part led to a half time 
score of 1-4, Some serious talking at the break resulted ina recovery, but we still recorded our 
first loss — 3-4 (Dube 3). In the dying minutes of the game we had a spectacular goal 
disallowed — a mysterious decision which not even the German crowd understood. An 
excellent braai followed. 

The next day (Wednesday 30th) we were seen off at the station by a wonderful group of 
people and made a short two hour train trip throught the heart of the Ruhr and across the 
Rhine to the textile town of Krefeld. Here we were to experience the greatest warmth and 
generosity of our trip. It was also here that we were to meet what was to be our strongest opposi- 
tion —a team with one national player and several provincial players in it. In our short stay 
in Krefeld we were welcomed by the Mayor; shown around Bayers, one of the largest chemical 
works in Europe; shown over the old medieval textile town of Lynn; taken shopping and given 
three excellent meals which included a braai. 


The game on Thursday (31st August) afternoon was played on a grass surface in front of a 
large and appreciative crowd. All the German girls gave enthusiastic support to the visiting 
side and this must have inspired them because they played their best hockey of the tour and 
won 4-2 (Gammon 2; Fitzroy 1; Dube 1). A German national coach was particularly impressed 
with Dube. 


When we left for Heurth the next day (Friday 1st September) the Krefeld host families 
lined the driveway of the club to wave farewell. The relatively short trip to Heurth took longer 
than expected as we got caught up in the weekend traffic on the autobahn. This meant we had 
less than half an hour to get ready for our next game which was on a very heavy wet grass 
surface. The team again played well inspite of the unfamiliar conditions and won 3-1 (East- 
wood 2, Hove 1). Mr Reinold Bergmann, who is “Mr Hockey” in Germany was impressed by 
the quality of our play. That evening at an official dinner Reinold was presented with a silver 
Zimbabwe Bird, as it was he in his capacity as General Secretary of the German Hockey Board 
that organised our trip in Germany. 


The following morning (Saturday 2nd September) before departing for Bonn, Mr Harrison 
and Mr Macdonald were shown over the Headquarters of the Germany Hockey Board — a 
very efficient and well-run organisation. The car trip to the capital took about an hour and we 
went straight to the club. Our first of two games against Bonn was one of missed opportunities 
and the end result was a 0-0 draw. Our forwards hit the goal posts on two occasions and nar- 
rowly missed the goals on several others. Our opponents were fairly strong, but there were 
signs that our players were beginning to feel the pace of the tour. 


The game on Sunday (3rd September) was against the same side on the same good artifi- 
cial surface with the same result 0-0 draw. Although some of the game was in heavy rain the 
team, especially the halves, played a great deal better and we were unlucky not to win. 


On the Monday before going to the station we were shown around Bonn which is fairly 
small, but is supposed to be the most beautiful capital city in Europe. The three hour train 
journey to Mannheim was one of the highlights of the tour — on a lovely sunny day we 
travelled along the Rhine with spectacular views of pine forests, vineyards, castles and pretty 
villages. On the river were barges flying Swiss, German, Dutch and French flags. As we had 
come to expect, our Mannheim hosts were at the station to meet us. At the club we rested for an 
hour before our next game. This was a very hard game against a well disciplined and skillful 
side and we were lucky to only lose 2-3 (Gammon 2). The team went off to host families after a 
pleasant supper. 

On Tuesday (5th September) we were taken for the day to the beautiful university town of 
Heidelburg on the banks of the Neckar river. Most of the morning was spent looking over the 
castle and the lovely surrounding gardens whilst some of the afternoon was spent looking at 
the rest of town and going to the Mannheim postal tower where we had a spectacular view of 
the Rhine Valley. We returned to the club late in the afternoon to play our last game of the tour 
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where we lost 4-6 (Dube 3; Kuttner 1). Although we were playing a good side, there is no doubt 
we had run out of legs — the players were understandably tired after ten game in six- 
teen days. 

Our departure from Germany on Wednesday (6th September) was as dramatic as our 
departure from Zimbabwe. The first incident was the non-arrival of Jimmy Fitzroys luggage 
which included his passport at Mannheim station. Fortunately it was found at the club, but 
not before we had missed our scheduled train to Frankfurt. We were able to catch another 
slower one half an hour later. The second incident was the disappearance of Paul Hales wallet 
with $500 (American) in the duty free shop at Frankfurt airport. He was convinced he had 
been pickpocketed but it turned out that it had fallen out of his pocket. Lady Luck was sitting 
on his shoulder, because some honest person, picket it up and handed it into the information 
service. He collected it as we were about to board our flight to Malta. 


The three days in Malta was an ideal way to end what had been an exciting, but hectic 
tour. It was a relief to know that we had no more games and that we were not on the move. The 
boys enjoyed the sea and one could visibly see each member of the party relax. Each of the 
three evenings were spent by the boys in the local discos and they became popular figures 
amongst the local Maltese youth. Mr Harrison and Mr Macdoland spent most of their time 
visiting many of the historic sites. On Friday 8th September there were great celebrations 
throughout the islands as it was the 400th anniversary of the end of the Great Siege and the 
defeat of the Turks. 


Late on Saturday night (9th September) we flew out of Malta on our final leg home. It was 
a long, tiring flight with a short stopover in Lagos. Our touch down at Harare airport at just 
after midday on Sunday (10th September) ended what was a most enjoyable and memorable 
tour. Despite this, everyone was pleased to be home. 


In the final analysis, the tour was a great success. Not only had every member of the party 
learnt more about life, but they returned experienced and competent hockey players. An 
encouraging spin off will undoubtedly show up next hockey season as ten of the party will be 
back at Falcon in 1990. The boys were great ambassadors for Zimbabwe and Falcon for 
wherever we travelled, people commented on their good manners, friendliness and excellent 
behaviour. 

Such a tour could never have taken place without the organisation from people such as 
Reinold Borgmann and the help given by many parents and friends of the College in raising 
funds — we are very grateful for all those who made the tour possible. Perhaps a thought 
should be spared for Richard Brebner who put so much into the organisation of the tour but 
was unable to go. 


Tour Party: 


MRR. HARRISON (Manager), MR G.A. MACDONALD (Coach), L.E. DUBE (Captain), 
P.W. Hale (V. Capt), R.M. CONDON, B.C. STRANG, S.J. KENDALL, N.M. GAMMON, 
L.G. KUTTNER, §.D. SMART, M.M. McKINNEY, H.T. HOVE, J.St.L. FITZROY, 
S.N. EASTWOOD, C.M. DAVENPORT, C.A. GRANT, S. LALLA, R.D. STUART. 


Results 

vs Pinoke (Netherlands) won 5-0 
vs Pinoke (Netherlands) won 3-1 
vs Bad Oldesloe won 5-1 
vs Combined Dortmund XI _ lost 3-4 
vs Krefeld won 4-2 
vs Heurth won 3-1 
vs Bonn drew 0-0 
vs Bonn drew 0-0 
vs Mannheim lost 2-3 
vs Mannheim lost 4-6 


G.A.M. 
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lst XI HOCKEY 1989 
; Left to right 
(Standing) S. LALLA, L.G. KUTTNER, S.D. SMART, B.C. STRANG, J.St.L. FITZROY 
(Seated) R.M. CONDON, N.M. GAMMON, L.E. DUBE (Captain) 
G.A. MACDONALD Esq, P.W. HALE, A.G. HUCKLE, S.J. KENDALL. 


Athletics 1989 


A high level of organisation on the part of the House captains and keen competition 
amongst the Houses were the key features of the Standards competition, which began the 
a season. Tredgold won the competition with George Grey second and Hervey 

ird. 

The Inter-house Relays competition with it’s different emphasis saw a shift of results. 
cs time Founders won the meeting beating Tredgold into second place, with George Grey 

ird. 

The Hexagonal Athletics competition followed next and Falcon was third, enjoying a keen 
contest with Milton for second place, but way behind the superb Plumtree Team. 

Founders Day brought the rain and the major Inter-house Athletics competition had to be 
held over two days, the following week. Whilst competition for the top three places was bet- 


ween Tredgold, Founders and George Grey once agai 
E , gain, Tredgold lead from the st 
seriously looked like being overtaken. 5 eee 


Final positions: Ist Tredgold —_ 560 
2nd George Grey — 519 
3rd Founders _— 482 
4th Chubb — 396 
5th Hervey _— 338 
6th Oates — 195 
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ATHLETICS TEAM 


Records were broken by: C.D. KUREVA — U.14 100 metres, 200 metres 
and Triple Jump 
G.J. WHITTALL — U.17 200 metres 
A.J. FLETCHER — U.17 100 metre Hurdles 
Q.J. JAMIESON — U.17 Triple Jump 
S.J. FICK — Open Shot Put 
The Matabeleland South Inter-schools Athletics competition was held and organised by 
Falcon. Again Plumtree proved far too strong with a team of exceptional talent and depth, 
and it was a comfortable winner. 

Milton came second and Falcon third. 

The College has a dearth of sprint talent and suffered concomitantly on the track in both 

individual events and relays. 

A.J. Fletcher in the U.17 Hurdles was Falcon’s single win on the track. Fortunately in the 
Field and Jump events the School remains reasonably strong, and these athletes were able to 
bring some respectability to the scoreboard. 

Ten Falcon athletes were picked for Matabeleland to compete in the Inter-provincial 
championships held at the National Stadium in Harare. They acquitted themselves very well 
indeed. 


S.J. FICK : Ist — Open Shot 

A.J. FLETCHER: Ist — U.17 Hurdles 

S.D. SMART : lst — U.17 Discus 

N.J. GRANT : Ind — Open Javelin 

J.LF. SMITH : 2nd — Open Discus 

Q.I. JAMIESON _ : 2nd U.17 Triple Jump, 2nd U.17 Long Jump 
A.N. MEAD : Ind U.17 Discuss 


G.J. WHITTALL  : 2nd U.17 Javelin 
S.C. WELMAN _ : 2nd U.16 Discus 
T.I. DILLON : 2nd U.15 High Jump 
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Special mention must go to G.L. Smith who as a schoolboy showed outstanding organisa- 
tional ability and, together with C.D. Parsons and I.M. Conolly, did a tremendous amount 
of work for Falcon athletics. 


A.B. Kuipers did a fine job as Athletics captain by maximising the talents of his athletes 
and engendering good team spirit. 


Finally thanks must go to Messrs P. Westwood, R. Harrison and M. Renahan for their 
much appreciated coaching and general assistance. 


Awards 
Honours — G.L. SMITH 
Colours — S.J. FICK 
‘50’ Club Re-awards — 


B.J. GASS S.A. HALL 

N.J. GRANT F. MUTARAH 
A.J. FLETCHER 

‘50’ Club 

A.B. KUIPERS P. SIBANDA 
D.B. GIBBS S.D. SMART 
L.E. DUBE J.L.F. SMITH 
Q.1. JAMIESON M. TSHUMA 
T.M. MATUMBIKE C.M. WENHAM 
A.N. MEAD G.J. WHITTALL 
B.N.B. NCUBE 


L.M.R. 


Soccer 1989 


This is the fifth season since the sport was introduced at an inter-school level, at the 
College. The boys, particularly the juniors, are very keen but often their keeness is dampened 
by the fact that soccer is considered a minor sport in the College, and they find themselves 
being forced to abandon the game for other sports. 


During the 1989 season we continued to play in Zone 7, which included such schools as 
Mailikazi, Sobukhazi, St. Columbus, C.B.C., Gifford, Hamilton, Milton and Northlea. We 
also played friendly games against Mzingwane, Plumtree and Mvuthu. We continued to 
learn a great deal from these schools which play soccer as a major sport. Unfortunately we 
— not play against Sobukhazi and St. Columbus becuse they were unable to fulfill the 
ixtures. 


V. de P. Nyumbu, G. Nkomo, T.A. Chikwakwata and ©. Chibata were selected to play in 
the provincial team in the abortive youth games in Harare. 

The U.15A and 15B teams had a very successful season and I wish to thank Mr R.B. 
Harrison most sincerely for coaching these teams. He was keen and encouraged the boys to 
develop their skills. The A side can rank itself alongside the more illustrious hockey and rugby 
sides. It became the first Falcon team ever to beat Milton at football and finished the season 
by ending Gifford’s unbeaten record. Special mention is due to F. Paunganwa, J.S.M. 
Thornycroft, H.H. Streak and T. Ushewokunze while J. Laxman and P.L. Brown show 
tremendous promise for next year. 
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ist XI SOCCER TEAM 
Left to right 
(Standing) P.J. MILLIGAN, D. GUMBO, T.M. MATUMBIKE, T.A. CHIKWAKWALA, 
H.T. HOVE, M. RUKANDA. 
(Seated) J. CURTIS, C. CHIBAFA, C.H. SCHONING, G. NKOMO, T. KHUMALO Esq, 
H.F. WAUNGANA, L. CURTIS, V. de P. NYUMBU. 


1st XI Results 


Milton Lost 2-0 Northlea Lost 2-1 
C.B.¢, Drew 2-2 Gifford Lost 2-0 
Mazilikazi Lost 4-1 Plumtree Drew 2-2 
Mzingwane Won 2-0 Mvuthu Won 3-0 


Soccer Awards 


“50”? Club 
J, CURTIS, C. CHIBAFA, H.F. WAUNGANA, T.A. CHIKWAKWATA 
Overall this was an encouraging season for soccer. However, we need to take this sport 


seriously at all levels if it is to be improved. = 


Waterpolo 1989 


1989 will long be remembered as an outstanding year for waterpolo, not only at Falcon 
but for Matabeleland as well. For the first time Falcon College was outright winner of the 
Crusader Shield. The fact that it was not only outright winner of the shield but that it scored 
the maximum possible points (18) in the national tournament, underlines the fact that it was 
the top team in Zimbabwe. Among the factors which contributed to our success this year were 


the following:- 
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1) A mature, and positive attitude towards training by every member of the team. 
2) Constant emphasis on the basic skills. 

3) A training programme which placed a central emphasis on developing attack. 
4) An excellent, at times almost impenetrable defence. 

5) The capable and mature leadership of Gary Norvall. 


The Standard of Waterpolo in Matabeleland was high and consequently the level of 
competition was intense. This is evident by the fact that C.B.C. and Plumtree were placed 
second and third respectively in the Crusader Shield Tournament. That Falcon beat each of 
these by only one goal in the Hart Tournament is further evidence of the level of competi- 
tion. The fact that Falcon achieved an unbeaten season in the face of such competition is in 
itself an indication of the skill, and discipline of the team. 


Jamie Smith was solid and dependable in defence. Louis Scheepers is a goal keeper of 
ability. His timing, judgement, and reactions reached new peaks in 1989, and this augers 
well for next year. Fortunately for Falcon, the potential which Ian Garnett had demonstrated 
in 1988 was fully realized in this year. He had a rapid break and a devastating push 
shot. 

Grant Stewart’s major contribution to the team was his speed and fitness. These attribu- 
tes made him a formidable defender. He is a player of great potential. Graham Futter was a 
valuable member whose game improved most significantly in 1989. He was competent in both 
attack and defence. Simon Gough is a fine attacking wing who demonstrated determination 
and an understanding of tactical strategy. His performance for Matabeleland B in the natio- 
nal Crusader Shield tournament was so impressive that he was promoted first to Matabele- 
land A and then to the Zimbabwe Schools team. 


Jurgen Empacher was a valuable team member, solid and dependable in defence. Much 
of our success this year was due to the fact that Anton Kuipers understood the requirements 
of the key position of Sitter. He worked hard at his game and consequently was able to execute 
the moves which he understood so well. 


Ian Fearon is an excellent all-round player. His habit of relentlessly pursuing the loose 
ball, ensured that Falcon won a significant share of possession which in turn was a central 
factor in our success. 


Richard Follwell is an outstanding all-round goal-keeper. His play is creative and innova- 
tive and he made an excellent contribution to the team in the th ird term. He has the distinc- 
tion of leading the Matabeleland A team to its first win against Mashonaland A in twelve 
years. 


The winning of the Crusader Shield is a fitting tribute to Gary Norvall’s skill and deter- 
mination as a leader. He is to be congratulated on his selection as captain of Zimbabwe 
Schools. 


With four seasoned first team players returning next year and with players like Rory 
Robertson and Paul Barton coming up from second team, Falcon have every chance of a 
successful season in 1990. Their aim must be to build up and develop on the achievements 
and lessons of the past two seasons. 

Honours and Awards 

‘50’ Club 

J. EMPACHER, L. SCHEEPERS, G.A. FUTTER, G.D.R. STEWART 
Colours 

A.B. KUIPERS, S.M. GOUGH, J.I.F. SMITH 


Honours 
G.R. NORVALL, I.N. GARNETT, J.I. FEARON 
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At Plumtree 14th October — for the Hart Trophy 


vs Faltree won 13-2 vs Milton Invit. won 11-0 

vs C.B.C. I won 3-2 vs Plumtree won 4-3 
At C.B.C. 21st October — for the Crusader Shield 

vs Speciss College won 10-6 vs St. George’s won 8-3 

vs. Prince Edward won 9-0 


Matabeleland ‘B’ 
S.M. GOUGH, J. EMPACHER, L. SCHEEPERS, A.B. KUIPERS 


Matabeleland ‘A’ 


G.R. NORVALL, R.O. FOLLWELL (Captain), LN. GARNETT, J.I. FEARON, 
J.LF. SMITH 


Zimbabwe Schools 
IN. GARNETT, J.I. FEARON, S.M. GOUGH, G.R. NORVALL (Captain) 
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Ist TEAM WATERPOLO 1989 — WINNERS OF THE CRUSADER SHIELD 
Left to right 
(Standing) J. EMPACHER, G. STUART, J.LF. SMITH, R. FOLLWELL, 
L. SCHEEPERS, A. KUIPERS, G. FUTTER. 
(Seated) I. GARNETT, I. FEARON, MR R.W. GASS (Coach), G. NORVALL (Captain), 
S. GOUGH. 


Results First Team 
At Plumtree on February 4th 


| vs Milton won 10-1 vs C.B.C. won 7-4 
| vs Plumtree won 5-3 
At C.B.C. 29th January 
vs Plumtree won 11-2 vs C.B.C. won 8-6 
vs Old Boys Invit. won 4-1 
At Falcon 11th February 
vs Plumtree I] won 11-0 vs C.B.C. won 8-5 
vs Plumtree I won 8-1 
At Milton 18th February 
vs Plumtree won 8-4 vs C.B.C. I won 13-1 
vs C.B.C. won 8-3 
4 WATERPOLO 1989 NATIONAL PLAYERS 
Thied Tenn From left to right I. GARNETT, S. GOUGH, G. NORVALL, I. FEARNON 
At Falcon 16th September Photo: Ron Hartley 
vs C.B.C. U won 13-1 vs C.B.C. I won 8-3 
vs Plumtree won 5-2 
At Milton 23rd September . 
vs C.B.C. drew 4-4 vs Plumtree won 5-3 Inter-House — Seniors — the Myles Cup 
At Milton 8th October 6th George Grey 3rd Founders 
vs C.B.C. II won 16-0 vs C.B.C. won 9-6 5th Hervey 2nd‘ Tredgold 
vs Plumtree won 8-6 4th Oates 1st Chubb 
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Juniors — the Barrett Cup 


6th Founders 3rd Chubb 
5th George Grey 2nd_— Tredgold 
4th Oates 1st Hervey 

The second team performed an invaluable service to the game. They provided a very 
worthy opposition for the firsts. It is doubtful whether the Falcon 1st team could have attained 
such excellent results without their help. 

I would like to express my thanks and appreciation to the following Mr Cussans, Miss 
Naude and Miss Buckley for their help. Also thanks to Gary Norvall, Graham Futter, 
Rory Robertson and Simon Gough for their help in coaching. 


Swimming 1989 


1989 has once again been a most successful swimming season. Falcon College won the 
Matabeleland Senior Boys Inter Schools Gala held at CBC on Friday November 11th. This 
effort was particularly praiseworthy because of the high level of competition this year. Ina 
very close and exciting finish, Falcon retained the championship, beating CBC by the narrow 
margin of 5 points. 

The following boys finished first or second place: C.I. Carvalho, B. Milligan, G.D.R. 
Stewart, R.D. Adair, A.H. Booyse, P.J. Milligan, M.J. Tones, M.J. Nel, S.M. Gough, 
A.B. Kuipers, I.N. Garnett. 

A characteristic of this year’s team has been their positive attitude towards training. 
Schedules, under the able leadership of Anton Kuipers, were regular, intensive and progres- 
sive. This systematic and organised approach has paid handsome dividends: 7 swimmers 
were selected for Matabeleland and a total of 9 records were broken at the Inter-House Gala 
on Saturday November 18th. 

Congratulations go to Grant Stewart and Simon Gough who won all of their events. 
The following people set new records: A.B. Kuiper (One), S.M. Gough (Two), G.D.R. Stewart 
(Four), C.I. Carvalho (Two). 

The following swimmers made the Matabeleland Team in 1989: B. Milligan, Pd. 
Milligan, A.S. Carson, C.I. Carvalho, I. Garnett, M. Nel, R. Adair. 


Inter-schools Swimming Results 


School Points Position 
Falcon 252 Ist 
CBC 247 2nd 
Plumtree 150 3rd 
Gifford 23 4th 
Inter-house Swimming Gala Results 
House Points Position 
Tredgold 723 Ist 
Hervey 622 2nd 
Chubb 565 3rd 
Oates 399 4th 
Founders 395 5th 
George Grey 370 6th 
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SWIMMING TEAM 1989 


Inter-house Relay Gala Results 


House Position 
Tredgold 1 
Oates 
Chubb 
Hervey 
George Grey 
Founders 
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Awards 
‘50’ Club: 
G.R. NORVALL (re-award), J. EMPACHER, M.J. NEL, R.R. ROBERTSON 


Colours: 
A.B. KUIPERS, S.M. GOUGH, G.D.R. STEWART 


Honours: 
IL.N. GARNETT 


Anton Kuipers, the Swimming Captain, proved himself to be a capable trainer and 
an excellent organiser and administrator. The swimming team’s successes this year were due 
in part to his effort, commitment and ability. 


Diving 1989 


Master in charge: M.I. RENAHAN 


Congratulations go to the diving team who perf i i 

performed admirably in the Inter-Schools 
Gala. J.S.M. Thorncroft took third position after receiving short notice that he was in the 
team. Other members came third and fourth, while G.R. came first in U16 and R.D. Reed 
came second in the U15 age group. 


The Inter-House diving was of a high standard, Hervey winning the 4 first places, and 
R.D. Reed receiving the trophy for most points. 


Y.N., R.G. and T.S.C. 
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SQUASH TEAM 
Left to right 
(Standing) R.P. TAYLOR, H.D. GIFFORD, D.B. GIBBS 
(Seated) R.W. HALE, G.M. TATTERSFIELD, C.A. McCANN (Captain), 
C.M. DAVENPORT, S.N. EASTWOOD. 


Squash 1989 


The Squash year is always dominated by the Matabeleland League season — this year, 
we had nearly half our fixtures in the second half of the First Term, and the remainder spread 
over the very busy Second Term. This new arrangement certainly eased the problem of pull- 
ing in the 90 fixtures, but it left little time in the First Term for coaching. The Second Term 
was as usual very full with our all-rounders having their heavy sporting load. The League 
results were therefore rather mixed — the Falcon D and Falcon E junior teams did well, 
coming Ist and 2nd in their Leagues respectively; but the three open teams, which contained 
a good number of young players, were less successful. Our top players did finish the season on 
a very high note, and had they played as skillfully and competitively throughout the season, 
they would probably have won their League. 


The results of the internal, individual championships were as follows: 


(a) Open Winner: S.N. EASTWOOD Runner-up: C.M. DAVENPORT 
(b) Under 16 Winner: R.D.F. GODDEN Runner-up: R.P. TAYLOR 
(c) Under 14 Winner: I.D. HASTINGS Runner-up: M.F.J. SELBY 


The awards for the 1989 season are as follows: Colours were awarded to C.M. Davenport 
and S.N. Eastwood; while C.A. McCann and P.W. Hale have been elected to the ‘50’ Club. 
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In the House Championships, Chubb again ran out as clear winners, with Oates second 
and Tredgold a close third. 


MrG. Tattersfield is leaving at the end of this year and I would like to express our apprecia- 
tion for all the help he has given over the years. Looking ahead, I anticipate that in 1990 we 
will reduce the number of League teams down to four, with two open and two restricted to 
boys in Form IV and below. In view of the relative youth of the 1989 sides, and the junior 
players who have had exposure to League Squash, we look forward to a more successful 1990 
season. 


G.A. 


Cross-country and Road Running 1989 


1989 has been rather an inactive year for cross-country and road running. This is mainly 
due to the fact that cross-country falls at a time when three other major sports are occurring, 
namely basketball, cricket and waterpolo. Road running requires individuals to train mainly 
on their own and few seem to have this will-power. 


First term proved very competitive with two house events being held. First was the Inter- 
house relays which were contested with a lot of spirit and determination by the competitors 
and enthusiastic support from the spectators. Times of a very high standard were recorded 
with Munya Ushewokunze clocking a good 11.21 minutes for a 3km course. Chubb won the 
Junior relay and Oates the Senior. 


However, the climax of the season was the cross-country championships. This was mainly 
because almost everyone participated. The race was taken seriously with everyone trying to 
achieve a better position than expected. The Junior race was won by E. J ackson and Senior 
by M. Tshuma who was closely followed by Munya Ushewokunze. The overall house winners 
were: Junior — Chubb and Senior was shared by Oates and Hervey. Unfortunately no Inter- 
school meetings were held, but it is hoped that a few can be run next year. 


It is a pity that after the cross-country season few people continue to run voluntarily and 
it is because of this that road running cannot excel at Falcon. Many boys are keen to particip- 
ate in big races such as the How Mine 21 km, but they must realise that it is up to them to 
train and it is very difficult to allow them to participate in these races if they are not fit enough 
to compete. 

M.T. 


Tennis 1989 


This was an enjoyable year from the domestic point of view. Practice sessions were very 
well attended and the internal popularity of the sport was obvious. Once again, we were 
rescued from the potential embarassment of running short of balls by the generosity of several 
very supportive parents who ensured that we had an adequate supply of these essentials, 

At First Term level, we again found C.B.C. and Milton too strong for us and we lost all 
our matches against them, including the single match we played in the Mim du Toit competi- 
tion. Here we were eliminated by Milton with a score of 9-3. However, on the positive side, we 
have a number of talented young players moving up from the lower age groups. The Open 
Singles Championship final was, in fact, played between two Form III boys. Some of profes- 
sional coaching, would obviously be of tremendous benefit. 
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The junior age group teams were reasonably successful, although once again it was depres- 
sing to note how few matches it was possible to arrange. Despite the much-publicised upswing 
in interest in tennis, we found ourselves unable to organise more than a handful of matches. 

The Under 15 team was our most successful, completing the year undefeated. Some of the 
players in this team have considerable potential and it is hoped that they will continue to 
play tennis once they have to opt for a limited number of sports when at Sixth Form 
level. 

With external competition being so limited, considerable interest was concentrated on the 
College Championships. 

The Junior Singles was won by L. Laxman who won a very convincing 6-0, 6-3 victory over 
J.M. Heathcote. J. Sanders was far too strong for an out-of-touch G. Iversen in the Middle 
Singles final, winning 6-2, 6-1. 


Ist TENNIS TEAM 1989 


Left to right 
(Back row) H. MORZARIA, V. NYUMBU, J. SANDERS, J. OTTER, S. MORZARIA. 
(Front row) S. EASTWOOD, P. WESTWOOD Esq, P. HALE (Captain), B. GASS, 
R. GODDEN. 
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The Middle Doubles final produced one of the major surprises of the championships when 
D. Bridgeford and G. Iversen upset the top-seeded pair of C. Wishart and H. Streak to win 2-6, 
6-2, 6-3. The match appeared to be virtually over when Wishart and Streak coasted through 
the first set and led 2-0 in the second, but dogged, determined play by the underdogs, brought 
them back into the match and gave them a most creditable win. 

As anticipated the Open Singles final produced some first-rate tennis. R. Godden won the 
first set 6-2, but then found V. Nyumbu’s deceptive service and delicate placements difficult 
to deal with. Nyumbu won the second set 6-3 and the scene was set for a really competitive 
third set. We were not to be disappointed, as with the score standing at 8-8, it was still anyone’s 
match. However Nyumbu seemed to have just that little extra in reserve and managed to 
win the title with a score of 10-8 in the final set. It was one of those matches in which it is a pity 
that there has to be a loser, as both players exhibited high degrees of talent and sportsman- 
ship. It is also pleasing to be able to note the absence of court histrionics, to my mind one of 
the less desirable aspects of the modern game. 


Open Doubles finalists, P. Hale and S. Eastwood, found themselves up against a combina- 
tion of the Open Singles finalists, V. Nyumbu and R. Godden. In an interesting, if unspecta- 
cular, match, the greater consistency of Nyumbu and Godden gave them a 6-2, 7-6 win and 
provided Nyumbu with his second title. 

The Inter-House Competition resulted in some disappointment for Chubb, who were 
runners-up in both the Senior and Junior Competitions. The Inter-House Senior Competi- 
tion was won by Tredgold, while George Grey emerged as the Junior Inter-Jouse Champions 
for 1989. 


“50 Club” re-awards: S.N. EASTWOOD 
P.W. HALE 
B.J. GASS 


“50 Club” awards: H. MORZARIA 
S. MORZARIA 
J.J. OTTER 
The Captain of Tennis for 1990 will be S.N. Eastwood. 
LK.S. 


Basketball 1989 


This has been the most successful to date, in terms of results, for Basketball at Falcon. 


The First Team recorded nine out of eleven wins in the First Term League matches. A 
consistently high standard of play was achieved through tight defence and fast breaks as 
Falcon’s main attacking strategy. 


In the Third Term College qualified for the Leyland Shield ranking second equal with 
Northlea to qualify as one of the top four schools in the Province to compete in the National 
Inter-schools championships. 

The Leyland Shield was held in Gweru. Falcon played Churchill in the first round and 
recorded a good win over it’s opponents. However, the next round saw the team playing and 
being eliminated by the formidable Founders side which went on to lose narrowly to P.E. inthe 


Finals. Founders was closely held by Falcon until the loss of key player, Mutarah, in the last 
six minutes of the match negated any change of an upset. 
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BASKETBALL 1989 


Left to right 
(Standing) T. CHIKWAKWATA, V. NYUMBU, R. FOLLWELL, R. STUART, 
MANGU USHEWOKUNZE. 
(Seated) V. MAFU, M. TSHUMA, F. MUTARAH, MR L. REYNOLDS, 
G. NKOMO (Captain), Q. JAMIESON, P. SIBANDA. 


The final tournament for the Seniors was the Doolabh Trophy competition to decide 
Bulawayo’s top team. Falcon were knocked out in the semi-finals by Founders who went on 
to win the tournament. Again a very exciting game ensued with the lead changing hands 
several times and only in the last few minutes Founders experience pulled them through 
to victory. The match was, however, the best of the day and as it transpired the only close 
game Founders was to have. 

The Juniors concluded a very successful year by winning the U.14 Shield as the best side 
in Bulawayo; whilst the U.15s narrowly lost by two baskets to Northlea in the U.15 Final, 
competing for the De Jongh Trophy. 

It has taken College five years to build up to the present standard and yet the game is 
still in its infancy at Falcon. Limited by one court and only two extra Basketball rings to 
practice shooting, facilities are inadequate. 

Basketball is one of the largest school sports in the country and the fact that Falcon is 
as competitive as it is can be attributed to the enthusiasm of the players and the expert help 
given by George Carvalho, a parent and an ex-National player. 

Thanks are extended to Messrs T. Khumalo (Junior coach), G. Carvalho and the senior 
players for their dedication and assistance in coaching. 
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Captain : ‘50’ Club (re-awards) 
: Q.I. JAMIESON 

V.N. MAFU 

P. SIBANDA 

M. TSHUMA 

‘50’ Club (new awards) 

S.J. FICK 

R.D.J. STUART 

MUNYA USHEWOKUNZE 
Matabeleland Schools : G. NKOMO 

L.M.R. 


JUNIOR BASKETBALL U/14 
Winners of the Inter-Schools Matabeleland Floating De Jongh Trophy 1989. 

This is the first time that a basketball team wins a trophy at Falcon College. This shows that 
the sport has been accepted and enjoyed by our boys despite tense competition from other 
established sport. Well done juniors!!! Keep it up. 

From left to right 
(Standing) G. MSIMANGA (Captain), G.J.B. NYUMBU, M.J. CHASE, S. BUSHE, 
(Seated) V.N. NKOMO, T. KHUMALO Esq, C.I. CARVALHO 
P.L. BROWN (with the Shield). 
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Falcon Sailing Club 1989 


The year 1989 has, for the Club, been a “domestic” year. Substantial participation by 
members in National Overseas Teams has, because of commitment to higher level exams 
not been the prominent feature it was over the previous three years. 

Membership has remained at a maximum level throughout the year with office bearers 
for next year already having been elected. (C. Crockett — Chairman; P. Musgrave — Secre- 
tary), the immediate and future affairs of the club are in good trim. 

In the last term of the year interest was shown by a nucleus of members in establishing 
a “Dabchick” Class: some progress has been made in this direction. Class representation 
within the Club is now Enterprise; Fireball; Boards, O.K.; Optimist and Dabchick. 

The highlight of the Club sailing calendar is the Inter-schools Regatta, held at Matopo 
Sailing Club. In the prestigious Inter-schools Team Racing event the Falcon team equitted 
themselves exceptionally well by out-manoeuvering the more, highly fancied team — C.B.C. 
(Team Racing is perhaps the most competitive form of sailing. In concept it resembles a cross 
between Chess and American Football). 

At the Zimbabwe National Regatta held at Kariba, Club members Craig Hendrie and 
Paul Musgrave obtained 3rd place in the Fireball Class, while Leslie Crockett scooped 3rd 
place in the Enterprise Class. They are to be congratulated for these achievements. 

Appreciation must, once again, be expressed for support given by the Headmaster and 


School Administration. 
J.M. 


Golf 1989 


This is a sport, still in its infancy at the college but the interest is tremendous and increas- 
ing by the term. Several Friday afternoons were set aside for eighteen holes and the second and 
third terms saw regular monthly Sunday matches. 

It is hoped that in 1990 a member of Staff will take over the organisation of the Golf Club 
and regular internal and Inter-School competitions will be held. 

All the boys would like to record their grateful thanks to the Bulawayo Golf Club for its 


generous sponsoring and support of Golf at Falcon. 
P.N.T. 
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Old Boys’ Association 


BIRTHS 


BONE — to Andrew and Kelly-Lynn a daughter in January in Harare 
WAKEFIELD — to Darryl and Anthea a son in January in Johannesburg 
ANNESLEY — to Francis and Shan a daughter in February in Johannesburg 
BLEVIN — to Buster and Sue a son in February in Harare 

MATTHEWS — to Howard and Janet a daughter in March in Harare 
MARAIS — to John and Charlotte a daughter in June in Brighton 
SPARKS — to John and Christina a daughter in June in Portland, U.S.A. 
LANGHAM — to Kevin and Helen a daughter in July in Australia 
DILMITIS — to John and Kerry a son in October in Harare 

SLY — to Nicholas and Deborah a daughter in October 

SCUTT — to Norman and Bridget a daughter in November in Harare 
WALLER — to Andrew and Debbie a daughter in December in Harare 
BION — to Richard and June a daughter in December in Harare 

ARKELL — to Nick and Adrianne a daughter in January 1990 in Harare 
WEINBERG — to Gavin and Penny a son in January 1990 in England 
COCHRANE — to Jeremy and Sarah a daughter in January 1990 in Harare 


ENGAGEMENTS 


ANTONY — EDWARDS: Antony Antony to Wendy Edwards in January 
MACKAY — WALDEN: Kim Mackay to Nicola Walden in January 
HENDERSEN — JOHNSON: Ian Henderson to Blair Johnson in January 
POWELL-JONES — GREGSON: Jeremy Powell-Jones to Jan Gregson in February 
LISTER — TAYLOR: Adrian Lister to Melissa Taylor in July 

BOTTON — HENNESSY: Richard Botton to Anne Hennessy in July 
CURTIS — SKINNER: David Curtis to Andrea Skinner in July 
SEYMOUR-SMITH — CANT: Justin Seymour-Smith to Ruth Cant in August 
YEATMAN — WHITTLE: Brett Yeatman to Alexandra Whittle in October 
HEYMANS — HOGG: Pierre Heymans to Barbara Hogg in October 
TENNICK — JOHNSON: Andrew Tennick to Cathy Johnson in November 
HELFER — NICHOLSON: David Helfer to Fiona Nicholson in November 
LAUBSCHER — HARRIS: Rob Laubscher to Sandi Harris in December 
HAWGOOD — FRASER: Rob Hawgood to Auril Fraser in December 

HOLE — HADEN: Evan Hole to Allyson Haden in December 


ZIMBABWE 


Seen at a New Year’s eve party at Nyanga were: JOHN FRASER-MACKENZIE (1987) 
who is studying at Cape Town University together with GEORGE BARLOW (87), MARK 
SAUNDERS (87), ROBERT TOWNSEND (87), CHRISTOPHER HINDE (85). From 
University of Natal, Durban, was STUART GIBBS (87) while JAPIE JACKSON (87) is 
working on a fruit farm in Nyanga and ROY KRUGER (87) is working at Charles Prince 
Airport in Harare. Also seen at the gathering, which from all reports seemed to be an un- 
official FOBS get-together, were NEIL CROSSLAND (87), BRUCE DAVIES (86) PIERS 
PITCHER (82), ANDREW PLAYFORD (85), CRAIG KUTTNER (88), GAVIN COCKER 
(87), HILTON WHEELER (86), HILTON BARBOUR (86) and CAMPBELL MARR (85). 


News from the Bindura area where there are many FOBS: ALASTAIR REED (85) after 
spending three years at University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg is now managing a photo- 
graphic studio in London; PHILIP REED (87) joined Hunters Safaris (Put) Ltd in March 
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1988, and is now a Professional Hunter with a restricted licence; SHAUN REED (835) is 
studying at the University of Natal (Durban) while his brother MATTHEW (86) is selling 
insurances in the U.K. and is based in Tunbridge- Wells. SEAN NICHOLSON (83) is train- 
ing in business management in the U.K. while his brother STAURT (85) has recently re- 
turned from the U.K. and is engaged in erecting satellite dishes in Harare; WILLIAM 
BECKS (84), after doing a Horticultural course in Holland is now working for D.H.L. in 
London; TIM REED (79) is married with one son and is Transport Manager in the family 
haulage business in Bindura. His brother SIMON (88) is doing an Agricultural Manage- 
ment degreeat Pietermaritzburg. ANDRE VAN EEDEN (88) has successfully completed his 
first year at Pietermaritzburg University. 


News of other Zimbabweans: ELLIS ADBY (85), a qualified hairdresser and the 1989 
winner of the Association of Bulawayo Hairdressers’ Open Competition, is now working in 
Harare ina leading salon. HOWARD VOSS (70) working in Harare is also Editor of the new 
and very successful publication, ‘The Zimbabwe Fi isherman’. IAN MIDDLETON (68) work- 
ing on Triangle Estate, now has his son Angus in George Grey and was the joint winner of 
the Cattleman of the Year Award 1989 (coincidentally the other winner, Mr Stanley Schur, 
is the father of two FOBS, Basil and Harold). ANDREW WALLER (77) a tobacco farmer 
in Centenary became the sixth Captain of the National Cricket Team since Independence. 
The Z.C.U. President said of him, “He is regarded as an inspirational leader and we received 
very good reports about his Captaincy of the U/25 team which toured England recently”. 
NIGEL LOWE (72) has recently been appointed Financial Director of Natbrew having 
previously been Financial Manager of Chibuku Breweries where he worked for seven years. 
PRU LAMY (nee TAYLOR) (71) supports her businessman husband and acts as a taxi- 
driver for her two children in Harare. STUART GEMMILL (88) is doing an Agricultural 
Management degree at Pietermaritzburg University and is playing 2nd team Hockey. 
RICHARD WALTON (80) who is married to Alison Gemmill works for Colbro Transport in 
Harare. JONATHAN TAYLOR (84) is working in the Zambesi Valley as a Professional 
Hunter and has recently married Lynn. PETER CHARSLEY (62) is still ranching in the 
Nyamandlovu area. He has four children and his son Andrew is now in Oates. ROBIN 
GREAVES (56) also in the Nyamandlovu area, is one of the major egg producers in Mata- 
beleland, and has been looking after a herd of Buffalo which are foot and mouth free. His 
son DUNCAN (83) has been involved in white water rafting at Victoria Falls but is soon 
going to the U.S.A. for six months. 

JAMES LOWRY (60) is a successful farmer in the Concession area and has recently diversi- 
fied into Horticulture. He also owns a florist shop in Harare. He has a son, William, in 
Tredgold. RICHARD SCHLEY (68) still farms in the Chinhoyi area, married with three 
children. His son Warwick is in George Grey. JOHN FOTHERINGHAM (88) is working 
in Harare, as a tobacco buyer. ANDREW GOUGH (88) is still resident in Gweru, although 
he plans to go overseas in 1990 to do an Agricultural Diploma. DAVID REID (87) is now work- 
ing in the Accounts Department of a Bulawayo Engineering firm and is doing his CIS by 
correspondence. PAUL CANTER (64) is a doctor, working on Triangle Estate. His sons 
Gavin and Ross are in Founders. He is the proud owner of a small holding in the Esigodini 
Valley. WILLIAM JACKSON (72) is now Managing Director of Woodborne Ranch at Fort 
Rixon. BERND BERKAU (82) is working for his father as an Auto-technician in Harare. 
RICHARD WHITTALL (58) farms on Humani Ranch in the Lowveld. He has two sons 
in Founders, Andrew and Joseph. His brother ROGER who also lives at Humani, is a 
successful Professional Hunter, and is Co-Director of Hunters Safari (Put) Ltd. His son Guy 
is in Founders. MALCOLM NORVALL (65) is a Section Manager on Lemco Ranch near 
West Nicholson; he has four children, and his son Rogan is in Chubb. KAJOLE SANSOLE 
(84) is a Management trainee at Rubber and Allied Products in Bulawayo. PAUL STRANG 
(88) has spent the last year dividing time between teaching at Hillcrest in Mutare and play- 
ing cricket in the U.K. In 1990 he plans to go to U.C.T. to doa B.Comm. degree. PAUL 
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MAARSCHALK (72) came third in the prestigious Michael Hunt Essay Competition of 
1989. The subject of the competition was ‘Business Leaders in the 1990's’. Paul, married 
with two sons, lives in Harare and works as company Secretary for Zimbabwe Alloys 
Limited, which is part of the Anglo-American Corporation. His brother PIET (71) is back in 
Harare after spending two years as resident Engineer on the weir and canal for the Mwenezi 
Development Corporation Oil Palm Project. He is married with three sons. TIM JOHNSON 
(64) successful Harare businessman is Secretary of the Falcon Old Boys Association, while 
RICHARD CALDER (64) last seen at the College buzzing the Old Boys’ Study Centre at 
Quiet Waters, is Finance Director of Rio Tinto and is Chairman of the Falcon Old Boys’ 
Association. He and his wife, Jane, have recently had a second son. JAMES VARDEN (87) 
still works for Alan Elliott at Hwange, and can often been seen driving tourists around the 
Park. RICHARD BOTTON (82) is back in Zimbabwe and is Manager of Botton’s Armiture 
Winding, the family business. Seen recently at the College were AYANDA KHUMALO (83), 

who is working as an Accountant in Bulawayo, and hoping to finish his C.A. soon, and 
MBONGENI MKWANANZI (82) who works for National Foods in Harare as an Internal 
Auditor. IAN KIND (71) is also in Harare, and is National Foods Operations Director. 

ALGANG WAUNGANA (88) has just completed his first year at U.Z., as has OSCAR 
MITUMBILI (88). He is doing an Economics degree, and plays Rugby for Old Georgians. 

BRYAN MARTIN (65) is a tobacco farmer in Muurwi where he has been for thirteen years. 

He is married with three children. His son Davis is in George Grey. His brother DESMOND 
(71) lives in Triangle and is married with two children. MIKE (66), married with four child- 
ren, has farmed in the Bindura area for nine years. His son Paul is in George Grey. TONY 
RUDLAND (59) is now retired after being a successful coffee farmer in the Chinhoyi 
District. His son, Simon (88), spent some time working in Australia, is now back in Zim- 
babwe, although he is hoping to return temporarily to Australia to work on oil rigs before 
returning to work on the family farm. PHILIP MEAD (65) farms deciduous fruit in the 
Mvurwi district. He has two sons, Alistair and Colinin Hervey. GRAHAM SAUNDERS (86) 
completed a three year Agricultural course in the U.K. and is back in Zimbabwe, working 
on the family farm. TIM TANSER (62) married with three children, is a lawyer in Harare 
and part-time farmer in Nyanga. His son Frank is in George Grey. NOBUKHOSI NKALA 
(88) is hoping to train to be a Fitter and Turner with a Bulawayo company. COLIN 
BEATTIE (85) has recently completed his degree and hopes to find employment either with 
a private financial consulting firm or the Agricultural Economics section of a bank. 

GEORGE VAN WYK (84) is a learner Hunter in the Matetsi area. Apart from ANDREW 
WALLER several FOBS have been prominent in Zimbabwean cricket during the past year. 

They are GLEN BRUK-JACKSON (87); CRAIG EVANS (87); STEPHEN PEALL (87) and 
PAUL STRANG (88). DARREN MUIRHEAD (83) who works for Portland Cement in 

Bulawayo as a chemical engineer went on a Zimbabwe Rugby tour to Eastern Europe in 
1989. ANDREW LAING (68) has left Fawcett Security, and has started his own business in 

Bulawayo. A member of the Falcon Board of Governors, he is also Chairman of the Bulawayo 

Branch of FOBS. ROGER LITTLE (85), owner of a garage in Bulawayo, is the Secretary of 
the Bulawayo FOBS. ALISTAIR COULSON (68) who he. expanded his farming and busi- 

ness activities, now has his son Mark in Founders. His 61: ‘ver STEWART (69) has joined 

him in the family business. ROY ASHBY (59) has left his penta fishing activities on Lake 

Kariba and is well on the way to achieving his commercia! pilot’s licence, having passed the 

majority of his exams. When last seen, he was recovering from a painful knee opera- 

tion. 


DOUGLAS FOLLWELL (87) having been to the U.K. and Australia on a Jersey Cattle 
Student programme working his way round dairy farms, is now enjoying studying at 
Blackfordby Tobacco Training Institute. 


DOUGLAS REYNOLDS (87) recently passed his full written professional hunting licence. 
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He soon returns from a short holiday in the U.K. to hunt with H.H. & K Safarisin the S.E. 
Lowveld, one of the directors of the company is LEW HALLAMORE (60). 

MARK BUTLER (84) has completed his agricultural diploma at Cirencester and is now 
working with his father on the family farm at Shamva. rae 

KEVIN SIMPSON (64) is also farming on the family farm near shamua. His son Keith, isin 
Oates. 

ROSS WILSON-HARRIS (88) is enjoying his work on a Mourwi farm where he also plays 
cricket for the local club. 

JOHN TURNER (73) married Vanessa Hensman in January 1990 in Harare. 

STUART KEARNS (82) married Julie Rimmer in May. They live on his farm, Hinton 
Estate, in Mutepatepa. 
BRUCE CAMPBELL (84) has successfully completed his law degree at Cape Town and is 

about to depart for the U.K. to take Law Articles. 

JOHN KAUFMAN (75) is a director of the family business in Bulawayo. 

TIM SOULLIER (73) is the Managing Director of a large textile firm in Bulawayo. He is 
married to Caroline and has two children. He continues to enjoy his golf. 

NIGEL FAWCETT (72) is in the motor industry in Bulawayo and is enjoying the Zim- 
babwean way of life. His son is scheduled for Falcon in 1997. He bumped into STUART 
McCAFFERTY (73) in 1989. Stuart is a divorce lawyer in Johannesburg. ; 

DAVE HEATHCOTE (70) is now in his tenth year with National Foods Ltd. He is based 
in Bulawayo as Regional Stockfeeds Sales Manager. 

GUY WERNER (79) passed his final exams for Chartered Accountancy and is working for 
Deloittes in Harare. ; 
ALAN TAYLOR (72) is back in Harare after a spell in the Netherlands. He is exporting 

lowers. 

ioe RAFT (72) has his own import/export and commodity broking company. 

MARTY RUSHMERE (65) is often seen jogging around Harare. He is now a free-lance 
journalist. 

SIMON HICKMAN (68) after completing his MBA in 1988 is now with Alexander Gibb, 
consulting engineers in Harare. 

TERRY CHAMNEY (67) is factory manager for Tabex Dibrell Processors in Harare. 
PAT JOHNSON (62) is farming near Chinhoyi and is doing a great deal of tiger fishing 
and hunting. 
CRAIG (78) and RIJK (76) DANCKWERTS are growing flowers near Harare Airport. Craig 

married Roxanne Carney in 1989 and the first baby is on its way. 

MIKE MACKENZIE (72) is still Headmaster of St. Johns Prep School in Harare. 

JEREMY COCHRANE (80) is Managing Director of Sagit Stockbrokers in Harare. He and 
his wife have recently had a son. 

MARK PATTISON (86) is working in Bulawayo with Comprehensive Computer Services 
and is playing rugby for Old Miltonians. 


R.S.A. 


MILES JOHNSON (64) is settled on his farm at Lions River, Natal, where he lives with 
his wife Isobel, two daughters and a son. a 
DAVID GLASS (73) wrote recently giving us his news. He lives near Johannesburg, with his 
wife and three children, in an area which reminds him of Longden’s farm, ‘Quiet Waters’. 
He has his own business established in 1985, Grafitti Designs, which started as a home 
industry but has since expanded considerably. He still plays tennis and even played 
Premier League for a few years. He has met ROB FILER (62) and MIKE SPURLING (63) 

who he says has now fully recovered from a serious back injury. 


RAYLAN BROWN (77) is back with J.C.I. as senior geologist at Rustenberg Platinum 
Mines. At the moment he is busy collecting data for an MSc which he hopes to start soon. 
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He has seen STUART COMLINE (67) who is one of J.C.I.’s top geologist in gold explor- 
ation. 

JANE KIRK (née Taylor) (70) is still busy looking after her doctor husband and 3 daughters 
in Hilton, Natal. Also living in Hilton is her brother MATTHEW TAYLOR (76) with his 
wife and small son. They lived for a year in Canada but are relieved to be back in Africa, 
Matt is working for an Agricultural Machinery Firm. In Ontario they saw quite a bit of 
CLIVE SCHWARTZ (73) who is still a busy paediatrician. 

FELICITY TAYLOR (81) has recently returned from London, where she worked as a private 
nurse. She returns to nurse at Grey’s Hospital in PMB in 1990 and plans to settle 
there. 

PAUL FURBER (84) having spent some time in the British Army, is now in South Africa 
studying for a BSc at Wits. His brother ALEX (86) is also at Wits. studying for a B.Comm. 
degree. 

ROSS COWING (83) is still in Cape Town doing very well as sales manager for a large steel 
fabricating company. 

CHRISTIAAN van WYK (66) has a veterinary practice in Port Shepstone. His younger 
brother LEON (77) teaches Biology at Dundee High School and is very interested in Con- 
servation. As a hobby he likes to bring South African tourists to Zimbabwe. 

NICO (79) works for Power Installations in Natal as his job takes him away frequently from 

his Durban base. 

DAVID van WYK (87) has just completed his second year at P.M.B. university. His cousin 
WARWICK RENDER (88) has completed his first year of BSc Agricultural Degree. 
PHIL WESSON (79) is working in Mtubatuba in Zululand on a sugar mill. Married to 

Jenny he’s about to leave for Europe in the new year. 

ANDY THOMAS (80) is reported to be about to emigrate with his wife Nona to 
Canada. 

There is a large contingent of F.O.B.S. at South Africa’s universities. At Natal, (P.M.B. 
and Durban) are: 

SEAN HIGGINS (85) who graduated Cum Laudae in BSc Agriculture. He will be returning 
to university in 1990 to do an MSc in Soil Science. He has been elected Chairman of 
University’s Zimbabwe Society, and is also coaching the University’s boxing team. 

GREG TAYLOR (88) is doing an Accountancy Degree at Durban. 

DEAN KENDALL (87) has successfully completed his second year of a B.Comm. degree 
at P.M.B. 

OLIVER DAVIES (835) is in his 3rd year of Optometry at Durban. 

CHRISTOPHER HINDE (85) has successfully completed his Agricultural degree and is 
hoping to return to P.M.B. to do a post graduate course. 

ADRIAN LISTER (85) has completed his first year of Mechanical Engineering at Durban. 
He played rugby for Berea Rovers. Married MELISSA TAYLOR In December 1989. 

At Rhodes University HAMISH BEATTIE (88) has recently completed his first year of BSc 
Zoology as has MARK BING (88). 

MARK HEATHCOTE (88) completed his second yea) B.Comm. degree. 

MARK SAUNDERS (87) and KEN WILLIAMS (87) now in the final year of their 
B.Soc. Sci. degree. 

NEIL CROSSLAND (87) is now in his third year of a BSc, majoring in Entomology and 
Zoology. 

MICHAEL STOBBART (835) is studying Ichthyology while 

ANDREW BING (87) has completed his second year of a B.A. degree. 

RODDY van der RIET (88) is at U.C.T. doing a BSc 

ANDREW du TOIT (72) writes to say that he is returning to the Cape to do Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging. He is sad to leave Natal, but the j ob he is going to sounds interesting. 
He is married with two daughters, he plays plenty of golf and indulges in some aerobics! 
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DOUGLAS MACGREGOR (75) recently returned to Africa after 8 years in Brazil and is 
taking an MBA course at Wits. His brother, GUY (78) recently completed his PhD in 
Mechanical Engineering. 

STUART WENMAN (88) successfully completed his first year doing a degree in Actuarial 
Science. He spends much of his leisure time playing golf. 

KEVIN FRANCEYS (86) is at the University of Natal (P.M.B.) in his final year of an 
Agricultural whilst his brother IAN (87) is at the same University doing a B.Comm. 
degree. 

IAN RAINBIRD (87) who is doing an accountancy degree at Cape Town has spent his 
Christmas vacation in the U.K. as a barman in a hotel. 

GRANT PATTISON (88) recently visited the College. He has successfully completed his first 
year at U.C.T. doing Electrical Engineering. He informs us that NEIL HAGELTHORN 
(88), LANCE DIXON (88), MATTHEW STUART (88) and MARK GELMAN (88) have 
all passed their first year. Mark, doing Mechanical Engineering, passed with straight 
firsts and has been awarded a Chamber of Mines Scholarship. 

ALAN CONOLLY (87) also at U.C.T. has completed his second year doing Engineering. 
He is playing for the university cricket team and doing well. 

TEMBA LUPEPE (86) has done extremely well in his first year of dentistry at the University 
of the Western Cape. 

GEOFF PEGRAM (58) is Professor of Engineering at the University of Natal (Durban) 
and is consultant for the Orange River Water Scheme. 

DAVE LAWRENCE (66) is Managing Director of Basil Read Mining and lives in Johannes- 
burg. He is the Chairman of the Old Boys’ Society in South Africa. 

MIKE FYNN (70) was appointed Managing Director of Sales House Direct Marketing in 
Johannesburg. He frequently visits Zimbabwe. 

JOHN MATTHEWS (67) now works in real estate in Cape Town and likewise visits Harare 
when possible. 

LES ASHLEY (75) taught until August at Eshowe High School in Natal where his head- 
master was COLIN van TOORIN (Staff). He is now teaching at Giyani College of 
Education. 

TONY MOLLER (71) (P.O. Box 11032, Marine Parade, Durban) is keen to make contact 
with the following FOBS — Greg Enotiades (71), Paul Maarschalk (72), “Mo” Hodges (71), 
Andrew Raft (72), “Jock” McIntosh (71), Nigel Lowe (72), and Alan Dickie (71) 

TONY HAMBLY (59) is deputy Headmaster at Treverton College at Mooi River in Natal. 

NICK SCHEIJDE (83) is working for a large office furniture firm in Johannesburg. 

GRAHAM PICKARD (73) is married to Evelyn and has settled in Cape Town. They have a 
four year old son and are expecting another child in June 1990. 


REST OF AFRICA 


DARREN BREUSSOW (80) after crocodile hunting in the Sudan, Kenya and Ethiopia has 
set up his own wild-life conservation business in Malawi. His brother CARL (78) is in 
computers in Blantyre. 

NIGEL ASHBY (63) continues to prosper in Nata, Botswana and is setting up a safari 
business. His son Rolf is in Tredgold. 

TONY MIDDLETON (70) is still farming in Zambia and his son David is now in his first 
year in George Grey. 

ANTHONY JOHNSON (59) is living in Francistown, Botswana with his wife and two 
children and is the Owner/Manager of Motel Marang. 


UNITED KINGDOM AND EUROPE 


RICHARD VARDEN (85) visited the College in 1989. He has completed an M.D.H. at 
Cambourne School of Mines and is now studying for a mining degree. 
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MARK TERNOUTH (85) in final year at Pembroke College, Cambridge, is reading Natural 
Science and was recently awarded a Half Blue for Golf. A photograph seen in a copy of 
‘The Farmer’ showed a group of Zimbabwe students who had successfully completed their 
courses at Lackham College. Among them were MARK FALLON (85), 

IAN MCDONALD-SMITH (84) and JOHN ZEIBARI (84) who was the winner of the Helen 
Cup for the best All-Round Student in the Higher National Certificate in Agricultural 
Engineering. 

BRUCE HENDERSON (86) wrote to say how much he had enjoyed his year at Sandhurst 
where he was Commissioned. He is now with the 2nd Battalion Royal Green Jackets, 
based in Devon, where he is also with JAMES CHANCE (85). While at Sandhurst he 
captained his company’s rugby side and they won the individual company trophy — a 
crate of beer! He comments that his years at Falcon have stood him in good stead in dealing 
with the rigours of the British Army. 

DOUGLAS BEATTIE (87) is studying at the Royal Agricultural College in Scotland, having 
just finished his second year. 

DAVID EVERETT (82) married Fiona Hewitt in Ashstead, Surrey, on 6th May 1989. The 
Best Man was MARK KEMPLE (82) who had just left the Sheraton Hotel in Harare, 
planning to spend a year working his way round Europe. Among the guests were RAY AND 
ANN HOOLE and ANDREW STOBART (82) who was nearing the end of his time at 
Oxford on a Rhodes Scholarship. 

PAUL PEARSON (79) is an instrument technician on a North Sea Oil Rig and is furthering 
his studies in instrumentation. 

GUY TURNER (79) is working in London for M.B.M. Forest Products where ALISTAIR 
ROONEY (78) is the Data Processing Manager. 

PETER STANSBURY (82) who has just been visiting his brother NEIL in Hong Kong, 
is selling computerised maps for a firm near London, and is brushing up his French in 
case he is transferred to the firm’s new Paris branch. 

GRAHAM LORD (60) ina letter to the Headmaster said he was hoping to be in Zimbabwe 
early in 1990 and plans to visit the College, his first visit since leaving school. He is still 
the Literary Editor for the ‘Sunday Express’. 

BRIAN DARLING (68) one of our more regular correspondents, wrote to say he is still in 
Paris, and with the same company. He says ‘My present job is in the Worldwide Head- 
quarters doing Market Research Projects. It is very interesting and I get to see many new 
things that are happening in the industry.’ He made a trip to Iran last year, and often 
travels to the U.S.A. Married with four children, he and his wife have a holiday home in the 
Dordogne Department in the South West of France, where they spend their summer holi- 
days. 

He says he still has close connections with Falcon since his nephew Kai Russell is in 
Tredgold. Brian’s brother ADRIAN (70) is still with Powell Dufferyn in the U.K. He lives 
and works just to the west of London near Heathrow. Married he has two young children. 

JEREMY HaAILE (68), Godfather to Brian’s younger son, lives in Vancouver, British 
Columbia with his wife and four children. 

Another good correspondent, DR. MIKE COHLER (69) wrote a long interesting letter, 
extracts of which follow: ‘I guess the past year or two, has seen quite a few developments 
for me, both at the University and with my hobby activities... At York University we have 
been in the throes of climbing the ladder of the external image game, which finally bore 
fruit recently with the announcement that in the national league table of research ratings, 
we appear 10th out of a total of 55 universities and colleges, coming ahead of institutions 
like Durham, Queen Mary College, and King’s... My work at the CERN nuclear physics 
laboratory continues to progress. The goal of this work is to find some indiciation that a new 
form of matter called quark plasma can be formed .. . Last November I was enticed into 
joining a colleague at a local airfield where the sport of gliding was introduced to me. I 
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was hooked at the first flight, and by March, Iwasa solo pilot. Having obtained my bronze 
certifricate, [am now working towards silver. . . If there are any FOBS in my area who 
would like to make contact, my home phone number is 0532-676368, or they can write 
to me at the Physics Department University of York.” 


News of ROBERTJACKSON (64) was seenina November 1988 article in ‘The Independent’, 
which mentioned that he was Higher Education Minister in Margaret Thatcher’s govern- 
ment. Under the headline ‘Rapid rise of a born-again radical right-winger!’, the author of 
the article says, ‘Robert Jackson has been successful in placing radical ideas on the political 
agenda. He is inventive, hard-working, and according to those he has worked with, has 
a better grasp than many of his predecessors. Inadifferent field, we have news of the success 
of another FOB in the U.K., DAVID CURTIS (83) who is doing post-graduate work at 
Oxford. He won his Full Blue for rugby, and played at centre, for Oxford against Cam- 
bridge, for the Bowring Bowl. 

JOHN MARAIS (78) married Charlotte Faber and they have a daughter Maria de Mar. 
They live in Barcelona where John teaches English. 

GREG RASMUSSEN (74) now living in Cornwall, and taking care of a Kennels is taking 
time off in April 1990 for a brief visit to Zimbabwe, where he plans to join several 
Scientific Expeditions as a Herpetologist. One of these will be the Falcon College Expedi- 
tion led by GORDON MACDONALD to the Tuli Circle. 

PHILLIP KEATLY (67) works for Morrison Marshall and Hill in London. The company 
has opened a liaison office in Harare and Phillip makes frequent trips to Zimbabwe. 
ROB EVISON (71) still a bachelor, is a project analyst for Arup Economic Consultants in 
London. He reports that his brother BRIAN (73) is a deep sea diver in the Caribbean. 


REST OF THE WORLD 


NEIL STANSBURY (76) a lawyer is still in Hong Kong and will marry Catherine Blunt, also 
a lawyer in April 1990. JOHN and ANNE, and Catherine’s father will attend the quiet 
wedding in Hong Kong. Neil's address is ‘Flat 5607, Cape Mansions, 56 Mount Davis Road, 
POK FU LAM, Hong Kong.’ 

DAVID PEARSON (7) flying Tristars for Gulf Air is based in Dubai. 

CHARLES KNAGGS (80) was last reported with the Trish guards in Belize. 

IAN BLEVIN (84) was recently posted to Hong Kong as a subaltern in the Gurkhas. 

ERIC THOMAS (81) after applying for several House Surgeon posts in New Zealand finally 
settled for Christchurch but before taking up the post found time to visit his sister in South 
Carolina, where he met his wife Gretchen. They were married in Christchurch in October 
1988 and at the time of writing in September 1989 they were expecting their first child in 
November. They plan to settle in America where Eric hopes to specialise in anaesthetics 
and take up a post in July 1990 in Pennyslvania. 

DR. IAN TERNOUTH (76) is ona Rotary Post Graduate Scholarship for a year, specialising 
further in cardiology at Loma Linda University in California. 

ROB FLEMING (73) Housemaster of Selwyn House, King’s College, Auckland, N.Z. is 
presently at Falcon ona year’s exchange with MIKE RENAHAN (76) and is acting House- 
master of Hervey House. He and his wife Cheryl, and his two children arrived in time for 
the first term, having been ona roundabout via Hawaii, Disneyland and the U.K. One of 
Rob’s first purchases in the Tuck shop was a pair of veldskoens! Mike and his wife Susie 
and two sons are at King’s College for a year, having also gone on a roundabout route, 
since Mike took the U15 rugby team on tour to Ireland, and then after Christmas in the 
U.K. they visited JOHN WORWOOD (staff), his wife and new daughter in Bangkok, en 
route to New Zealand. 

GENE COHLER (73) is now working for Bear Stern in New York and has been promoted 
to Associate Director, which he is very pleased with since this is the seventh largest 
company in the finance world of the ‘Wall Street Giants’. He is now living in Greenwich 
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LORNE CAMPBELL (72) is still a Housemaster at a boys’ private school in Hamilton, 
New Zealand. He is married with three children. His younger brother EWEN (74) who is 
married to Tessa Stringfellow has moved from Sydney to Perth. 

CLIVE GARDNER (72) is an accountant in Auckland. He is married with two children. 

JOHN HADRYS (75) is married to Linden and has a daughter, Eileen, now 41% years old. 
They are happily settled in Perth where John works for the National Australia Bank. 
From time to time he sees ‘Wilbur’ WILLIAMS (75) who is now living in Sydney. 

KEVIN BUTLER (85) has completed his Sports Science degree at Loughborough University 
and is now teaching spoken English in Osaka, Japan. 

JOHN SPARKS (74) with his wife, Christian, continue to teach English at a college in 
Portland, Oregon. They are presently looking for an overseas posting. 

NIGEL PEGRAM (59) a professional actor for many years found time to recall his Falcon 
year in the following article. 


A PLACE OF DREAMS 


Frank Cary had a dream and the dream was Falcon College. While I was still at Eagle 
School in the Vumba Mountains I recorded in a diary on 12th February, 1953: ‘“Tank told us 
about Bushtick, the site for Falcon College.” We always called him Tank. A year later, on 
Wednesday 3rd February, 1954, I arrived at Falcon. Butterflies of several species were practis- 
ing power dives in my stomach — I say several species because, not only was there the usual 
frisson of apprehension at going back to school, but a fair pounding of excitement that this was 
to be the place of dreams. Passed the tennis court and down the rocky road, sturdily built 
Bushtick miners’ houses on either side. My school uniform, navy blue blazer with the original 
badge of gold falcon on a branch with motto ““Arduus ad Solem” (not forgetting grey trousers) 
was wisely too big. My mother and step-father hoped I would grow — they were not alone. Iwas 
twelve and four foot ten. My boater —a sort of floating boater — rattled when I walked and was 
prevented from shutting out the daylight by the convenient placement of my ears. 


I was shown to my room in one of the ex-miners’ houses and found to my dismay that I was 
in a 3-bed room with strangers. Two of my old Eagle friends, Alan “Johnny” Stewart and 
Lindsay Skea, were in another room with another stranger. As this stranger had not yet 
arrived from Salisbury, I moved Lawrence le Patourel’s name out and mine in. When he 
arrived ours can go down in The Book of Records as the first fight at Falcon. We eventually 
shook bruises and he courteously agreed that it would be nice for me to be with friends. Thank 
you Lawrence. And soended my first day at Falcon. 


Although the Founders’ picture taken in Easter term 1955, shows 35 boys (of whom Shaun 
Cullen and Geoff Wilson were joint head boys) three masters and wives (Ash Brooker and 
“Ma’am”, Frank and Ann Cary, David “Taffy”’ Houlding and Pauline) some boys were to 
arrive later and Scotsman George Williamson, who taught science that first term, is missing. 
Astrangely verbal and cantakerous man (down whose back I regret I once poured ink) George 
was surprised one day by a goggle-eyed and open-mouthed Martin ““Multy” Hall up at the 
swimming pool: the latter looked in astonishment at a very hairy and totally naked man, who 
growled in sporran tones: ‘“‘Are you jealous, Hall?” 


We had no fields — just a tennis court. Dusty red cricket was occasionally played, after a 
tooth-shaking bicycle ride through the griddle front gate in a small sloping field belonging to 
Mr Mylne. . . and, of course, there was the bliss of swimming. Our eyes were burbed by the 
splendour of the flamboyant trees only to be cooled again by the jacarandas, while our sense of 
smell was gladdened by the fragrant frangipani. 


After breakfast we would walk en tiny masse down the quarter mile or so to the classrooms 
(the old Mine Offices) and during break noise and scream or play “‘bok bok” in the brilliant 


heat, then return to the blessed cool of the classrooms where Johnny Foster once gave the 
plural of “crisis” as “Christ”. 
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My parents were living in Tanganyika and my grandmother in Bulawayo was not in 
the best of health, so the man who was a hero to most of us took brother Geoff and me 
under his protectivce wing and we spent an unforgettable and generous holiday with 
Tank, his dear wife Ann and children Lillibet and Frankie. ‘In loco parentis” took on a very 
happy meaning. I bought two white mice and christened them McCullagh and Bothwell. 
They had a lot of children. 

The second term began on Saturday, 29th May, crisp and cool. We had been woken by the 
early morming gong, but this term an African bugler in an old army great coat bugled us from 
our sleep. All went well for some time until one bitter morning this poor man’s lips froze to 
his mouthpiece halfway through his Reveille (I shall never forget the tune). There was silence 
for several minutes until finally a rather hesitant gong continued our waking process. This 
term was also pleased to see the disappearance of George “Mbuia Bonse” Williamson. In his 
place arrived Mr Cosbie-Ross (or “Dreamy Joe”, as he became known) together with wife 
and two daugthers, Dorcas and Sarah. (My diary for Sunday, 4th July records: “Pocock kissed 
Sarah Cosbie-Ross three times and Johnson kissed Dorcas 12 times.”’) Iam not sure whether 
or not — indeed, it does not really matter — but Ido rememer that one day we set the overhead 
classroom lights gently swaying and as he came in we all solemnly swayed at our desks in time. 
He stood hesitantly, grasped his desk, blinked several times then carefully left the classroom 
saying he was not feeling very well. 

That “utterly” splendid man with the shining head, Ashley Brooker (‘‘students will 
observe”, “STRIKE ten thousand lights!” etc.) introduced us to the glories of hockey. This 
was (as everything else was) on the tennis courts. He described the purpose and function of 
each position ending up with the goal-keeper. “He must be brave!” Still 12 and 4’ 10”, I 
immediately raised my hand, not so much out of bravery, but out of a sense of survival — 
I would be the one to be protected by enormous pads (also, being small, no one on the opposite 
side would see me till it was too late). 

And so, Topsy-like, the school grow’d, from a collection of small houses into joined-up 
bigger houses. Entertainment was the Saturday night film and Tank reading us stories in the 
assembly hall, stirring up our imaginations by candlelight. The first end of term show was 
called “The Falcon Revue” (as opposed to “The Falcon Review”, our first and extremely 
embryonic magazine) in which I remember Dougal Cullen and various others as mannequins 
to the tune of Swedish Rhapsody and I was struck on top of a tall stool singing “Chick, chick, 
chick, chick, chicken lay a little egg for me” to my ukelele. 

In the third term, on Saturday 25th September the first game of cricket was played on the 
big field, planted and de-stoned by our perpetually grumbling fingers. On 4th October I went 
to sleep in class (a recurring inactivity); on 19th October Taffy’s son was born and Bothwell, 
my female mouse, died; on 22nd November, for my 14th birthday: “Granny Evans gave me 
9/-” and our first year came to its close on Friday, 10th December. 

Falcon’s second year, 1955, saw a giant bulldozer clearing new fields and the perennial 
planting of grass; it saw trips to the Matopos with the entire school in the old, open Falcon 
lorry (what ever happened to the cine films that Tank shot of us all?); our games houses 
were Whites, Blues and Khakis and a Portuguese called Antonio Peixe spoke no English so I 
had to be his interpreter in French. Most importantly, 1955 saw the arrival of Dougal Turner 
and his pretty wife, Jill. My one regret was that Dougal was never Headmaster during my 
time. Then there was the school play: The Merchant of Venice, in which I played Portia and 
Geoff Antonio. The Bulawayo Chronicle, 16th April, 1955: ““Pegram not only gave a remark- 
ably sympathetic rendering of the dramatic irony and heroic passages of Portia’s words but 
also dealt most competently with a pair of high heel shoes . . .” Dougal nursed me through 
“The quality of mercy” and Jill helped with the quality of the shoes. 


We made mulberry wine (one lot exploded purple in the roof); “Gandy” Banning, 
“Granny” Evans, David Bruce and I let off a vast collection of fire extinguishers we found in 
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an old store on Sunday; Geoff and I, together with Hugh de Quehen and Peter Dugmore 
represented Falcon in the schools’ Radio Quiz and Rev. Peter Cole “instructed” us for con- 
firmation, prior to which I went to confession — I noted in my diary: “My sins were impurity 
and swearing.” (“So what’s new?” says my wife.) Monday nights we listened to the BBC’s 
“Journey into Space” and Tank on his rounds generously warned of his approach by whistling 
that slightly breathy whistle and the tune was always: ‘“‘See how the Fates their gifts allot 
— For A is happy — Bis not” from Act II of The Mikado. And finally that year, our dormitory, 
Bateleur (each was named after a bird of prey, as at Eagle School) had its end of term mid- 
night feast and we can go down in the Falcon Book of Records as the first feast to be washed 
down in champagne (which I confess I lifted from my cousin’s wedding). 


1956 began with a writhing of February snakes (Five were killed in one week) and Elvis 
Presley burst gloriously upon an unsuspecting world. It was also the traditional school play 
term, always a personal excitement. I played Puck to brother Goeff’s Oberon. It was “A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream’”’ only in title as far as I was concerned, because I nearly froze to 
death, I was dressed in a diminutive bikini, Leichner Green No. III] grease-paint from head to 
toe and several sequins, while the audience wore furs and blankets and snuggled down against 
the persistent “guti”. I declined going into the seductive warm between scenes because, 
as [had started out frozen stiff, I felt that the audience had better see the same rigid perform- 
ance throughout — I also knew that if Ihad succumbed to the warmth of Tank’s sitting room, 
which was used as our green room, nothing would have got me out again. That same Founders’ 
Weekend, Sir Robert Tredgold announced that henceforth the houses (by then A, B, C and D) 
would be known as Hervey, Oates, Tredgold and Founders. 


During the holidays I wrote in my diary on 24th May: “Thought last night I would like 
to take up the stage”, so when, on June 14th, Ash Brooker came in to class asking if any one 
was taking up the stage as a career, my hand shot up. “Right”, he said. “You're first on the 
bus this afternoon to go into Bulawayo to see Olivier’s ‘Richard III’.” 

And then Tank left and many of our lives were blown apart. Others had their reasons for 
pain and sadness — mine was that this man and his wonderful wife had been part of my life, 
even as parents, since 1950 and it shattered me when they went away. When my beloved 
grandmother, Helen Hopkins, died the year before, it was Tank who comforted, saying: 
“Don’t worry — you and Geoff can come down with us to Hermanus for the holidays.” Sadly 
we never went. 


On June 23rd I went up with the 1st Hockey Team and we beat Peterhouse 6:0. It was a 
happy victory. On July 25th Ash became Headmaster. The MCC’s Peter May, Colin 
Cowdrey, Geoff Chubb, Peter Loader and manager Freddie Brown came on November 16th 
and gave us a demonstration. In Hall afterwards, when we were invited to ask questions, 
I can remember feeling acutely embarrassed that we all sat like silent dummies and no one 
asked a thing. 


1957 saw me being tamed by brother Geoffrey in “The Taming of the Shrew.” It was my last 
female role at Falcon — my voice still had not broken and I was hardly shaving, which at 16% 
gave me cause for concern, particularly as all my friends »eom to have been bass-voiced and 
hairy since birth. (On holiday in Tanganyika I was even discovered by my step-father des- 
perately rubbing the last dregs of his hair restorer under my arms and elsewhere — what was 
even more peculiar was that my hair was already starting to go grey.) ““The Shrew” was 
happily directed by Dougal and designed by Jill, but sadly I do not have any photographs or 
reviews — perhaps there were none. 

During rehearsals, I had had to have my appendix out in Bulawayo General Hospital 
(where I had learned my entire part, much to Dougal’s surprise) and on my return learned 
that almost every senior and prefect had been removed from office, excepting lan Laing and 
Roger Lawley, because of “The Great Smoking Scandal” — it was an amazing and shocking 
surprise and Roger became the new head boy. 
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The winter term saw an immense hue and cry when Ryciak and Hoyle ran away (they 
turned up at home in Northern Rhodesia 4 days later). And hymn practise continued every 
Thursday under the twinkling eyes of “Old Father Christmas”, Dr Fielden, who had been a 
pupil of Debussy — he once played Debussy’s “Girl with the Flaxen Hair” for me — not to be 
forgotten. On July 6th, Irecorded rather cryptically: “The morning buses came along and took 
the school to Bulawayo. We stood outside Milton and when the Queen Mother came by we 
cheered — then we came back.” Soon after, the 1957 Asian ‘Flu Epidemic hit the world and 
staff and boys went down like ninepins — it was ghastly. We all eventually went home, but a 
month later I had a relapse with pneumonia and pleurisy and my mother (parents had left 
Tanganyika for our new farm near the Turk Mine) said it had been touch and go. Back to 
school three weeks late and desperate catching up and I wrote a letter to Khruschev asking for 
some stamps anda little peace. I received a reply that Christmas (photocopy of which I 
enclose) and on 1st November the new chapel, which Ash had had built, was used for its 
first confirmation. 

My final year in 1958, saw my last school play. I was Bluntschli in “Arms and the Man” 
— my voice had finally broken (had sensibly given up worrying about it). It was also the term 
that Bruce Thompson, Digby Pocock and I formed a skiffle group and during one Saturday 
night film, we played “Tutti Frutti” and “Oh Boy” in the intervals. It was its only public 
performance (as “there was too much of a riot”? we were not allowed to do it again). 


It was also the year that Taffy Houlding left — a kind and very Christian man to whom we 
gave an awful time (I don’t know why, because we all liked him). There was the time when 
David Bruce handcuffed David Harrison to his desk and when Taffy sent him out, David had 
to drag the desk with him; or the time when brother Geoff and I were in the combined Vth 
and VIth French class and we were sent to the corner and told to face the wall. We would 
not believe it and set off for the same corner together. ‘Different corners!”’, said Tuffy icily, 
so we both set off for the other side of the classroom. Taffy was nearly demented as we were 
ordered apart and the delicious pain of almost unbearably suppressed giggles nearly finished 
us. We were dreadful — how he took our unkindnesses I do not know. On his last day at Falcon 
he read a list of boys’ names and times he wanted to see us after breakfast. Slightly puzzled, I 
went down at my allotted time and was presented with one of his beautiful books inscribed: 
“To Nigel — from Taffy. 1958.” It was ‘““The Bedside Book” and that’s where it is. 


That same term, “Digger” Wells gave me six of his best for smoking (“The crime’’, said 
my step father, ‘‘was getting caught”) and I recorded that “Marcus Monroe was the only 
master in the school not invited to any of the parties by any of the houses”. Then Ash Brooker 
was no longer there. He had ceased to be Headmaster but had courageously swallowed his 
pride and returned though briefly, as Housemaster to Hervey. He was greatly missed. 


Digger became Head. He had been with the school since its second term. Iremember on the 
last day of our holiday with Tank, the latter had asked me to help unpack Digger’s suitcases 
—Thad never seen such a collectiuon of splendid sports jackets — so, if not the first Falcon to 
have met him, I certainly had known him longer than most. I had naively gone through life 
in the certain knowledge that everyone must surely like me, so this was a puzzle. Con- 
sequently I found it hard to like him. He had his favourites — which is only fair — but Ido 
remember feeling quite hurt when he made several boys prefects who were a year (some two 
years younger than me. I was a senior. If he was not the first to use sarcasm as a weapon, he 
certainly elevated its use to an art form. He had an extraordinarily stroppy dog called Bokkie 
— an unusual trait for a Golden Labrador — who also liked whiskey. The only time that dog 
ever reached the pinnacle of popular appeal, was when he expressed the whole school’s feel- 
ings by peeing on a certain housekeeper’s foot. 

Digger was eventually decanted from Falcon into Bulawayo where he ran a crammer. 
Iremember visiting a friend who was one of the “<nmates” — Digger walked in and suddenly 
it was as if I was his oldest friend. Who knows? Perhaps I was. That evening the first twings 
of cynicism began to enter my being. He was a sad and, I think, bitter man — in looks not 
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unlike those fine actors Denholm Elliott and Trevor Howard. There was a rather beautiful 
sepia photograph of a young woman in his rooms. I once asked him who she was. He paused 


fora while, then turning to me he said: ‘Ah — my dear Nigel — that was a long time ago.”’ May 
he rest in peace. 


I proposed the motion in the debate ‘“‘Mrs Beeton would make a better wife than Marilyn 
Monroe (I lied in my teeth but we won) and then spoke on Hitler in the Mylne Society 
oif which I had been founder member. On 4th August I wrote: ‘“‘We had beans for lunch anid 


am now suffering the windy consequences — all the cha i 
ps have said the t 
on the verandah by myself.” here 


My final term saw me without my guitar, radio or record player because of Higher School 
Certificate and consequently when Peter Johnson Elvis Presleyed for three nights on my 
verandah, it was Barry Patterson’s guitar that got covered in mulberries from the enthusias- 
tically cheering (jeering?) crowd. On 28th September I wrote: “‘After breakfast came and did 
the usual Sunday polishing etc. which I have done for five something years — anyway I'll 
know how to shine floors when my wife and I can’t get a houseboy.”’ Then there was Higher 
and then it was all over. 


I had loved my days at Falcon — they sti i i i 
! y still hold a very special place 
was indeed a “‘a place of dreams”. 7 ? salad 


After Falcon I took a law degree at Natal University (Durban) and played Hockey for the 
1st XI. This was followed by two idyllic years at St. Edmund Hall, Oxford (Dougal Turner’s 
old college) where I occasionally played in goal for the University but missed my blue. I joined 
the Oxford University Dramatic Society and went with Terry Jones and Michael Palin (better 
known for Monty Python) to the Edinburgh Festival with the 1964 Oxford Revue. I took over 
from Jeremy Taylor in “Wait a Minim” for its last 5 months at the Fortune Theatre, London 
and for its 15 month Broadway run. While in New York I studied with Lee Strasberg at The 
Actors’ Studio. After Broadway, we toured the US for a year and I married ex Royal Ballet 
soloist, April Olrich, “Wait a Minim’s comedienne/danseuse. 


We returned to London in 1969 and have continued in theatre, television and films ever 
since. I played the third lead, Melvin P. Thorpe in ‘““The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas” 
at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane and am currently awaiting the release of a film called “The 
American Way” with Dennis ‘Easy Rider’ Hopper and Michael J. ‘Bonny and Clyde’ Pollard 
in which I play the first successful female presidential candidate for the United States who 
is literally “exposed” at the end — so I guess my years at Falcon were not in vain! 


SIC ITUR AD ASTRA! 


News of Former Staff 


DOUGAL & JILL TURNER. On retirement as Headmaster of Falcon in December 1984 
Dougal and Jill Turner moved to Johannesburg where they have settled into their new 
home in Parktown North. Dougal is Secretary of the South African Conference of Head- 
masters and Headmistresses and his wisdom, sense of humour and wise council is highly 
respected by all Conference members. 

‘TWICK’ & JEAN van WYK live in a retirement cottage on Mike Mylne’s farm in the 
Esigodini valley. Their daughter THELMA MYLNE is also “‘retired’ from teaching but 
keeps hereself busy on ‘Longridge Farm’. 

Oe their flat in Avondale, Harare, and in October moved to a flat 
in Borrow Street in Bulawayo, where they are anticipating renewing old frie j 

JOHN & ANNE STANSBURY left Falcon when John tied in Jeam ater (lee 
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moved to live in their home in Harare. John is keeping himself busy teaching at St. John’s 
College, while Anne enjoys being closer to some of their family. 

BETTY McAULAY says she took advantage of the exceptional summer in Britain. She 
had spent a weekend with TONY and MOIRA GOODBURN who seem happily settled 
at a school in Hampshire. She reports that her son ‘BUTCH’ (79) is still in Roodepoort 
working as a Mine Doctor. Butch and his wife Sally are expecting their first child in April. 
Betty’s younger son RICHARD (78) still in Harare, recently spent six exciting weeks in 
America. 

TONY STRINGFELLOW is a medical superintendent of a large hospital in the Transkei. 
He and Muriel recently visited their daughter Tessa (married to EWAN CAMPBELL) 
(74) and son PETER (68) in Australia. Peter is married to Jeannie and they have two 
young children. 

PAUL FFRENCH-CONSTANT lives in Cornwall and is well. His son EDWARD (75) hasa 
practice in the same area. Edward is married to Elizabeth and they have 2 daughters. 

RON REEVE-JOHNSON wrote to say he seemed to be emerging from a trying period of ill- 
health. He has been laid low for 8 months with back problems which put him in hospital for 
3 months. Jill and their daughter Shirley spent a happy month in Zimbabwe in August, 
seeing friends and family, and Jill was at Falcon for the FOBs weekend. Son GARY (84) 
is doing his second year in veterinary science at Edinburgh. His proposed trip to China and 
Russia was put off by the student uprising, so instead he spent 3 weeks living with an 
Egyptian family and he was most impressed by all he saw in Cairo, Aswan and 
Luxor. 

PETER & JENNY STEYN visited Zimbabwe last year to see their daughter Linda at 
Victoria Falls and they made a fleeting visit to the College. 

JOHN RICHARDSON is reported in a Cape newspaper to have been appointed as the new 
Principal of Rosebank College and he will take up the position in 1990. 

FRANK REED continues to farm on the family farm ‘Melfort’, north of Bindura. He and 
brother have diversified considerably, and Frank makes an annual business visit to 
Matabeleland. Pauline is the Bursar at Bindura Primary School, while their daughter 
Fiona has gone to Pennyslvania on a year’s Rotary scholarship. 

TONY & JAN GANE are now living in Western Australia, where Tony teaches at a school 
in Banbury. 

JOHN WORWOOD has recently been visited in Bangkok by new and old Falcon staff. He 
and his wife have a baby daughter. 

MIKE & BARBIE LAING visited the College last year, albeit briefly. They were accomp- 
anied by son GEOFF (84) now in his third year at Wits. 

BRIAN ROFF is still the Bursar at Bishops. JOHN ROFF (84) is doing a Conservation 
diploma at the Cape Technicon and has written a booklet on spiders which is used by 
schoolchildren. ADAM (83) is in his 3rd year at U.C.T. and is doing very well. 

TONY DAVEY still teaching in Johannesburg, is doing his MSc. part-time at Wits. 

MONTY WOOLLEY has retired from St. Georges Prep School in P.E. and is now on the 
family farm near Addo where he is starting a nursery garden. He is recognised as a school 
soccer coach fundi!!! 


Falcon Old Boys’ Association 
Meetings and Gatherings 


The DINNER DANCE held at the Holiday Inn in Harare on 3d June 1989, was a great 
success, being attended by some eighty Old Boys and their partners. Arthur Dunckley, a 
recognised authority on Falconry gave an interesting talk. 


118 


A CO 


The ANNUAL OLD BOYS WEEK-END was held at Falcon on 15th and 16th July. It 
was a well attended occasion, and it was pleasing to see a contingent from South Africa. 
Among these were DAVE LAWRENCE (66) DAVE (80) and ANDREW TENNICK (82), 
DAVEJAMES (70), JAMES BLACKWELL (67) and ALAN HENDRY (67). The lunchtime 
a on the Sunday held at the Old Boys’ Study Centre at Quiet Waters, was enjoyed 

yy all. 
Siete’ on Se | at the Monomatapa in Harare was very pleasant 
it the attendance o: s was disappointingly small. The video of the Coll 
this meeting and was very well received. al cain 

An Old Boys Dinner was held at the Cresta Churchill Hotel i 

tel in Bulawayo on Saturday 27th 
January 1990. The turn out of Old Boys was a little disappointing, but there was 2 bege 
contingent of Falcon staff and wives. The evening was very pleasant and the college video 
was enjoyed by all. It was particularly pleasing to see GLYNNE and RAY JONES there. 
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Falcon College Old Boys Association 


Dates at Paledii ......0..csvcecemereccress-srecareonee ones nsnnesdesnsanaiennitsgaervessvestrencnmnase can Teenies 


The following is my permanent address until further notice:- 


IMPORTANT: 


If you wish to receive a copy of the next Falcon magazine, please tear out this section 
with the relevant information and return to The Headmaster, Falcon College, 
P.O. Esigodini, Zimbabwe. 
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FALCON COLLEGE 
P O ESIGODINI 


MAY=1990 


THE _PADCON COLLEGE VIDEO_FILM 


During 1989 a film of thirty minutes duration was produced as a 
promotional exercise for Falcon College. This film depicts life 
at Falcon and the many facets that go into the education of the 
boys at the College. In the latter part of February 1990 the 
Headmaster visited different centres in Zimbabwe to meet present 
and prespective-parents. This video film formed part of his 
address to parents and was very well received. 


4M Productions, the company involved in the making of this film, 

have made a second version of the film which contains most of the 
same scenes though it does not follow the school day as the first 
version does. In order to recover the costs of filming, editing 

and dubbing 4M Productions have undertaken to produce copies for 

individuals at the following rates ; 


1) Video tape provided ‘by client § 60.00 
2) Video tape not provided by client $110.00 
—_____30%-0f-preceeds-witl be channelled back to Falcon and has been 


earmarked to develop the Video Club at the College. There is a 
large demand for the, at present, limited number of places in the 


Club. 

Should you wish to have a copy of the Falcon College Video film 
would you please complete the details on the tear off Slip below 
and return it to MR. D. FLEMING, Video Production, Falcon College, 


LE So ne eed ha Te fe es ee ee ee eo en a ee wr ep ee Oe er ee a ee eee ey re er 


I should like to purchase a copy of the Falcon College Video Film 
and enclose a tape/wish to purchase a tape (delete as applicable) - 


_for the purpose. SIS p08 RSE; So 


NAME (B.0CK LETTERS) Sea seee se eee eases seve aeeest oes ee ee esses ena seese 
ADDRESS : sow eeseeneenseeeseereseseeen ese aeasee ee ee eh eoeeazeee ees eves 


eo 7 ORS FSFSSE SSSR FSFesSeeseeseseaeHeeseeseaeseeseneeseeeese 


I enclose a cheque for 360 / 3110 made payable to the Falcon 
College Trust. 


SIGNED ¢: CES OSES EMER ADE SES EEE EHEESEH EEE 


